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A Pologies by thofe whofe toil is inceffant, wid increafing, 
muft be endlefs: let us then refume our, account of this 
volume, by premifing, that our delay is neither owing to in- 
attention, or to difrefpeét; it is owing rather to numerous 

-authors, each prefling to be heard; to ndrrow, unexpanded 
himits. 

Article XXT. An Experiment to determine the Effe& of 
extirpating one Ovarium upon the Number of Young produced. — 
By John Hunter, Efq. F.R.S.—This is a fingle experiment 
only; and it cannot be decifive, unlefs it be afcertained that 
greater difference is not obferved in two perfect fwine, The 
{payed fow, however, neither bred fo long, nor brought fo 
many pigs, in an equal number of farrows, as the perfect one. 
In the firft eight litters, the numbers were as 76 to 87." ‘The 
perfe& animal in eight additional farrows, brought 76 pigs; 
fo that, in the whole, fhe brought ten more than double the 
number produced by the mutilated one. If we examine the 
queftion by analogy, it will appear probable, that two ovaria 
are provided, becaufe one may be defeafed ; and that ane de- 
cays fooner than the other. This may account for'the early 
ceflation of breeding; but the difference i inthe number of young 
ones, in the former litters, is probably accidental, unlefs we 
{uppofe the.general health of the fow affected by the operation. - 

Art. XXII. Experiments made to determine the pofitive 
and relative Quantities of Moifture abforbed from the Atmo- — 
{phere by various fubftances, under fimilar citcuroftances, By 
fir Benj. Thompfon, F.R.S. — If thefe experiments, the quan. 
tity of fluid abforbed was greateft in the firit inftance, and 
leflened progreffively in the following order: ‘fheep’s, wool, 
beaver’s fur, the fur of a Ruffian hare, eider down, filk, linen, 
and cotton Wool: Raw filk and fine linen were more power- 
‘ful abforbers than either material, when it had been previoufly 
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manufactured. Sir Benjamin Thompfon very properly attri- 
butes the different effets excited from thefé different fubftances, 
when worn next the fin, to their abforbing power; the one 
feels warm, becaufe the moifture is immediately abforbed ; 
the other cold and moift, fince it remains ahcombined with 
the fubftance in contaé&t with the fource of the fluids The 
power of woollen, in promoting perfpiration, depends on the 
fame principle, rather than the warmth. 

Art. XXIII. ‘The Principles and Iltuftration of ati advanta- 
geous Method of arranging the differences of logarithms, on 
Lines graduated for the purpofe of Computation. By Wil- 
liam. Nickelfon.—T his is a feries of computation, and of de- 
fcriptions #luftrated by diagrams. The fcale is fimilar to 
Gunter’s, or a circular one,.compounded of Gunter’s fcale, 
and a fector; ahd this improvement promifes to be convenient 
as well as ufeful. 

Art, XXIV. Obfervations tending to fhew that the Wolf, 
Jackall, and Dog, are all of the fame fpecies. By John Han 
ter, Efqs F.R.S.—Though Buffon contended that the wolf 
and the dog would not breed together, yet there are actual 
inftances that the contrary is trué, and that the progeny is 
prolific. Mr. Hunter has colleéted feveral of thefe inftances ; 
but we are not certain of the truth of his inferences, that they 
are of the fame fpecies. It is probable only, that they are of 
a fimilar kind, for the inflances are taken from confined ani- 
mals; and the final caufe can have no influence in the argu- 
ment, fince the copulation would probably never have taken 
place in a ftate of nature, and of courfe the world could not 
readily have been peopled with monfters, ‘Fhe jackall is un- 
doubtedly fimilar to both the wolf amd dog: and if we can 
allow that ‘ the dog is a wolf tamed,’ it may be admitted, 
that ‘ the jackall may probably be the dog returned to his 
wild ftate.’ 

Arm, XXV. Experiments on the Congelation of the Vitri- 
elic Acid. By James Keir, Efq. F.R,S.—Mr. Keir thinks, 
that vitriolic acid, of a certain ftrength, may be frozen by a 
degree of cold equal to about 45° of. Fahrenheit’s fcale, and 
that this-ftrength is #780, at a medium, while water is fup- 
pofed to be 1000. Acids of the ftrength of 1750 to r814 freeze 
with greater cold; but, from #846 to 1551, no congelation 
takes place in any degree of artificial cold. The acid, in 
freezing, remains fome time fluid, like water; its heat is 
flationary ; or, when cooled too much, the heat is alfo in- 
‘creafed at the moment of concreting; but the ice is heavier 
than the ftrongeit acid, As the ftrong oil of vitriol attracts 


_water from the air, and in this operation produces heat, it is, 
indeed, 
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indeed, probable, that the freezing fhould be at that point 
where the power of attraction is fo weak as not'to excite ‘heat. 
Indeed, the acid, of which the ice is'compofed, when fepa- 
rated and thawed, appears to be of the ftrength of eafiekt freez- 
ing; and our author’s argument againtt this caufe of the eafieft 
freezing, is not conclufive.—Yet, on the whole, we think 
there may be fome other caufe of the acid freezing at this de- 
termined ‘point, or near it. The congelation was ‘firft ob- 
ferved in the fmoaking acid taken from ‘martial-vitriol; and 
we have now abundant réafon to fufpeé, that acids drawn 
from metallic falts-have peculiar properties: this. confideration 
Jed us ‘formerly to remark that, in count Lauraguais’ experi- 
ment, the concretion might be owing to’a combination of fome 
other body. We muft, however, ‘obferve, that Mr. Keir’s 
experiments are confirmed ‘by ‘fome ‘late-ones-of 1M. ‘Chaptal, _ 
a manufacturer of oil of vitriol, in France, ~His faleable-oil’ 
is, however, 66, and the congealable oil 63 : our ‘faleable’oil 
is 1846.—If, therefore, we «fay ‘66 : 632: P8346 : 19762, \we 
fhall find the-ftrength of the congealable oil in France ‘fome- 
what lower than our author found it. In M. -Chaptal’s expe- 
riments it was congealed at —3 to —1-of Fahrenheit, confi- 
derably Jelow the freezing point. It would be ‘too long: to 
engage in a detail of his experiments > we ‘hope to do it ‘very 
foon, and that we may even find room fer itin this montats 
Intelligence. 

Art. XXVI. An ‘Account of fome new Bypetiments on: che 
‘Produétion of artificial Cold. By Tho. Beddoes, M.D.— 
Dr. Beddoes defcribes the experiments of Mr. Walker, apo- 
thecary to the Ratcliff infirmary. By adding, fucceflively, 
fal ammoniac, nitre, and-Glauber’s falts, while they held the 
water of cryftallization, to water, this gentleman funk the 
thermometer 46 degrees. By employing materials,-previoufly 
cooled, the diminution of heat was more confiderable: by 
adding cooled materials to cooled diluted fpirit of wine, ‘the 
thermometer was funk to —4. Sal ammoniac, added to di- 
luted fpirit of nitre, defcribed by Mr. Cavendith, at —3, funk 
the thermometer to —15. Nitrous acid, poured-on Glauber’s 
falt, (in cryftals, we prefume), prod uced nearly the effe&ts which 
it would have had on pounded ice ; while the cold is ‘rendered 
ftill more intenfe, by adding fal arfimoniac, in powder, to the 
mixture.—The proportion of the ingredients is the ‘following: 
‘of concentrated nitrous acid 1z° ounces, of water 6° ounces: 
thefe materials muft be cooled to the temperature of the at- 
mofphere ; and to'them ‘muft be added a pound and: a half 
(averdapois) of Glauber’s falt; and of fal ammoniac 12 ounces, 
In this way the sheratometer was funk fall-60°; and, in 
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anothe# inftance, 68°. By dividing the experiment. into dif- 
ferent parts, and fucceflively cooling the materials, Mr. Wal- 
er froze mercury; without a particle of ice and fnow, when 
the heat of the air was at 45; a fact almoft beyond the reach of 
belief. Oil of vitriol, diluted with an equal weight of water, 
joined with Glauber’s falt, produces about 46° of cold. If 
therefore, in fummer, the water from a deep well is at 52, in 
this cheap and eafy way it may be brought down to 12°; and 
wine, placedjin it, would be chilled. A curious fact occurred 
in thefe experiments: in trying a mixture of two parts of 
oil of vitriol, and one of water, with the Glauber’s falt at the 
temperature of 35, the mixture. appeared to be frozen; and the 


thermometer was ftationary... This maft have happened from 
the cryftallization of the falt, for the ftrength of the oil was 


below the point of eafieft freezing. It was plain that fome 
heat was produced, for the thermometer was ftationary; and 
the heat, at the end of the experiment, not fo great as was 
expected. . The cold produced, Dr. Beddoes thinks, is in 
confequence of the water of cryftallization from a folid becom- 


ing again fluid. 


Art, XXVII. An Account of a Doubler of Eleétricity ; or 
a Machine by which the leaft conceiveable Quantity of pofitive 
or. negative Electricity may. be continually doubled, till it 
becomes perceptible by common Electrometers, or vifible in 
Sparks. By the rev. Abraham Bennet, A,M.—This article 
contains an account of an ingenious method of rendering {mall 
quantities of elefrical fluid, in the air, fenfible. The {mall 
quantity, colleéted by a burning torch, a lanthorn, or even 
an infulated umbrella, by this doubler, became very fenfible. 
A journal is added of the eleétrical ftate of the air, from 
the 23d of January to the 2d.of March: in general, the elec- 


tricity was pofitive, except in rain; it was then univerfally 


negative, if we except the rain which arifes from the accumu- 
lation of water in mifts, and is formed from the coalefcence of 
its particles, -As the drops depend on a very different caufe 
in this ftate of the air from that which produces rain in the 
ufual form, they cannot be expected td be followed by a change 
of electricity. The negative eleCtricity feeras to be canneéted 
with foutherly winds, becaufe they are connected with rain: 


- when the-rain occurred, as it did in two inftances, with the 
.wind from the nosth-weft and the weft, the electricity was ftill 


negative. We hope thefe obfervations will be purfued with 


care. 
Art. XXVIII. Some Particulars relative to the Production 


of Borax. By William Blane, Efq:— 


Art. XXIX. A Letter from Father Jofeph da Ravato, Pre- 


fest of the Miffion in Thibet, containing fome Obfervations 


2 relative 
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relative to Borax.—Thefe accounts feem to meet only in one 
point; that borax is a natural, not an artificial production. 
In the firft, fnow is faid to be requifite to the operation, and 
the fnow is mixed, for this purpofe, with the hot water of 
the lake: in the fecond, the borax is faid to be procured from 
rain: both accounts agree in the circumftance that falt mines 
are in the neighbourhood of the borax pits. The falt is co- 
vered with oil or butter, to prevent its deliquefcence. It is 
brought from Jumlate, a kingdom in the northern mountains, 
thirty days journey north from Betowle, which is 200 miles 
N.E. of Lucknow. Lucknow is, however, about 600 miles 
N.W. of Calcutta; fo that the real diftance of the kingdom 
of Jumlate is increafed by this mode of computation. The 
country cannot be found in the maps; yet, if it isin Thibet, 
it cannot exceed the 35th degree of north latitude. ‘There are 
many pits of borax, to which the falt is brought by fprings ; 
the hot fprings, in the firft narrative, diflolve it probably in 
large quantities, and the {now may be neceffary to cool the 
water, in order that the falt may cryftallize; while, in the 
fecond account, if by rain water is underftood the rain collected 
in falling from the neighbouring hills, the evaporation’ by the 
fun is fufficient to exhale the fuperfluous fluid. The 29th 
article is in Italian, but it is tranflated very accurately at the 
end. The hiftory of borax is an objet of commerce, and, 
as a chemical agent, is very curious and interefting, particu-: 
larly as it lies fcattered in various authors, and has never been 
collected, 

Art. XXX. Sur les Gas Hépatiques: par Monf. Haffen- 
fratz. On Hepatic Air: by M. Haffenfratz.x—Mr. Kirwan 
taught us that hepatic air was only fulphur in an aerial ftate ; 
but M. Haffenfratz found that he could hepatize many diffe- 
rent kinds of air, and that the hepatic gas was only fulphurated 
air of different kinds. ._M. Mongez had already made fulphu- 
rated fixed air: M. Haflenfratz fulphurated alfo nitrous air, 
_atmofpherical mephitis, vital, and atmofpherical air. What 
has been called hepatic gas was the inflammable air fulphur- 
ated. 

Art. XXXI. Botanical. Defcription of the Benjamin Tree 
of Sumatra... By Jonas Dryander, M. A.—It is fomewhat 
remarkable, that this tree fhould have been fo often miftaken; 
Ray looked for the origin of an Eaft Indian drug in a Virgi- 
nian plant: it was then a Jaurus.  Linnzus thought it be- 
longed to the croton; and the croton benzoe ftoodin one 
mantiffla, and the thirteenth edition of the Syftema:Vegetabi- 
hium, p. 721. ‘In the Supplementum Plantarum,’ it was a 
fpecies of terminalia, afcertained only by the fimilar. appear- 
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ance of the barks of thefe trees (434). Mr. Marfden gave a 
better account of it;. but Houttuyn brought it back again to 
a laurus (Ad&t, Harlem, vol. xxi. p. 265.) It is now pretty 
diflin&tly afcertained, from a dried {pecimen, to be a fpecies 
of ftyrax. A good outline of its habit and appearance is 
fubjoined in a plate. 

Art. XXXIE. An Account of an Experiment on Heat. By 
George Fordyce, M.D. F.R.S.—This is an experiment on 
the communication of heat. We do not well know for what 
purpofe it was tried, or what good confequeace will follow 
from it. The faét is, that iron will communicate heat not fo 
fait, at firft, as air; but afterwards falter, and in greater 
quantities. Surely it was well known, that air was a bad 
conductor of heat: Dr. Fordyce might have learned it from 
his own experiments in a heated room. In the Jorsxontal part 
of the chimney of a reverberatory furnace he could. not expect 
to find any very great heat. 

Art, XXXII. An Account of an Obfervation of the Right 
Afcenfion and Declination of Mercury out of the Meridian, 
near his greateft Elongation, Sept. 1786. By Mr. John 
Smeaton, F.R,S.—lIt is not eafy to abridge a feries of ob- 
fervations and calculations; the metals. was, that on the 23d 
of September, 1786, A. M. at s° az 35. ‘mean time, Mer- 
cer s right afcenfion was 163° 59’ 21”, and his declination. 
9° 44° 25°" north. 

'. Art. XXXIV. A remarkable’ Cafe of numerous Births, 
with Obfervations. By Maxwell Garthihore, M.D. F.R.S. 
and A. S.—The cafe before us is a well authenticated one of 
five female children at a birth. The woman had been delivered 
of a fingle child before ; and the hufband had been in an infirm 
ftate for fome years, and was, at the time of this prolific birth, 
dying in a confirmed phthifis; two of the children were born 
alive, and the whole number were born within fifty minutes, 
Dr. Garthfhore adds fome refleétions on numerous births. In 
the Britith lying-in hofpitals, the proportion of twins has been 
gt births in 18,300 deliveries. In the Weftminfer difpenfary, 
of 1897 women delivered, the proportion has heen one in 80. 
But in the Dublin lying-in hofpital, it has been one in 62 5 
the average in thefe kingdoms is 1 in 78. The. proportion 
of twins to fingle children, in Germany, is from about 1 in 
65; to i in 70; in Paris, about one in 96. ‘The general 
average is about one in 80. Jn this wayiety there js fome or- 
der; but in triplets, quadruplets, and quintuplets, there ig 
no confifiency, all feems to be. accidental. In one’ inftance, 
at Paris; where a woman had:-three children, the hufband wag 
a a painter, and had been paralytic two. years previous to the 
: birth 
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birth, without any reafon to fufpec the wife. We congratu- 
Jate Mr. Hull’s patient on the lucky coincidence, : 

Art. XXXV. Chloranthus, a new Genus of Plants, de- 
fcribed by Olof Swartz, M.D.—This is a new genus, and 
the trivial name of the individual is ‘ inconfpicuus’ from the 
{mallnefs of the flower. It is a Chinefe plant, neither beau- 
tiful nor ufeful: it may be arranged in the forty-eighth natu- 
ral order, next to the vifcum, The defcription is illuftrated 
by a plate. ! : 
_ Art. XXXVI. On the Preceffion of the Equinoxes. By the 
rev. Samuel Vince, M. A. F. R.S.—Sir Haac Newton, while 
he afligned the true caufe of the preceflion of the equinoxes, 
was lefs exa& in his calculation of the effect. The prefent 
inveftigation is neat and fimple:—the preceffion is, however, 
21’ 6’ in a year, from calculation; but, as it muf fuppofe 
the earth of an uniform denfity, and affumes the proportion 
of the equatorial and polar diameters as fixed, it muft proba- 
bly deviate fomewhat from the faé. 

Art. XXXVII, Abftra& of a Regifter of the Barometer, 
Thermometer, and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, in 1786, 
By Thomas Barker, Efq. Alfo of the Rain at South Lam- 
beth, in Surrey; and at Selbourn and Fyfield, Hampthire.— 
This regifler of the year 1786, is faid to have been read in 
June 1786, by miftake we fuppofe, for 1787.-—The range of 
the thermometer was from 80% to J14, a greater variation 
than commonly happens, The barometer varied from 30.05 
inches.to 29.01, for we muft fuppofe the 20.91 in Auguft to 
be_meant for 29.01. Two errors in numerals, in a regifter of 
One page, is an unpardonable fauJt.. The rain at Lyndon, 
jn this year, was 27.289 inches; at South Lambeth 22.43; 
at Selbourn 39.57; at Fyfield 29.60; on an average 29.72. 

Art. XX XVIII, Obfervations on the Struéture and Oecco- 
nomy of Whales. By John Hunter, Efg. F.R. $.—Anato- 
mical defcription is little fuited either for an extrac or ap 
abridgment. We may obferve, in general, that the very 
particular and extenfive account of animals, which can feldom 
be the objects of the anatomift’s attention, does the highet 
credit to Mr. Hunter, while the confufed inaccuracy of the 
Janguage difgraces the philofopher, and the colle&tion in which 
his defcription appears. Jt is out of our power, as we have 
obferved, to follow our author’s fteps; but we fhall felect a 
few paflages, which we think are particularly curious. The 
fpecies examined are the delphinus phocana, or porpoife; the 
grampus ; the delphinus delphis, or bottle-nofed whale; the 
balena roftrata; the balena myfticetus, or the whalebone- 
whale ; the phyfeter macrocephalus, or the fpermaceti whale ; 
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and the monodon monoceros, or the narwhale. In general, 
the tail is flattened horizontally, to enable the fifh to rife, in 
order to breathe; the flefh is very red, and of greater fpecific 
gravity than beef, fo that the large quantities of fat are a ne- 
ceflary part of its economy. The bones are femitranfparent, 
as in all fifth; and thofe of the fins are fomewhat fimilar to the 
bones of the fuperior extremities in man. Linnzus is not, 
therefore, fo erroneous in claffing whales with men, as has 
been imagined: they are at leaft the primates of the fea. 


‘ What is called fpermaceti is found every where in the body 
in {mall quantity, mixed with the common fat of the animal, 
bearing a very {mall proportion to the other fat. In the head 
it is the reverfe, for there the quantity of fpermaceti is large 
when compared to that of the oil, although they are mixed, as 
in the other parts of the body. 

* As the {fpermaceti is found in the largeft quantity in the 
head, and in what would appear, on a flight view, to be the 
cavity of the fkull, from a peculiarity in the fhape of that bone, 
it has been imagined by fome to be the brain. 

‘ Thefe two kinds of fac in the head are contained in cells, 
or cellular membrane, in the fame manner as the fat in other 
animals; but befides the common cells there are larger ones, 
or ligamentous partitions going acrofs, the better to fupport the 
vait load of oil, of which the bulk of the head is principally 
made up. 

¢ There are two places in the head where this oil lies; thefe 
are fituated along its upper and Jower part: between them pafs 
the noftrils, and a vait number of tendons going to the nofe 
and different parts of the head. 

‘ The pureit {permaceti is contained in the fmalleft and leaf 
ligamentous cells: it lies above the noftril, all along the upper 
part of the head, immediately under the fkin, and common 
adipofe membrane. ‘Thefe cells refemble thofe which contain 
the common fat in the other parts of the body neareft the fkin. 
‘That which lies above the roof of the mouth, or between it and 
the noftril,-is more intermixed with a ligamentous cellular 
membrane, and lies in chambers whofe partitions are perpen- 
dicular. Thefe chambers are fmaller the nearer to the nofe; 
becoming larger and larger towards\the back part of the head, 
where the fpermaceti is more pure. , 

* This {permaceti, when extracted cold, has a good deal the 
appearance of the internal fructure of a water melon, and is 
found in rather folid lumps.’ 


The following remarks are curious in many refpects, 


* Although this tribe cannot be faid to ruminate, yet in the 
number of itomachs they come neareft to that order; but here 
I fufpect that the order of digeftion is in fome degree inverted. 
In both the ruminants and this tribe, I think it muft be allow- 
ed that the firft fomach isa refervoir. In the ruminants the 
2 precife 
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precife ufe of the fecond and third ftomachs is perhaps not 
known; but digeftion is certainly carried on in the fourth; 
while in this tribe, I imagine digeftion is performed in the fe- 
cond, and the ufe of the third and fourth is not exactly afcer- 
tained. ‘ 

‘ The ccecum and colon do not afiift in pointing out the na- 
ture of the food, and mode of digeftion in this-tribee The 
porpoife, which has teeth, and four cavities to the ftomach, 
has no ccecum, fimilar to fome land animals, as the bear, bad- 
ger, racoon, ferret, polecat, &c. neither has the bottle-nofe a 
coecum, which has only two {mall teeth in the lower jaw; and 
the piked whale, which has no teeth, has a coecum, almoft ex- 
aétly like the lion, which has teeth and a very different kind 
of ftomach. 


‘ The food of the whole of this tribe, I believe, is fifh; pro- 
bably each may have a particular kind, of which it is fondeft, 
yet does not refufe a variety. In the ftomach of the large 
bottle-nofe, I found the beaks of fome hundreds of cuttle-fith. 
In the grampus I found the tail of a porpoife; fo that % | 
eat their own genus. In the ftomach of the piked whale, 
found the bones of different ffh, but particularly thofe of the 
dog-fith.’ 

The ftru€ture of many parts, particularly of the lymphatics, 
might probably be afcertained in animals fo large, though it 
is uncertain in the human fpecies. The aorta of a fpermaceti 
whale is a foot in diameter; and this veffel, with the heart, 
fills a large tub. The nervous fyftem appears pretty decidedly 
fibrous ; the fibres pafs from the ventricles, as from a centre, 
to the circumference; and the fibrous texture is conf{picuous 
in the cortical part. In fome kinds, particularly the porpoife, 
the brain is very large in proportion to the animal. The or- 
gan of {mell is out of the dire& road of the current of air in 
infpiration, and out of the current of water when the animal 
difcharges it by fpouting. As thefe fith have olfactory nerves, 
they certainly have the power of {melling; but through what 
medium it is exercifed is uncertain. Mr. Hunter fafpedcts that 
the finus, on which the olfactory nerves are difperfed, con- 
tains air, and, as the water pafles by it in the act of fpouting, 
the refervoir of air is impregnated by its effluvia. 

This account is illuftrated by feveral plates; but the diffe- 

rent parts which are defcribed, are not particularly delineated. 
Art, XXXIX. Some Odfervations on ancient Inks, with 
the Propofal of a new Method for recovering the Legibility of 
decayed Writings; By Charles Blagden, M.D. Sec. R.S., 
and F, A.S.—On examination, the ancient inks appear to 
have been made on the fame principle as the modern ones, 
‘The method of refloring them moft effectually, was to moiftea 
the paper with a diluted mineral acid, and then to add a phlo- 
gilticated 
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gifticated alkali, which gave the letters a bright blue colour, 
This method is fubje& to fome inconvenjencies ; and it is lefs 
nfeful, becaufe it feems to require, that the form of the letters 
fhould be previoufly known; of, courfe it cannot be employed 
to render the letters of illegible manufcripts confpicuous. H 
the aftringent principle of galls cannot be feparated from the 
ftaining matter, we would recommend preparing the phlogifti- 
cated alkali from the Pruffian blue, when it is very Slightly 
coloured, and expofing the writing afterwards to the vitriolic 
acid, in the flate of air. 
The volume concludes with the ufual lift of donors and their 
refents, In the Appendix is a fupplement to major-general 
Roy’s mode of determining the relative fituation of the royal 
obfervatories of Greenwich and Paris. It points out the fource 
of fome little inaccuracies in calculation of M. Bouguer; and 
2 fupplementary table for the degrees of the earth, is fub- 
joined. 





The Philofophjcal and Mathematical Commentaries of Proclus; 
furnamed Plato’s Succeffor, on the firft Book of Euclig’s Ele- 
ments. aad his Life by Marinus. Tranflated from the Greek. 
With a _ preeiners Differtation on the Platonic DaGrine of 
Ideas, Sc. By Thomas Taylor, Vol, L, 42a, 55. iz 
Boards. Payne and Son. 


F Mr. Taylor’s peculiar mode of thinking we have before 
taken notice; it appears more ftriking than ever in the 
prefent work, which is dedicated to ‘the facred Majefty of 
Truth!’ If the fceptic fhould with to know ‘ what is truth,’ 
he will receive a very unexpetted, and we apprehend, a very 
unfatisfatory anfwer. It is to be found, according to Mr, 
Taylor, in * judicial aftrology, and the ancient Pagan theo- 
logy. The reader may fmile, but he very ferioufly affures 
us, in the catalogue which he gives of Proclus’s writings, that 
had ‘ his Commentary on the Gods of Homer been preferved, 





. This appears in a note annexed to a paffage ip the Life of Proclus 
(p. 30.), tranflated, fo Mr, Taylor fays, from that written by Marinus, 
one of his difciples. In commenting on the paffage he tells us, that * fuch 
is the admirable order and connection of things, that throughout the uni- 
verle, one thing is fignified by another, and wholes are after a manner 
contained in their parts.” The obfervation is annexed to a {cheme of the 
fituation of the ftars when Proclus was born; no doubt, clearly fignificant of 
bis philofophic eminence! We know not where Mr. Taylor derived this in- 
telligence. The Life of Proclus, written by Marinus, and prefixed to his 

ommentaries on Plato’s Theology, as publifhed at Hamburgh in 1518, is, 
indeed, rendered with accuracy and elegance; but nearly half of it, as it 
ftands in this publication, the fcheme of his nativity, among other things, 
js added either from Mr. Taylor’s fancy, or fome authority with which he 
does not think proper te acquaint us, | 

we 


- 
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we fhould doubtlefs have been furnifhed with a defence of the 
Heathen religion which would have filenced the ignorant cla» 
- mours of its opponents !’ 

We recollect having read, in Brydone’s Frayels, an account 
of an old humorift, who was a ftaunch Whig, and refided at 
Rome. Being laughed at by fome Jacobite gentlemen for 
pulling off his hat to the ftatue of Jupiter, he replied, that 
he obferved they conftantly did the fame to the Pretender; 
that he wifhed to keep on good terms with Jupiter for the 
fame reafon as they did with him; apprehending that the for- 
mer was more likely, in the eourfe of time, to be reftored tq 
his ancient honours than‘the latter. Little, however, we 
troft, did he fufpect that the zra was fo {peedily approaching, 
in which a man of learning and abilities would meditate a re~ 
ftoration of the Olympic deities, and lament the degeneracy 
of modern times, as ill adapted to fo notable a project, and 
fo pure accreed; for though the following note, which will 
give us acurious fpecimen of Mr. Taylor’s peculiarity, ex- 
prefles a difapprobation of the national mode of worthip, as 
exercifed by the ancients; yet the text, which he fo highly 
praifes, contains an account of Proclus’s compofing bymns og 
the divinities of Greece, and other nations, performing de- 
yotional rites in honour of them, and conforming to the mof 
glaring abfurdities of the heathen fyftem, 

‘A genuine modern will doubtlefs confider the whole of 
Proclus’s religious condu& as ridiculoufly fuperftitious. And 
fo, indeed, at firft fight, it appears; but he who has penetrated 
the:depths of ancient wifdom, will find in it more than meets 
the vulgar ear. The religion of the Heathens has, indeed, 
for many centuries, been the object of ridicule and contempt : 

et the author of the prefent work is not afhamed to own, that 
. is a perfect convert to it in every particular, fo far as it was 
underitood and illuftrated by the Pythagoric and Platonic phi 
lofophers. Indeed the theology of the ancient, as well as of 
the modern. vulgar, was no doubt full of abfurdity; but thag¢ 
of the ancient philofophers, appears to be worthy of the higheft 
commendations, and the moft affiduous cultivation. However, 
the prefent prevailing opinions, forbid the defence of fach 4 
fyftem ; for this muft be the bufinefs of a more enlightened and 
philofophic age. Befides, the author is not forgetful of Pore 
phyry’s deftiny, whofe polemical writings were fupprefled by 
the decrees of emperors; and whofe arguments in defence of 
his religion were fo very futile and eafy of folution, that, as St, 
picroms informs us, in his preface on Daniel, Eufebius an- 
wered him in twenty-five, and Apollinaris in thirty volumes !” 

Such opinions deferve no ferious confutation; they are tog 
ablurd to be dangerous, . 
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We might quote other paflages of the fame tendency as the 
foregoing ; but the reader, we apprehend, will excufe us, if 
we proceed to give a fummary account of what is ‘contained 
in this very extraordinary performance. 

We have firft a differtation on the Platonic do€rine of ideas, 
in which their nature is inveftigated, and reality fupported.- 
Plato was not, however, the ‘inventor, though a ftrenuous 
afferter of ideas. Pythagoras, in his obfcure manner, figni- 
fied them by numbers; and Orpheus, prior to him, maintain- 
ed their reality, and ftyled Jupiter, or the demiurgus of the 
world, ‘ the idea of all things.’ The myftic qualities and 
attributes of the Pythagoric numbers (in the exaé&t knowlege 
of which he fuppofed man’s ultimate good to confift) are am- 
ply and curioufly defcanted on. For the farther unravelling 
this intricate maze, we are referred to ‘ Protius’s commentary 
on Plato’s theology, atid to the works of the great'Plotinus, 
who will lead them into.the pénetralia of the moft recondite 
wifdom.’ Thefe fublimetruths are not, we are told, adapted, 
like modern publications, to the meaneft capacities. ‘The mode 
in which Plato exprefied himfelf, occupied in abftra& fpecu- 
lation on the fubject, will poflibly lead the reader to fufpeé 
that it is not comprehenfible by any capacity. 

‘For a thing of this kind (fays he) cannot be expreffed by 
words, like other difciplines, bet by a lafting familiarity and. 
conjuntion of life, with this divine object, a bright light on 

a fudden, as it were leaping from a fire, will illuminate the 
foul and there preferve and nourith its fplendor.’ 

To Mr. Taylor, however, the matter appears quite clear 
and obvious. 

* This bright light (fays he) is no other than that of ideas 
themfelves ; which, when it is once enkindled, or rather re- 
kindled in the foul, becomes the general ftandard, and crite- 
sion of truth. He who pofleffes this, is no longer the flave of 
Opinion ; puzzled with doubts, and loft in the uncertainties of 
conjecture. Here the fountain of evidence is alone to be found. 
—This is the true light, whofe fplendors can alone difpel the 
' darknefs of ignorance, and procure for the foul undecaying 
good, and fubitantial felicity. Of this 1 am certain, from my 
own experience ; and happy is he who acquires this invaluable 
treafure. But let the reader beware of mixing the extravagan- 
cies of modern enthufiafm with this exalted illumination. For 
this light is alone brought into the mind by fcience, patient 
reflection, and unwearied meditation: it is not produced by 
any violent agitation of fpirits, or extafy of imagination ; for 
it is far fuperior to the energies of thefe: but it is tranquil and 
fteady, intellectual and divine. Avicenna, the Arabian, was 
well acquainted with this light, as is evident from the beautiful 
aefcription he gives of it, in the elegant introduion of Ebn 
Tophail, 
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Tophail, to the Life of Hai Ebn Yokdhan. ‘* When a man’s 
defires (fays he) are confiderably elevated, and he is compe- 
tently well exercifed in thefe fpeculations, there will appear to 
him fome fmall glimmerings of the truth, as it were flafhes of 
lightning, very delightful, which juft thine upon him, and then 
‘become extinct. Then the more he exercifes himfelf, the oft- 
ener will he perceive them, till at laf he will become fo well 
acquainted with them, that they will occar to him fpontaneoufly, 
without any exercife at all; ‘and then as foon as he perceives 
any thing, he applies himfelf to the divine effence, fo as to 
retain fome impreflion of it; then fomething occurs to him on 
a fudden, whereby he begins to difcern the truth in every thing; 
till through frequent exercife he at. laft attains to a perfe& tran- 
‘quillity ; and that'‘which ufed to appear to him only by fits and 
itarts, becomes habitual, and that which was only a glimmer- 
ing before, a conftant light ; and he obtains a conftant and 
fteady knowlege.””? He who defires to know more concerning 
this, and a ftill brighter light, that arifing from an union with 
the fupreme, muft confult the eighth book of Plotinus’s fifth 
Ennead, and the feventh and ninth of the fixth, and his book 
on the Beaotiful, of which I have publifhed a tranflation<? 


This fe&tion concludes with a comparifon between the an- 
@ient and modern philofophy, or rather the Platonic and 
Lockian fyftem of ideas, in which the latter receives no quar 
ter.—The next differtation treats of the properties of the de- 
monftrative fyllogifm, and is chiefly founded on the firit book 
of Ariftotle’s lait Analytics. Of the Logic of Ariftotle we have 
but a few books left, and had they been entirely loft. the 
world might, as fome has thought, have done juft as well 
without them. Mr. Taylor, however, has difplayed great 
knowlege and acutenefs in elucidating his fubject; but thts 
differtation, like moft of the others contained in this volume, 
cannot eafily be abridged or analyfed, without doing it ins 
juftice. 

In the third fe&tion the nature of the foul, according to the 
Platonic philofophy, is confidered: and in the fourth we have 
a difcourfe on the true end of geometry. This may be looked 
upon as a kind of introduétory preface to the work itfelf, 
which treats not only on geometry, but mathematics in gene- 
ral, and leads us from the definitions of Euclid to the very 
height and depth of Platonic wifdom—or, perhaps, of Pla- 
tonic reveries. 

The profundity of Proclus, and the typographical errors of 
the Greek edition, prove no obftacles to our adventrous tranf- 
lator. He affures us that ‘ his verfion is every where faithful, 
and fufficiently perfpicuous to thofe who are converfant in the 
ancient philofophy.’ Dr. Cudworth, we find, rafhly declared, 
20 Praclus had fome peculiar fancies and whims of his own, 
and 
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and was indeed a confounder of the Platonic theology, and 2 
mingler of much unintelligible ftuff wath it.? This roujes 
Mr. Taylor’s indignation : Ayah 

¢I muf confefs (fays he), and I am neither afraid nor 
afhamed of the declaration, that I never found any thing in 
Proclus, but.what by patient thought, accompanied with a 
fincere and vehement thirft after truth, I have -been able to 
fathom. Had Dr. Cudworth been endued with thefe requifites, 
he would doubtlefs have had equal fuccefs; but without them, 
the fublimeft truths will certainly appear to .be wxintelligible 
fruff. Befides this confideration is not to be omitted, that a 
modern prieft makes a bad philofopher.’ 

May they ever be diftin& characters, and the meeknefs of 
Chriftian knowlege be ever oppofite to the oftentatious difplay 
of worldly wifdom, or vain philofophy ! | 

To thofe who tnderftand the con/fitution of the Platonic f- 
gures, and the immaterial and intellectual theorems of Pythago- 
yas, we recommend this. work. We confefs that ‘ we have not 
drank fufficiently deep of the Platonic ftream,” greatly'to relith 
it. Mr. Taylor, indeed, poffeffes a {pirit entirely congenial 
to his original author, and appears to underftand him where 
he is intelligible ; and where he is not fo, his fancy fupplies 
the deficiency—to himfelf at leat. The generality of readers 
will not eafily comprehend either Proclus or his commentator. 





An Attempt to tranflate and explain the difficult Paffages in the 
Song of Deborah, with the Affifiance of Kennicot’s Collations, 
Roff’s Verfions, and Critical Conjecture. By the Rev. Stephen 
Wefton, B.D, fo. 25. Payne and Son. 


HE author wifhes, perhaps, to be known as an Hebrew 
fcholar, and a reader of the different commentators. We 
allow his claim; but, if. he aims at the title of an Hebrew 
critic, it‘cannot be built on this performance, for little is new, 
and the novelties are fometimes trifling, and often doubtful. 
This celebrated chapter has called forth the erudition of many 
a German commentator, whofe duft has been fhaken of to fill 
the prefent pamphlet. The Song is indeed worthy of the la- 
bour beftowed on it, though much has been beftowed in vain. 
If we examine the tenor and object of this eulogetic hymn, 

it is, we find, to praife the Lord for the deliverance of Ifrael, 
to contraft the benefits derived from this deliverance with the 
former diftrefles of the country, and to enumerate the \fteps 
which led.to that happy event. In the latter part, particularly, 
Deborah affumes all the importance of a deliverer, and>relates, 
with great exultation, the circumftances which led :to the death 
of Sifera. We will now examine the criticifm, on thefe 
principles, 
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“ptinciples, and put Schurrer and Lette back on the fhelf;'nor 


will we once open Golius or Gjeularius. 

In the fecond vérfe, for * the avenging of Mrael,’ Mr. 
Wefton would read * for the takina away of the veil that was in 
Ifrael.? The fenfe is the fame, fince iw this Song, which is 
full of metaphér and allufron, the veil that overfhadowed Ifrael 
muft have been, as the tranflator is‘willing to allow, * the terror 
of Sifera and Jabin.” The omiffion of the vau, in xiii. 20. of 
Ezekiel, feems to pive fome confiftency to that unintelligible 
paflage. The annotator, Mr. Wefton, would read ‘ where- 
with you hunt the fouls of the young;” yet, in its prefent 
ftate, the paffage can fcarcely be faid.to be elucidated, In 
the feventh verfe, for we can only notice what feems to be 
important, he tranflates ‘ the leaders ceafed. in Ifrael,;’ and, 
indeed, has fhown, that if our verfion had faid the principal 
inhabitants, it would have been correct. In this flate, our 
tranflation is as near to the original as his own, for the term 
leaders doés not exprefs the extent of the defolation; the word 
implies a more confiderable deftruétion, and is but partially 
exprefied by the refinement of the tranflator. 

In the eighth verfe of the old tranflation, it is faid; * They 
have chofen new gods: then was war in the gates ;’—their 
idolatry was punifhed by invafion and defolation, while refitt- 
ance was out of their power, for they were without arms *: 
* was there a fhield or fpear feén among forty thoufand in 
Ifrael?? But plain fenfe is not enough for a minute critic: Let 
us attend to Mr. Wefton. 

¢ Of all the corruptions which defign or accident -have intro- 
duced into the Hebrew text, no one ever worked a.greater 
change in the fenfe than the one | apprehend to have taken 
place in this verfe. There is a very confiderable variety of in- 
terpretation of thefe words, and yet no critic feems to have 
guefied at the true meaning, if there be any certainty in my 
conjecture. Kennicot gives the pafiage to Deborah, but as the 
thing appears to me, it belongs to Barak.. Deborah tells us 
fhe, an infpired prophetefs and judge in Ifrael, took the lead 
becaufe the country was left without a general. Batak tells us 
that ‘he Was chofth immediately by God to conduét the war in 
his own country. Read ) 


Barak. oimox sna? 
| me wp 
The Lord chofe Kedefh of the Weft. Now we learn from the 
laft chapter (c. iv. v. 5.) that Barak was called out of Ketleh ; 
and that Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to-Kedefh, and 
went up from thence with his quota of men to mount Tabor, 


* See chap. iii, and’ 4. 
3 ’ Kedeih 
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Kedeth of the weft wants no explanation. Confult Jof. xix. 
34- Exod. x. 19+ xxvii. 12. Reland 697.’ 

Unfortunately, in the former chapter, it is not the Lord, 
but Deborah, who called Barak; and if the Lord commanded, 
it was that. 10,000 men fhould draw towards Mount Tabor, 
not that Barak fhould lead them.—But to go on: 

‘ The feventh and eighth verfes are thus to be diftributed : 
Verfe 7. -Deborah.—The leaders in Ifrael ceafed ; 

They ceafed till I Deborah arofe, 
Till ['arofe a mother in Ifrael. 
Verfe 8. Barak.—-The Lord chofe Kedeh of the weft ; 
Then when war was at the gates, 
‘Was there a fhield or a fpear feen, 
Among forty thoufand in Ifrael. 

¢ The reafon of this is evident from the hiftory in the laf 
chapter {(¢.iv.) Barak was gone to mount Tabor with all the 
troops he could colleét, and all the arms. This mode of in- 
terpretation, if it be admitted, will confirm the hiftory in the 
preceding ve and give a certain fenie to what was before 
vague and undetermined,’ 

This is a little extraordinary : when Barak went towards 
mount Tabor, war was zof at the gates; and itis more fo, 
that becanfe 10,0co men-were fent away, 40,000 fhould have 
no arms. Did not the’annotator know, that while the Ifrael- 
ites were enflaved, they were difarmed? Were they not dif- 
armed by the Philiftines? (Sam. i. xiii. 19.) Were not their 
efforts and their deliverance at different times, exerted .and 
perfe&ted by the rudeft weapons; a common knife, which 
Fhud himfelf made (Judges iii. 16), an ox goad (iil. 31.) 
with which Shamgar flew 600 Philiftines? Yet we learn, from 
the verfe in Samuel above mentioned, that at this time, not 
only the inftruments were made, but even ground, by men 
whofe occupation thefe employments exclufively were. We are 
indeed told, in the former chapter, that the hoft of Sifera fell 
on the edge of the fword; but the fwords muft have been 
few, when of 50,000 fighting men, 10,000 only could have 
been in any degree armed. 

Inftead of * ye who fit in judgment ptt Sy oye Mr. 
Wefton would read 17% Sy *Qy)?. The emendation may be 
admitted, though without any real advantage: we think it 
injures the fenfe, fince the different claffes are better difcri- 
-mMinated in our verfion. 

Our tranflation, in the next verfe, by a bold, but eae 
interpolation, reads, ‘ dey that are delivered from the noile 
of the archers, &c.’ carrying on the allufion from the nobles 
and the-magiftrates to the fhepherds, who drew water fecurely. 


Mr. Wefton, after Schurrer, repeats the laft word, and tran- 
flates, * Declare 
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* Declare the-praife of the Lord’. 
Above the voice of the archers at the watering-places,” 


The prepofition will undoubtedly bear this interpretation ; but 
the fenfe is neither clear or-conneéted, from Mr. Welfton’s 
tranflation ; and we fhould prefer the tranflation of the Bible, 
which is not without arguments to fupport it. Ge 

* They fought from heaven ; the ftar3 in their courfes fought 
againft Sifera.? This is the ufual hyperbolical ftyle, and 
mean’ that aff nature combinéd with the Ifraelites. Mr. 
Welton’s emendation is of little importante: in his oppofition 
to Lette, he feems to think, ‘that no army can be conquered 
in the day-light. Military men, we believe, think otherwife. 


‘ The river Kifhon {wept them away,’ 


* As their deftruction was the river Kithon : This i is a néat, 
and, we think,-a correét emendation. 


; 


-.  €In a lordly dith the brought him cream.” 
‘MXN thick milk,,or cream. A N55 Arabice Spiffam 
fuit Lac. Cf. Simonis lexicon.’ When we looked at the place 
where this Attempt was publifhed, we were not at a lofs to 
conceive the meaning of this paflage, which we fuppofe was 
fuggefted while the author indulged himfelf in one of the 


luxuries of Devonfhire, clotted cream. But we, who are ata 
* diftance from fuch repafts, muft prefer the old interpretation, 
though not entirely that of our tranflation. The word means, 
undoubtedly, thick milk; but it is zew milk, from which the 
cream has not been feparated. 

We thall add but one remark more: the interpretation’ of 
the word ESM"t is moft extraordinary. Is this a word whith 
.a judge of Ifrael would put into the mouth of Sifera’s mother, 
and her ‘ wife ladies,’ at leaft with this interpretation? He is 
not, however, fingular. A German ‘commentator has not 
fcrupled to tranflate it in the plaineft terms (Crit. Sacr. vol. ii, 
p- 2622.) as plain as Horace ufes, in the lines quoted by Mr. 
Wefton, 


«Nam fuit ante Helenam, &c. 


But Horace, he fays,, meant the expréeffion figutatively, as 
well as Barak, and he modeftly throws an oriental: veil over 
the word, fo that Horace himfelf would not know it agains 
We wih that the author had taken Uncle Toby’s adyice,— 

« wrapt it up and faid nothing about it? His judgment would 
have.then done him as much credit as the moft recondite 
knowlege of the fubje& can now pofliby afford him. 


"Vou. LXV. May, 17880: Aa 








































- 346° . New Phatmacopaias : 
On the firft opening of this work, we began to wonder at 
the extent of the author’s reading and learning: as we pro- 
ceeded, we found that he was only to be wondered at from a 
diftant views. He muf not be approached; no rude.hand 
mui remove the oriental veil; for under it we fhall find no- 
thing bugwhat is common and well known.- We mention this 
to account for our freedom with him: when our veneration 
leflened, ‘a little difpleafure took its places But extremes are 
always:wrong; and, while we ceafe to venerate, we fhould 
pay our tribute of applaufe to the extent of Ms. Wefton’s 
yeading, and his ftock of oriental literature. ) 
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The New Pharmacopwia of the Royal College of Phyficians of 

Bondon.  Tranflated into Englifo, with Notes, Indexes of 
new Names, Preparations. Sc. Se. By Thomas Healde, 
M.D. F.R.S8. 8v0. 5s. in Boards. Longman. 


AS we have gtven a pretty copious account of what the 
New Difpenfatory contains, we now proceed to confider 
its merits, and the labours of the tranflator. To tranflate 2 
work of fo little difficulty as a fyftem of prefcriptions, which 
Dr, Healde affifted in forming, can confer but inconfiderable 
honour. Accuracy will {carcely deferve praife, while error is 
unpardonable. Of pofitive errors we-cannot accefe our author. 
. Perhaps his ftyle might have been more neat, if he had not fo 
fiudioufly flept in the prints of the original. The notes con- 
tain fome fhort pharmaceutical directions, or fome explanation 
of the conduct of the committee appointed to reform the Dif- 
penfatory.. They might have been more numerous, with 
advantage, as much information is ftill wanted, refpe€ting the. 
conduc of fome of the proceffes, or the defigns of the College. 
Yet we ought to be grateful for what they have condefcended 
to reveal, 

_. After a very careful examination of this work, we muf al- 
jow it a confiderable fhare of commendation. It is a neat, & 
fimple, and, in many refpetts, a judicious fet of formule. 
Faftidious criticifm. may, indeed, find much to blame; but. 
the candid good-natured enquirer, who is aware of the great 
difficulty of the work, will forget little errors, when compared 
with numerous excellencies, The language, as will already 
shave appeared, is that which Bergman borrowed from Mors 
yeau:- the arrangement is very (perhaps too) {triétly pharma- 
€éiitical; and: the new formula are fome of the moft effica- 
cious which private praétice has-adopted. We thall mention, 
however, fome tifeumfances, in which we fefpeét the College 


have been too hafty, probably inconfiderate; and fome fub- 
6 ftances 
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New Pharmacopaia. Say 
ftantés which they have omitted: but we matt examine the 
work in its order. 

In the lift of materia medica we cannot bien the College 
for not adding the Linnzan names of thofe medicines ' which 
have not been afcertained ; but, as they have referred, for the 
botanical name of the lefler cardamoms, to Sonnerat’s voyage, 
they might have referred to Ives, or to Rumphius, for the 
columba, It is, alfo, a little remarkable, if the fpecies of 
amomum was fo clearly characterifed by Sonnerat, to induce 
the cautious College to refer to him, that Murray, in his 14th 
edition of the Species Plantarum, does not mention it.The 
College’s caution is peculiarly confpicuous in not putting 
‘down the botanical names of the cafcarilla, the gutta gamba, 
ipecacuanha, fanguis dracohis, and terebinthina. A common 
reader-“might fuppofe that thefe plants were as much un» 
known as thofe which produce the kino, gam ammoniac, and 
fagapenum, If they would not allow of the pretenfions of the 


_ genera croton, cambogia, pfycotria, pterocarpus, piftacia, or 


pinus, yet the characters of the authors who have decided on 
thefe fabjeéts fhould have induced them to fet down what — 
they had obferved, even if it had been diftinguithed by a note 
of interrogation. We believe that few genera are better af 
certained than thefe neglected ones.—In the qualities of the 
medicine employed, there are fome errors: kino is put dowh 
as a refin, though in its fynonym it is ftyled agum. ‘The 
College, who afcertained it to be a refin, fhould have en- 
quired into its nature. We found, that a tinéture from it, 
in proof-{pirit, would not turn milky on adding any ‘pro- 
portion of water; fo that, at beft, it muft have the dargett 
proportion of gum. The galbanum they. have-called a gam 
refin; but we have invariably found, that rectified fpirit would 
diffolve the whole, except impurities, while the proof-{pirit, 
which the College employs, left a confiderable refiduum ; the 
greateft part muft, therefore, have been refin, and their formula 
for the tmure of galbanum is unneceflarily extravagant. 

On the fuperfluities of the lift of materia medica we fhall 
make no remark: the excefs will be attended with no great 
injury; and we have not obferved any extraordimary defeéts. 
Thehyofcyamus might perhaps have made an ufefal addition. 
But, while we mention plants of this clafs, at may be of im- 
portance to méntion, that the helleborafter, if not carefully 
managed, may be injurious. There are two kinds of leaves 
of different ftrength, at once on the fhrub; and if-ufed in 
decodtion, as is ufual, deleterious effeéts are fometimes pro- 
duced, by not-attending to the leaf whichis gathered. The 
fafett rand would have been to have ordered the younger and 
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older leaves to be mixed, dried; powdered together, and kept 
clofely ftopped in a phial. Other medicines may be properly 
Kept in the fame ftate, and the fame manner. 

In the preparation of fimples there is.one confiderable error, 
viz. in preparing chalk, which, as it is a medicine often em- 
ployed for young children, fhould have been guarded with 
@n anxious caution. There is no rule for chufing the chalk; 
and this earth genesally contains flints, and a little. muriatic 
acid. If it were wathed carefully after powdering, and the 
lighteft parts only preferved for levigation, it would bea much 
fafer medicine. 

The conferves are in general welt chofen, and properly 
prepared : we regret only, that the conferve of mint is omit- 
ted. Wé have often found it ufeful: the wormwood. will 
fearcely fupply its place. Fhe infpiffated juice of the elder 
besries might have been omitted, with little difadvantage to 


the work, or to the world: .the infpiffated juices which are - 
added, will at leaft contribute to the elegance of prefcriptions, — 


if not to: efficacy. 

The new extracts are a confiderable improvement, if we 
except the extract of broom-tops, a medicine which once owed 
its reputation to its alkali, when burned, and which igno- 
rance alone could attribute to the plant in any other form. 
We have tried it in all its. fhapes, and find that, except in 
its afhes, there is no virtue. An extsaét of.bark is -un- 
doubtedly ufeful; but two extraéts are an ufelefs fuperfluity : 
yet they remain in fpite of what chemiftry and experience 
have dictated. The fubje& lies in a fmall compafs. The me- 
dical virtues of bark exift in a gummy refin; to extract it, 
either boiling water or proof-fpirit are fufficient; if, in rh 
firft infiance, the liquor is ftrained very hot. 

In the lift of oils we find an inftance of the Coltege’s . toe 
frit adherence to their pharmaceutical arrangement. ‘They, 
in effe&t, produce zther before it is exprefly named ;- and the 
aromatic oil, their ol. vini, occurs at the end of a procefs, 
while there is no obje& for the beginning: this is facrificing 
a natural method to a fancied order; but the fault is an im- 
material one. The clafs of falts we have already praifed ; but 
we ought to add, that they are evidently defective from -the 
omifion of the acidum tartari. The diftilled vinegar might 
have been thought-too weak, if there had not been a flronger 
acid, which may occafionally be, employed to ftrengthen it. 
We think that we fhould have preferred the terms of potafia and 
foda for the fixed a}kalis, as they admit of being declined, and 
are therefore more properly Latin; and if, inftead of aqua, 
the folution of any falt had been called lixiviam, it would have 
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avoided the ambiguity which may arife from the fimilar appel- 
jation of diftilled waters, and have been more ftnétly chemical. 
- In modern praétice, the met@llic preparations are of con- 
fiderable importance, and they have been much attended to by 


the college, They have done many things well ; ‘but not uni- | 


formly fo. In the folutions of metals in acids there is a rule, 
which is pretty general, that the metal muft be in different 
degrees calcined before it can be diffolved in the muriatie or 
vegetable acids. When diffolved in the other acids, and pre- 
cipitated from them by'the volatile or fixed alkalis, they are 
nearer or farther from a metallic ftate, and of courfe adapted 
for folution:in different menftrua, This principle is not fo 
clofely followed as it ought to have been, Antimonium cal- 
Cinatum, a calx of at leaft doubtful efficacy, fhould have been 
omitted. In particular fituations it may become emetic by 
expofure to the air; but this fact renders it more uncertain. 
Dr. Healde contends for its efficacy; but, as he has‘not the 
cleareft method of explaining himfelf, we fhall extra& his own 
words. Does he mean that the calx of 1741 is the fame 
which he finds to be emetic at pre/ent’; or becaufe it happened 
to be fo in 1741, it muft be fo now? 

‘ The tranflator hopes to be excufed if he fays, that he pre-~ 
pared the calx lota himfelf in 1741 ;—-that he#has ever fince 
ufed it,--often defignedly to excite naufea,~~and continues de- 
ceived, if, when genuine, it is inefficacious. It is generally 


given in {mall dofes, to promote a diaphorefis, from ten grains 
to a {cruple,’ 


We ought to value this information, for on the fubje& of 
metallic preparations he is very cautious of faying any thing. 
-—But when the College fpeak of a red heat, and burning the 
white matter about half an hour, we will defy any chemift to 

gmake it twice exactly of the fame ftrength, and it might have 
‘been emetic in 1741, and afelefs in any other year. The 
crocus of antimony is a very uncertain preparation, and un- 
doubtedly an improper one to make emetic tartar, We are 
told that chemiits are not agreed about the 4c way; muit 
therefore a dad one be retained? In fact, they are agreed, that 
to make it with the puly. algaroth. is better than any other 
. yet difcovered ; and, fince it is now known, that butteryof 
antimony can ‘be made by diitiling: mvuriatic acid from manga- 
nefe, into a receiver, in which crude antimony ‘has been ‘pre- 
vioufly put, we combine a confiderable degree of certainty 
with eafe and cheapnefs. This procefs is explained in the 
Hiflory of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, prefixed to their 
Franfadtions, a work which contains much valuable informa. 
sion. Before we quit the fubject of emetic tartar, we would 
Aa 3 recome 
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recommend powdering the cryftals, and mixing them together? 
we know that different cryftals, from the fame procefs, are of 
unequal’ ftrength. The vinitm antimonii, improperly fepa- 
rated, for the fake of ftriét pharmaceutical accuracy, from the 
other antimonials, is a very uncertain preparation, as the 
ftrength of white wine is not always the fame: it is in the 
ufual dofes generally ufelefs. Of the folution of emetic tartar in 
wine we cannot glfo {peak favourably: of ten ounces two are 
of water : if the water is added ‘hot, as the prefcription feems 
to imply, the mixture will be in a few.days four; if cold, 

there will always be fome depofition. In fact, formule of this 
kind belong to extemporaneous prefcription. The ferrum tare 
tarizatum is a preparation fo rude and unchemical, that it 
difgrates the work. There are ftates in which iron may be 
diffolved by the acid of tartar; and if a preparation of this 
kind be wanted, it fhould have been employed. We believe, 
however, that it is wholly unneceflary, fince the great advan- 
tage which arifes from the folution of any metal in vegetable 
acid, is the rendering it more mild. But iron, even ‘in the 
vitriolic acid, is not acrid. ‘The wines and tinétures of iror 
are weak medicines; in fri accuracy, the ferrum ineriatum 
fhould have been among the preparations of iron. 

The mercurials afford a fruitful fubjeé&t for remark: in ge» 
neral, however, the formule are fufficiently neat and accurate. 
We can mention only the moft important ones. The corrofive 
fublimate, whofe preparation we tranfcribed’ in our laft Num- 
ber, is that of Bolduc, with a little variation in the propor- 
tions, which we fufpect renders it more mild. It undoubtedly 
fhould be prepared’ by our chemifts, though there is in reality 
little reafon to fufpect its being fophifticated by arfenic. The 
yeafon for retaining calomel, with ‘mercurits muriatus mitis, 
the calomel of Scheele, we thal tranfcribe from the meas. 
who, on this fubjea, is anufnally clear. 

‘ This is\the mercurius dulcis precipitatus of the Pharm, 
Bond. fol, 1721. p. 145.—adopted by the Edinburgh, 1744, 
under the name of Merc. precip, albus,—and, after that, by 
the Swedith Difpenfatory, under the name of mercurius dulcis. 
As it has heen fuppofed by many to be a new invention of Mr, 

eele, and been recommended as an fafy and cheap fubititute 
for calémel, it-has grown pretty qnuch into ufe;, but the teftic 
monies, before the committee, o oF its good effects not being 
confonant with each other, the college chofe not to receive it 
inftead of a medicine of fuch eftablifhed character as calomel, 
and introduced this for futyre trial. It ig given in dofes fimi- 
lar to thofe of calomel.’ 

We have little to add to what we formerly faid, on the 
fubject of the other metals; yet we cannot help mentioning 
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two important omiffions; the cuprum.ammoniacale, and Plam- ' 
mer’s pill, medicines of confiderable efficacy, and very im- 
proper to be left to extemporaneous prefeription. The blue 
vitriol will not fupply the former; and no medicine in this 
volume will perform the office of the latter. * The ancients 
were miferably occupied by the fear and the correction of po® 
fons,’ fay the author and tranflator of the preface; but this 
sniferable occupation is not loft, and we may quote from this 
wew and improved edition, where intrepid and ‘ mafculime’ 
fentiments are faid to prevail, the terrors of fophittication’ by 
arfenic, the omiffion of copper, and the great caution relating 
¢o the faccharum faturni *. A precipitate, by the volatile 
alkali may, perhaps, be thought wanting. We have never feen 
any great advantage from the ufe of Plenck’s powder: on the 
contrary, it has appeared an inconvenient’ medicine ; ~ but, 
while it is often given, it fhould have found a place in the 
New Pharmacapeia. If a powder of this kind were pretipi- 
tated by the volatile alkali from a folution of mercury, in the 
nitrous acid, as in the puly. cinereus of the Edinburgh Dif- 
penfatosy, it might have been a sey proper medicine for the 
Vollege’s adoption. 

Of diftilled waters there are more than enough; but we 
ought to commend the terms and the accuracy with which 
' they are employed in the diftingtion of what ufed to be called 
fimple and fpirituous. The fpiritus diftillati include every 
thing which rifes in diftillation, combined with alcohol. But 
many of the fosmale might have been expunged. We with 
the affeGtation of ufing the fingular number only had been 
avoided; deco&. rofe.is the decoction of oge rofe. 

The decoétions alfo are too numerous, fince many of them 
are the objects of extemporaneous prefcriptions. Among the 
infufions is aq. calcis, added, perhZps, with pharmaceutical 
propriety, but ia other views improperly. In reality, there 
fhould have been a clafs of terrea, where every preparation of 
earths, or which owe their adtivity to earth, might have been 
anferted : this. clafs, in a pharmaceutical light, would not 
brave been more improper than the falisa’ and metallica. If 
the College would be ftriét, they fhould have been aniformby 
fo. We are forry-to find the infuf, fene limoniatum. wanting; 
an infufion of aloes, in lime-water, an ufefal arepaniadll 
might alfo have found its way into this edition. 





® The tranflator, however, takes violent emetice: he took, 50 years 
ago, the corrofive foblimate for this purpofe, and fpeaks, from his own 
experience, of the effects of. turpeth mineral, 
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The tinétures are managed with fufficient clearnefs, and 
there is no want of various articles of this kind. The occur- 
rence, however, of tinét. fuliginis, in the laft edition, reminds 
us of taking leave of this ufeful medicine; we do it with re. 
gret: an extract of foot we have often ufed with great advan- 
tage, and think that many other tinctures might have been 
sejeGted with lefs injury. The tin&, flor. martialium and 
faturnina, we have ufed with beneficial effeéts. So far as 
the latter is a chalybeate, it may be fupplied by the tiné. 
ferri muriati; but we are convinced, that it alfo contains 
lead; on that account, we fuppofe it ufeful: on that account 
the College may have rejected it—-Dodtors differ ! The tinétures 
of columba, and of cafcarilla, are ufeful additions, 

The mixtures. afford little room to remark: they contain 
Jome valuable preparations; but this clafs is made up with fo 
Jittle care, that Hoffman’s anodyne liquor is near to lac am- 
moniac. ; and the compound fpirit of ammonia, is joined with 
chalk, julep, and almond milk : nothing better could, indeed, 
be expe¢ted fram a title fo general, and fo little difcriminated. 
‘The fyrups are unreafonably. multiplied ; we forgot to mention, 
in our laft article, the fyrups of mulberries, rafberies, and black 
currants. Among the oxymels, that of the meadow-faffron is 
avery ufeful addition, 

Of the pawders we can fay little hefides what occurs in our 
Jaft article : they fometimes fupply the place of pills and elece 
taries, forms tq which our College feem to have an unreafon- 
able averfion. What is, however, included under thefe titles 
are very proper, and furnifh no opportunity for criticifm. The 
improvement of the old philonium was, in fome degree, done 
before by the college of Edinburgh, and we think done better, 
‘A confeétio japonica is probably wanting, we mean a medicine 
of a fimilar. kind to that which occurs under this title in the 
lat Edinbusgh Difpenfatory. The. externals are fufliciently 
exact. The College feem not to have provided practitioners 
Sufficiently with fedative ones, unclogged with wax; but per- 
haps thefe may be fypplied by extemporaneous prefcription, 
As we. have not given many fpecimens of Dr. Healde’s re- 
marks, we fhal] add two, that on the emplaftrum cantharidis, 

nd on the emplafirum ladani. We point out the laf chiefly 
ra obferve, that as the committee had prepared a narrative, it 
certainly fhoyld have been publithed, ox at deat more impor- 
tant extraéls made from it. 

‘ Complaints have been often, and for a jen time juftly, 
made of the failure of blifters,—not perhaps always from a dee 
fect of the former formula, This and another compofition were 
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at the fame time applied by one of the committee on himfelf: 
this was found to anfwer perfeétly well, «and with lefs pain than 
the other. That this, however, or any other compofition fhould 
conftantly fucceed, the apothecary muft be careful that the flies 
be good,—frefh powdered,—that powder very fine,—and that 
the plafter be neither made in too great quantity at once, nor 
fpread with a fpatula too much heated.’ 

‘ This is the empl. ftomachicum of the former Difpenfatory, 
The committee thereon apprehended that no fuch plafter could 
be effectual-without fome volatile fubftances ;—that, to produce 
any confiderable effects, the application muft be frequently re- 
newed ;—and that this, being but moderately adhefive, might, 
without offending the fkin, be taken off as often as fhould be 
judged neceflary, See their Narrative.’ 

We cannot conclude without exprefling our approbation of 
the New Pharmacop@ia in general. Difference, of opinion 
will always occur; and, in a work like this, fome complai- 
fance is due-even to the errors of our fellow-labourers. Other 
obfervers may point out more faults than we have done, or 
may think that fome of thefe are fuperfluous. We have given 
only the honeft refult of a careful enquiry, without wifhing 
to raife the credit of our perfpicacity, by multiplying faults, 
or court, favour by concealing them. Our end is fufficiently 
anfwered, if it leads praétitioners to reflect on fome points 
which they have not attended to, or furnifh a hint to the Col- 
lege in their next edition, | 





fix Effay on the Malignant, Ulcerated Sore Throat; containing 
Refiedtions on its Caufes and fatal EfftG&s in 1787. With a 
remarkable Cafe, accompanied with large purple Spots all over. 
the Body, a Mortification of the Leg, Fe. 5c. By William 
Rowley, M.D. 8vo. 2s. Nourfe, 


pus Effay before us is the production of an excentric, though 
_ ingenious practitioner, to whom we are indebted for fan- 
cies and for improvements. In this work he is extremely tedi- 
ous, and we began to fufpe& that he felt the fatal influence of 
narrative old age. The introduétion contains an account of Dr. 
Rowley’s life, education, and experience: it is diffufe, with- 
out the leaft intereft. In the enfuing pages ‘he returns to the 
fame fubject in different forms, and details the fame precept 
jn words but little varied: The fixth and latter part of the 
ninth fections, in pages 12th and’14th, are nearly the fame. 
The fecond and fourth caufes of putrid complaints differ but 
jn words; and, in the latter, as well as in other parts of 
the Effay, mephitic air is blamed for effets which, we fufpe&, 
jt never produced, If any kind of air, independent of be 
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miafmata which it conveys, is injurious, it is phlogifticated 
air. ‘The choke-damp, which is ftyled mephitic, is generally 
either phlogifticated or inflammable air: in fome cafes, it is 
an union of both. Befides little inaccuracies of this kind, 
which are very common, ‘there are many errors, from inde- 
finite language. Dr. Rowley tells us, that he has afcertained 
the real cawfés of many difeafes by diffeCtion ; but thofe who 
are beft acquainted with diffeCtions and with practice have ge- 
nerally found that, in opening dead bodies, they have feen 
only effets, or effects with dificulty diftinguifhed from caufes. 
Again, in page 6th, from the cemparative view of difeafes 
‘it appears that the raias began fooner.? We believe no 
difeafes can difcover the quantity of rain: it may be guefs- 
ed at; perhaps, if the temperature of the air be alfo known. 
Jn page 13th, he fpeaks of the laxity of the blood producing 
a laxity of the arteries; but nothing is more evident, from the 
celerity of the.changes, that both are produced by the fame 
caufes. One inftance more: 
. © Fixed air is prevalent in the bottom of mines, and called 
choke-damp. 

¢ It arifes from liquors in a ftate of fermentation, and occu- 
pies their furface, called, by the former chemifis, gas, and, indeed, 
lately gaffes, by a very ingenious philofopher.’ 
_ The cafe which is firft related, was very highly putrid, and 
managed with care and effect. The fuccefs was fuch as Dr. 
Rowley deferved, from his fpirit and decifion ; but the views 
and defigns, the ratio fymptomatum, and the powers of-reme~ 
dies, are {pun out to an anmerciful length. Poor Nature too, 
is abufed without merey, becaufe fhe will not cure difeafes 
which, before the bodily effeéts are produced, undermine the 
vital power, It is true, that fhe muft be trufted little in pu- 
trid complaints, and in fome chronic ones; yet fhe often per- 
forms miracles. ‘There is no fubjec&t, perhaps, which requires 
a nicer; and a more accurate difcuffion, than what the powers 
of nature are, and how far they may be trufted ; but this dif- 
cufion muft not be referved for the rafh hand of Dr. Rowley. 

It ts eafy to enumerate the methods of our author, fo far as 
_ they. may not be generally practifed, for none are new. He 
gives bark and cordials early, and as freely as the violence of 
the difeafe feems to require. He ufes gargles of mineral acids 
and bark. He thinks bliftering of at deatt doubtful efficacy : 
to fay the beft of epifpaltics is, in his opinion, that they do 
no harm. He gives the acefcent purgatives, with fena, and 
condemns the falts. Purging, however, he ufes with great mode 
gation, and emetics he thinks injurious. Frefh air and cleanli+ 
pefs are, as may be expected, important objects, In all thefe 
opinions 
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opinions we agree with him ; but we have not commonly push- 
ed the bark fo far; and have been afraid of ufing it in the 
angina maligna trachealis. §o far as we’ have employed it, 
we think it has done harm ; but, in that difeafe, with this ex- 
ception, we can fully confirtn our author’s obfervation, that bark 
does not increafe the dy{pneea of putrid difeafes. His criticifms | 

on the practice of other authors are juft, but, in fome inftances, 
too fevere. The temporary phrenitis, which he defcribes, 
we have often feen as the fist fymptom of putrid complaints, 
and .feen it very tranfitary. It was once removed by a large 
glafs of ftrong negus, with nutmeg. The fpices and aro- 
matics, as local applications in ulcerated fore throat, qur au- 
‘thor has not fufficiéatly attended to. Asa fpecimen of his 
beit manner, we fhall fele&. his account of the phrenitis ma- 
Jigna. We thall fele&t it as a counter-balance to our criticifms 
on his faults. 

* 1. The patients are feized with a fpecies of delirium with 
out fever. 

‘ 2. They talk wildly, exprefling falfe fears, and deferibing 
falfe images of the mind. 

¢ 3. No heat, thirft, difcoloration of the tongue, cold fhiver- 
ings, or any other febrile fymptoms appear. 

* 4. Sometimes they are melancholy ; at others fo obftrepée- 
rus as to require three or four perfons to hold them. 

‘ s. The pulfe is never, or rarely, quick, but, on the con- 
trary, is depreffed, and flower than ufual; fome have beat fo 
flow as forty in a minute. ' 

* Bleeding fhewed the blood not to be in an inflamed; but 
Jax flate; and, if repeated, did manifef injary. 

¢ Evacuations of vomiting, fweating, and purging, anfwer- 
ed no purpole, except to lower the patients, and prolong the 
difeafe, 

‘* The diforder il fo fimilar to a maniacal affection, 
which is a delirium without fever, that the ftraight waiftcoat 
was, in fome inftances, propofed, or the removal of patients 
to a mad houfe. 

* It differed, however, froin the true inflammatory phreni- 
tis, being diftitute of fever; and from madnefs, berate te has 
happened to numbers, and terminated in a few days. 

‘From many cireumftances, it appeared of the putrid kind, 
abforbed from putrid ma/mata, and determined to the brain 
and its membranes. 

‘ The remedies, which have cured the cafes I have feen, are, 
camphor in large dofes, and, after a proper laxative, the cor= 
te Peruvianus,’ 


Ds. Rowley promifes many other publications. We hope 
that he will not be fo diffufe as ip the prefent Effay.. The 
leaves of a luxuriant tre¢ either prevent or hide the fruit. BB ee 
. . he 
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The Hi ‘hery of Fungufes, growing about Halifax. With Fortys 
. Sour Copperplates ; on which are engraved fifty-one Species of 
Agarics. 3 Vols. Vol, I. By Fames Bolton, 410. 2l. 25, 
coloured, 14. 75. plain, White and Son. 


ME: Bolton’s firft volume contains fifty-one f{pecies of aga. 

ricus, and we find that at leaft nineteen more remain, 
Sar after plate 7oth, where the agarics are concluded, we ‘are 
told there will be a methodical Index of all the fpecies‘of this 
genus. This would at once lead us to conclude, that our au- 
thor has raifed many varieties to a higher rank; for Linnzus 
had enumerated only twenty-eight fpecies ; Murray, with all 
the improvents that could add to the 14th edition, thirty-nine; 
and Hadfon fifty-one. Hudfon indeed occafionally divides the 
dpecies too minutely; and in this inftance he. has done fo, 
though one of his varieties is confidered by Murray as a di- 
Ring fpecies: “ Linnzus has.remarked that he mentions but 
few fpecies of the fungi, to avoid varieties, which are more 
Mumerous in this clafs. than are ufually fuppofed,, though it 
may be alledged that it is not eafy to diftinguith between {pe- 
cies and varieties in plants, which canrot be preferved, or in 
general raifed from feed. 

Of the fifty-one fungi defcribed by Mr. Bolton, we can find 
but fixteen in Hudfon ; but we cannot properly compare thefe 
authors, unlefs we were certain of the exaéinefs of the refer- 
ences, or had all] the fpecies before us.’ Our author apologifes 
for the defeét of fome references ; and where we fufpect defects, 
it is not eafy to fay, whether the name in Hudfon is omitted, 
er that the plant in. queftion may not be a variety of fome 
future fpecies.. It is not indeed probable, that all the fungi 
of England may be found in the neighbourhood of Halifax, 
We mvft therefore omit all critical examination, and give ay 
account of what Mr. Bolten has done. 

The Introdudiion contains a general account of the differ- 
ent genera, and the objects of attention in the difcrimination 
of the.warious fpecies. ‘Thefe defcriptions are illuftrated by 
references to the frontifpiece, where, with fome fancy, the 
different genera are hung in a feftoon. The fpecies defcribed 
from Hudfon in this firft volume, are the Androfaceus, Clavus, 
Candidus, Campanulatus, Cinnamoneus Deliciofus, Denticu- 
latus, Extin@torius Fafcicalasis, Fimetarius, Integer, Laéti- 
fluus, Mufcarius, Procerus, Piperatus, Umbelliferus. The 
thirty-five other trival names it would be ufelefs to tranfcribe, 
without a farther defcription of each than our limits will 
allow. We thall felec& a.fpecimen of our: author’s manner, 
and i¢ fhall be what he fuppofes to be a new Species. “ 

‘ Agas 














Bolton's Hiflory of Fangu/et. 357 
*Acanicus fipitatus, piles lamellis et ftipite albido, tota planta 
corracea. 
. - © Novez Acarte. 

¢ The root is a little hard tubercle, the fize of a {mall pea, 
of a brownifh colour, and furnifhed with a great number of 
fine fhort capillary greyifh.fibres: there is no volva. 

‘ The ftem is round, cylindrical the thicknefs of a duck’s 
quill, three inches high, of a dead white colour, and of a 
folid, firm, tough, elaftic fubftance, but eafily fplits from end 
to end, in white, fpringy, fhining filaments: ‘there is no cur¢ 
tain. , ‘ 

¢ The gills are difpofed in three ferites, rather broad than 
otherwife, remotely placed, white, and of a tough and phable 
fubfiance. | 
_ © The pileus at firft convex, afterwards becomes. horizontal 
and deprefied in the centre, with a cavity refembling:a navel ; 
it is from. one to two inches diameter, of a white colour, a 
{mocth furface, and a tough elaftic fubftancee The plant is of 
a flow growth, and abides for weeks; in decay the colour 
changes from white to a yellowith brown, after which it melts 
in a brown liquor. 

« Grows'in clofe plantations, particularly thofe of fir or 
larch, from July to Oétober. It abounds in the plantations 
about Fixby-Hall, the feat of T. Thornhill, Efq; the rich and 
extenfive plantations around that rural and beautiful villa, haye 
afforded me feveral curious and andefcribed fpecies of Britith 
Fungi.’ 

We have feleéted this defcription partly for the fake of the 
concluding paragraph, and to remark that new mufhrooms, 
which occur in extenfive plantations of foreign trees, may be 
truly fufpe&ted of not being indigenous. There are fome others 
found in hot-houfes, which are equally fufpicious, and- per- 
haps our feemingly native plants may be in this way increafed, 
withoat our having a right to claim the treafure as our own. 

This work is illuftrated by forty-four plates ; and the fecond 
volume will contain twenty-fix more; for, as we have remarked, 
the Agarics conclude at plate 70. It will contain alfo the 
genera of Boletus, Hydnum, and Phallus. The third volume 
comprehends the feven remaining genera; and, as the objedts 
are {mall, the plates will be lefs numerous. This work feems 
to be executed with the author’s ufual accuracy : the plates are 
clear and expreffive, rather than elegant; and the language is 
properly adapted to the work. 





The Obferver: being a ColleBion of Moral, Literary, and Fa- 
miliar Effays. Vol. IV. Sve. 35. in Boards. Dilly. 


WE have examined the different parts of this colletion, 
in our LIXth Volume, p. 207, and in the LXIIid, p. 


93° 


















































368 The Ob/erver. 
g3-.and bave found great reafon for commending its ftyle, the 
information contained in it, the various entertainment plenti- 
fully difperfed, as welbas thé moral ‘tendency of the whole, 
Mr. Cumberland, like the induftrious ant, 
* Ore trahit quocunque poteft atque addit acervo,’ 
for this is not the laft volume, and may be the fruitful parent 
of many more. Its merits are not inferior, in general, to thofe 
' Of its predeceffors, though we found, or thought we found, 
the language polifhed with lefs care, the fentences fomes 
times not fo happily turned as they appéared to be before, 
But as we have looked carefully for examples of little negli- 
gences, with no great faccefs, we would not accufe our author 
of inattention: yet fometimes we may, perhaps, feel what we 
cannot defcribe, and be fenfible of a difference on the whole, 
though it may not be readily pointed out in particular parts. 

The fubjects of this volume are chiefly a continuation of the 
Grecian literary hiftory ; it comprehends an account of the 
authors of the middle comedy,’ with fome remains, colleéted 
with no little labour, and tranflated with great neatnefs and 
accuracy.—The ftories are well-told: the character of Ned 
Drowfy, in fome refpects, perhaps, too artificially defcribed, 
is, however, delineated with great fkill, and the changes which 
love, almighty love, produces, developed with accuracy. Mr, 
Cumberland alfo appears.as a polemic with good fuccefs. His 
obfervations on Dr. Prieftley’s opinions deferve attention, and 
his anfwer to David Levi is highly fatisfactory. But we need 
not examine works of this mifcellaneous kind in detail. As 
we have not yet given any account of the Grecian dramattits 
from our author, we fhall], in this article, giye fome fpecimens 
of the volume, from the Numbers which relate to that fubjeé. 

From. this collection, we feel the moft lively regret at the 
lofs of the works of thefe dramatifts: there are, in the diffe- 
tent extraéts, much comic humpor, with animated defcrip- 
tions of men and manners; many- judicious refleGions, and 
‘well-drawn morals. 

‘Oar poet (Alexis, one of the earlieft writers of the middle 
comedy muft have been in an ill-humour with the fex, when he 
wrote this comedy, or elfe the Athenian wives muft have been 
mere.Xantippes to deferve what follows,— 

‘ Nor houfe, nor coffers, nor whatever elfe 
Is dear and precious, fhould be watch’d {fo clofely, 
As fhe whom you call wife, Sad lot is our’s, 
Who barter life and all it’s free delights, 
To be the flaves of woman, and are paid 

» Her bridal portiou in the lucklefs: coin 
Of forrow and vexation. A man’s wrath 
Is milk and honey to a woman’s rage : 











He cat-bemach offended and forgive,’ =» ° | 
She never pardons thofe fhe moft offends : . 
What the thould do. the flights, what the thould not 
Hotly purfues ; falfe to each virtuous point, 
And:only in her wickednefs fincere. : 
‘ ‘Who but a lunatic would wed and be 

Wilfully wretched? betterto endure 
"Fhe fhame of poverty and all it’s taunts 
Rather than this. ‘The reprobate, on whom 
The Cenfor fet his brand, is juftly doom’d 

_ Unfit to govern others, but the wretch 
‘Who weds,, no longer can command himfelf, 


. Nor hath his woe a period but in death.’ 


Alexis, in his riddling defcription of love, greatly refem- 
bles Shakfpeare, who tortures one poor word a thowfand 
ways: he does not, however, fpeak with great refpe& of that 
paffion, and, in general, the authors of the middle comedy are 
not very complaifant to the fair fex. It is the era of polifhed 
refinement that. pays the ladies the refpe&t due to them, and 
fometimes makes them: leaft deferving of it. The following 
tender and pathetic fentiments are of a different kind, and 
highly beautiful: they are the produétion of = an 
author alfo of the middle comedy. 

‘« Let the earth cover and proteét it’s dead! 
And let man’s breath thither return in peace 

* From whence it came; his fpirit to the tkies, 

s. «His body to the clay of which ’twas form’d, 
Imparted to him as a loan for life, 
Which he. and all muft render back again 
To earth, the common mother of mankind.’ 

¢ Wound not the foul of a departed man ! 
*Tis impious cruelty; letjuftice itrike + 
The living, bat in mercy {pare the dead, 
And why purfue a fhadow that is paft? . 
Why flander the deaf carth, that cannot hear, © 
The dumb that cannot utter? When the foul 
No longer takes account of human wrongs, 

:-+ Nor joys nor forrows touch the mouldering heart, 
As well you may give feeling to the tomb, 

As what it coverss—both alike defy you.’ 


As a fpecimen of the comic caft, we will fele& the following 
defcription of a lexiphanic fervant, who {peaks, as we fufpect, 
from Homer. Lucian has much of this kind of wit, but the 
original muft be looked for in Straton. 
¢ I’ve harbour’d-a he-fphinx and not.a.cook, a 
For by the gods he talk’d to me in riddles - 
And coin’d new words that pofe me to interpret. _ | 


No fooner had he enter’d on his office, : 
Thas 
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Than, eyeing me from head to foot, he crieso« 
How many mortals haft thou bid to fupper!. 
Mortals! quoth I, what tell you me of mortals ? 
~ Let Jove decide on their mortality ; 
You’re crazy fure ; none by that name are bidden«. | 
No table-wfher? no one to officiate 
As mafter of the courfes?—==No fuch perfon ; 
Mofchion and Niceratus and Philinus, 
Thefe are my guefts and friends, and amongft thefe - 
You’)! find no table-decker as I take it. — - 
- Gods! is it poflible? cried he: moft certain PRE 
I patiently replied; he fwell’d and huff’d, 
As if forfooth I had done him heinous wrong, 
- And robb’d him of his proper dignity ; | 
Ridiculous conceit !—What offering mak’ft thou — : 
To Erfichthon? he demanded: none— 
Shall not the wide-horn’d ox be fell’d? cries he; 
I facrifice no ox—nor yet a-wether ? 
NotI, by Jove; a fimple theep perhaps: 
And what’s a wether but a theep? cries he. 
J’m‘a plain man, my friend, and therefore fpeak 
» Plain language :—What! I {peak as Homer does; 
And fure a cook may ufe like privilege 
And more than a blind poet—not with me; 
V’ll have no kitchen-Homers in my houfe ; 
So pray difcharge yourfelf!—this faid, we parted.’ | 


We fhall tranfcribe but one fhort paffage more, which we 






























think carries its own apology with it. It is a defcription of 
the manner of Demofthenes, from Timocles. ; 
















¢ Bid me fay any thing rather than this ; 
But on this theme Demofthenes himfelf 
Shall foone? clieck the torfetit of his fpeech 
Than. I—Demofthenes! that angry orator, 
That bold Briareus, whofe tremendous throat, 
Charg’d to the teeth with battering-rams and f{pears; 
Beats down oppofers; brief in fpeech was he, - 
But, croft in argument, his threat’ning eyes 
Flafh’d fire, whilft thunder vollied from his lips.’ 


Thereé fs a difcovery of fome curiofity in this volume, which 


will probably be new to many of our readers, that Ben Jon- 
fon, in one of his love-fongs, which is full of forced concetti, ° 
was entirely indebted to the fophift Philoftratus. The fong 
is the ninth in the colleflion, ftyled the Foreft, and will be 







readily recollected from the firit line, 


¢ Drink to me only with thine eyes.’ 
The literal tranflation from Philoftratus’s third letter is— 


¢ Drink to me with thine eyes only ; or, if thou wilt, patting 





the cup to thy lips, fill it with kiffes, and fo beftow it on me.” 
7 | In 
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In many refpeéts he is very complaifant to Ben Jonfon 
he examines the Fox with critical accuracy, traces its author 
often in claflic ground, and, after noticing its principal im- 
perfections, concludes that, critically fpeaking, the Fox is 
neareft to perfection of any one drama, comic or tragic, which 
the Englifh ftage is at this day in poffeffion of. Perhaps the 
claffical daft, which fo plentifully covers this antiquated play, 
may have blinded Mr. Cumberland a little: we muft, indeed, 
own, that no play of Jonfon fhows a ftronger and more vigo- 
rous conception, more happy contrivances, and bolder as well — 
as more charatteriftic language ; but it cannot be concealed 
that, in the characters as well as the language, he was littlé- 
more than a copyift. The Hzredipeta was almoft new to the 
Englifh ftage; and he gave the Parafites Englifh words: to 
make the perfon they flattered over-reach them, was not a no- 
velty either in Greece cr Rome. 

The fuppofed Grecian manufcript, which gives an account 
of ancient paintings, but which is defigned to defcribe Mr; 
Boydel’s defign of illuftrating Shakfpeare, is well conduéted ; 
and the fimilarity of fome of Shak{fpeare’s fituations to thofe 
which may have occurred in the loft plays of Sophocles and 
Euripides, difplays much imagination and knowlege. Mr. 
Cumberland, we may fuppofe, did not defign to deceive: he 
has left the fecret too much difclofed for that purpofe, and 
that Number will not long deceive any reader of Shakfpeare. 
It would have fucceeded better if he had not mentioned the 
Areopagus.—On the whole, we fhall not regret to find this vo- 
lume fucceeded by more of the fame kind. We would, however, 
recommend, at the conclufion of the work (longe abfit) that 
a copious index be added: particular facts of importance aré 
{cattered with fo much uncertainty, that the utility of thefé 
volumes will be greatly leffened if this appendage be neglected. 





Idées fur la Meteorologie par I. A. De Luc. Continued from po 135. 


]N our Review of the firft part of this work we mentioned 

the author’s opinion, that all bodies of the clafs of vapours 
confifted of a lighter yielding matter, and a heavy one, 
diffolved in, or intimately combined with it. Fire, which he 
confiders as a vapour, has light for its yielding or expanfive 
principle, and the more folid ingredient he calls the matter 
of fire. This principle muft be kept in view through the 
whole work, particularly in the third Chapter, to which we 
are proceeding, and which treats of the electric fluid as a va- 
pour: the firft feétion is on the analogies and differences 
Vor. LXY. May, 1788. Bb between, 
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between the electric fluid and watery vapours, This fluid, as 
a vapour, muft confift of, the two matters which diftinguifh 
other vapours, the fluide deférent, which he calls the fluide 
deférent electrique, and the grofler material, which he. ftyles 
the eleétric matter. This defcription at firit puzzled us con- 
fiderably: if the former were what we have called the eleétri- 
cal fluid, and the latter the electric body, we could fee fome 
foundation for the explanation; but if it were fo, the analo- 
gies would be often fanciful, and generally inaccurate. If it 
were not, our author feemed to have divided a fluid, which 
appears fimple, into two imaginary ingredients, to reduce it 
under a clafs whofe foundation, with refpe& to its compofition, 
is itfelf imaginary. It is neceflary, however, to purfue M. de 
.Lue, in his explanation of electrical appearances; and we 
muft alfo adopt his language. 

The difference between conduttors and non- condnétors, he 
obferves, is this: in the former, the electric fluid plays on the 
furface, while it is abforbed in the fubfance of the latter. 
Excitement confifts only in the agitation of the eleétric fluid, 
and one body, by accident, catches more of it than another. 
Jn reality it is only vifible when taken from the fubftance of 
the one, and fcattered over the furface of the other ; its efcape 
from the latter is influenced by various circumftances, which 
we cannot enumerate. The phenomenon of the. magic plate 
is explained by an experiment, which applies but imperfedlly 
toit. Ifa plate of glafs be moiftened with water, and to one 
fide fome water in a ‘flate of vapour be added, the vapour will 
be decompofed, the newly-formed water will be added to what 
was there before, and-the heat penetrating through the glafs, 
will reduce the water on the other fide to a flate of vapour: of 
courfe the oppofite fides will be in different flates, the firt will 
be warmed by the efcape of the latent heat, and the other will 
be cooled by the evaporation ; but, as the heat on one fide 
contributes to the changes on the other, they will by degrees 
come to an equilibrium. The fame events take place «in 
charging the magical plate of glafs; if, for the vapour, we fub- 
ftitate the electrical fluid, and for the heat, its yielding ingre- 
dient. ‘The fame explanation is alfo adapted to the Leyden 
vial ; but the whole is incumbered with many difficulties; and 
a be admitted with great caution, even if the compofition 
of the electrical fluid fhould be allowed, or if it fhall hereafter 
be proved. — 

‘In the fame way, though fcarcely more fatisfattorily, are ex- 
plained the phenomena of M, Volta’s eléftrophorus, of which 
the conftruGion we muft fuppofe well known.. When the. waxen 
fide is rubbed, negative electricity is produced, — The place of 
the 
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the electrical fluid-is; however, fupplied by the yielding fluid» 


on the other fide, which leaves the heavier part lefs capable 
of refifting the eleétricity of the earth ; fo that fome portion of 
eleGrical fluid is fupplied from that fource. Thefe oppofite 
changes are bounded by the limits of the negative eleCtricity ; 
and thefe different ftates are permanent, becaufe the fide which 
is rubbed receives with difficulty the quantity of fluid which 
it had loft, and becaufe the expanfion which the elettrical 
fluid on the under fide receives, by the increafed quantity of 
yielding fluid, prevents any alteration, The particular cir- 
cumftances of the experiment are detailed and explained, in a 
manner equally hypothetical. ‘The condenfer of eleétricity, 
is, ® our author’s opinion, an inftrument, whofe nature is very 
different from that of the electrophorus : its object, as we have 
already obferved, is to make fmall quantities of electricity 
fenfible. Our author defcribes M. Volta’s inftrument, which 
is generally known, and explains it particularly, but in a 
manner that we cannot abridge. 

The next fection is on eleétric influences, and relates to 
difference of opinion, between lord Stanhope and M. Volta, 
‘The faét occurs in lord Stanhope’s Treatife on Elericity. If 
to the prime conductor of an electrical machine, another lon 
infulated conduétor be prefented, and placed on the fame line 
with it, during the time of its influence, the extremity of the 
fecond conductor neareft to the firit, is in a negative ftate ; 
the moft diftant extremity is pofitive; and there is an inter- 
mediate portion, where the ftate of the conduétor is unaltered. 
M. de Luc thinks the different opinions on this fubje&t may 
be reconciled by fuppofing thefe two philofophers to confider 
it in different lights. Lord Stanhope fpeaks of the denfity of 
the eleétric fluid, which of courfe is lefs on the negative than 
the pofitive fides, while M. Volta confiders only its expanfive 
force, which remains unchanged. The experiments which 
relate to this fubje&t, and which we cannot tranfcribe, fill the 
r@nainder of this fection; and they feem to fhow pretty 
clearly, that the changes in the denfity are not attended with 
proportional changes, in the expanfive force, during the action 
of the influences. It may be, however, proper to obferve, 
that our author points.out the analogy between different va~ 
pours, in their action on the inftruments defigned to meafure 
their degrees. ‘Thus, while the ele€trometer is rather the 
meafure of the expanfive force than of the denfity of the elec- 
trical fluid, the thermometer, he has endeavoured to fhow, 
is the fame of heat, and the manometer with refpect to watery 
vapours. But, fince the theory of thefe fluids is on fo uncer 
tain a footing, we cannot depend much on this analogy. 

Bbz The 
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. The: feventh feGion,is:;on electrical motions; and as the 
terms attraction and: repulfion have been confidered not,as faéts, 
but as implying the caufe of the facts, M. de Luc employs the 
terms of tendency to,.approach or feparate, The fir law of 
ele&trical motion, which our author confiders as a fundamental 
one, is, that when bodies at liberty are-electrified they move 
only in proportion to the quantity of eleétrical matter, that is, 
in the ratio of the denfities.of the electrical huid, and not of 
the degrees of its expanfive force. The yielding fluid, though 
it-influences the diftribution of the heavier fluid, yet paffes 
too freely through bodies to affect their motion. From this 
fource M. de,Luc proceeds to explain the particular motions, 
and:to apply what is eftablifhed by experiment to this gengral 
law. From numerous experiments he thinks he has reafon 
to\conclude, that the motions depend really on the quantity of 
the electric fluid, and not on the yielding fluid. In this en- 
quiry, though the experiments are curious, and in fome réfpets 
ufeful, he feems,not to have advanced one ftep. His hypo- 
thetical| yielding fluid has no fhare in electrical motions ; fo 
that.it is ikea man of itraw brought in only to be deftroyed, 
He next-proceeds, to explain how the air contributes to deter- 
mine the laws obferved in this refpect in fenfible bodies. The 
general law is found to be the following : when the air which 
furtounds.a body at liberty more nearly agrees, in its elec- 
tric ftate, with. one of the fides of this body than with the 
other, the body moves to that air which differs in the greateft 
degree from it. M. de Luc employs large bodies in thefe ex- 
periments, in preference to fmall ones, and difcovers. their 
ftate of electricity by the application of ele€trometers. He 
next proceeds to defcribe this inftrument, fo often mentioned, 
and-fo.generally employed. . After a pretty long enquiry what 
an ele&lrometer ought to be, and which our aathor defigned 
that. his fhonld be, he defcribes it with a minute accuracy. 
Indeed there are not only electrometers for great degrees of 
electricity, but for {mall ones, in our author’s words me t- 
meters and micrometers, fince, in various views, the infirament 
which can meafure {mall degrees of electricity would be a very 
inadequate ftandard for the greater accumulations. The beft con- 
ftruction..of a megameter is not very clearly afcertained ; but 
when, properly. made, one very important ufe of the inflrument 
ds-pointed out, viz. to afcertain the neceflary proportion be- 
tween the, fize of the prime conductor, and the power of the 
miachine-.;, for when.the former is too fmall, the electric fluid 
~refgapes by ftarts, and gives {udden vibrations to the elettro- 
»meter,., There is.a very obvious diftinétion in the ufe of thefe 
infixyments, between the fize and length of the fpark, and the 
quan- 
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quantity of eleétricity, fince much depends’on the fituation of 
the conductors, and the manner in which the fparks aredrawn ; 
but we cannot enlarge on this fubject without defcribing M. 
de Luc’s inftrument, which is conftraéted with much accuracy 
and ingenuity ; and this is out of our power, as the defcription 
depends entirely on the plate. ‘The defcriptions alfo of fome 
other electrical apparatus, which fhould with more propriety 
have been placed in the former part of the work, are equally 
incapable of illuftration without the engravings. 

M. de Luc dwells, with melancholy reflections, on the great 
defects in this fcience, the abilities requifite to fupply them, 
and the little profpe€&t which, from his declining years, he 
pofleffes of being able to purfge experimental philofophy to 
any great extent. He tells us, however, and we hear it with 

leafure, that he does not mean to leave the fubje@&t. He has 
left us a plan of his elegtrical projects, which ‘fhow the extent 
of his knowlege, and the juftnefs of many of his views; ‘yet 
we know not that we could give an adequate idea of them in 
our prefent limits; and thofe who would with to follow this 
path, would undoubtedly prefer the original information’: ‘to 
others, they can be only interefting when the events “are 
known. 

The eleGtrical figures of profeffor Lichtenberg are not well 
known, though they were defcribed, we believe, ‘in the Got- 
tingen Tranfadtions in 1779: if a non-conduGing fubftance 
is covered with powdered refin, fhaken through a cloth, and 
then electrified, it is fcattered in regular figures, and affumes 
the form of ftars of concentric circles, &c. The parts of the 
furface which the refin has left feem to be in’ a negative 
fiate, and the other parts where it is accumulated in a pofitive 
one. If one part of the non-conducting fubftance be elettrified, 
the figures are more determinate, and different in the two 
kinds of electricity. The duft becomes negative by the fric- 
tion through the mefhes of the cloth. But it appears, on 
farther enquiry, that itis not only neceflary for the uncovered 
part to be in a negative flate, but that this ftate muft not be too 
much affected by the oppofite fide ; fince in glafs, the plate 
generally ufed, the two furfaces are fo near that they influence 
each other, aaa inftead of the ftate of one furface, the fom 
and difference of the ftates of both furfaces fhould be enquired 
into, _M. de Luc explains the particular figures, from thefe 
principles, and finds in the variety of forms, which the pow- 
der. affumes, fome fupport of his former doétrines: indeed 
thele figures feem to fhow pretty clearly, that in non-con- 
duéting bodies the eleétrical fluid is adherent, and fometimes 
obfinately retained. “Thefe experiments*alfo contribute “to 

Bb 3 prove 
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prove that the paflage of the eleétrical fluid is by ftarts and 
intermiffions. 
In the 13th fe€tion, on the various’ condutting powers of 

different vacua, our author obferves that the eleétric fluid does 
not exift in fpace not occupied by other bodies, but is rather 
an appendage to different bodies, of at leaft no greater’ fabtilty 
than the various aerial fluids; nor is it ever in'a feparate ftate, 
tut in its paflage from one body to another, A perfea 
vacuum, he thinks, is a non-conduétor ; -and he-offers various 
yeafons, in Our opinion convincing ones, to fhow ‘that ‘the 
apparent conducting power depends on tine watery vapour, 
which in many vacua takes the place of air: in the moft per- 
fet Torricellian vacuum, made by boiling the mercury in the 
tube, there is no conducting power. He explains more par- 
ticularly the experiment on this fubjecét, mentioned by Dr. 
Prieftley, in his firft volume of Experiments on Air, part 
fecond, and fhows that the luminous appearance which Dr, 
Prieftley does not particularly mention, ‘arifes from the gelafs, 
which, in fome peculiar circumftances, permits the eleétric 
fluid to pafs along its furface. 

In the Selion on the decompofition of the eleétric fluid we 

expected fome account of the fluide deférent ; but we were 
difappointed. M. de Luc confiders the eleatric fluid as de- 
compofed in pafling from one body to another, and that its 
light efcapes. But the nature of light is uncertain: there 
is great reafon to think that it is only a peculiar modifi- 
cation of the matter of fire, for light gives phlogifton, and 
phlogiftic properties may be taken away, by keeping the fab- 
ftance in a dark place; but independent of any difputed 
hypothefis, the light which efcapes on the paflage of the elec- 
trical matter from one body to another, cannot arife from a 
decompofition of this matter, becaufe the body of a non-con- 
ducting one is ele¢trified ; and from that newly-eleétrified body 
all the phenomena of eleétricity may be produced. In reality, 
light feems an acceffary principle to the electric fluid, either 
* arifing from the friétion by which it is excited, or by that which 
is occafioned by its rapid progrefs. It is a principle of the 
fluid-while in aétion ; but feemingly in that ftate only. Our 
author’s hint, that the fluide deférent may be the matter of 
heat united to light, muft, therefore, fall to the ground. From 
_ the experiments now carrying on by the Royal Society, in 
order to form the nitrous acid from elericity, we may expect 
forme information of the real conftitution of this flaid. 
“Phe laft-chapter contains general confiderations on the ex- 
_panfile fluids, which may be arranged among the vapours. 

Thefé refle€ions are Very judicious. “As we fee heat only in its 
free 
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free ftate, and find that.it produces great effects when latent 
only, and an ingredient in the compofition of bodies, -we may 
expect. that many changes, many phenomena, may arife from 
a fimilar alteration in the ftate of the eleftrical fluid. Thefe 
undoubtedly it fhould be. our bufinefs to ftudy. M. de Luc 
adds fome juft remarks againft too great fondnefs for analogy, 
which. may be applied. to himfelf and his own work. They 
are defigned to oppofe fome of the fancied analogies between 
electricity and magnetifm. 

The Appendix relates fir to M. Sauffure, and to his laf 
volume of Journeys on the Alps. The reflections are inte- 
refting ; but they cannot form the fubject of our prefent enquiry. 
To M. Trembley’s criticifms, whofe memoir on the method 
of determining the heights of mountains by means of the ba- 
rometer, is fubjoined to M. Sanffure’s work, our author gives 
fome anfwer; but on this difpute it is unneceflary to enlarge. 
Another fubje& of the Appendix is an anfwer-to fome objec- 
tions of his friends, and obfervations on one of the experiments 
of M. Sauffure. In anfwer to thefe objections, Dr. Black’s 
claim to the difcovery of latent heat is completely afcertained. 
The laft part of the Appendix relates to Dr. Crawford, whofe 
Letters are here printed, and contain one of his later expe- 
riments; but as his new edition is now in our hands, we fhall 
examine it with care. 

As we have told M. de Luc our opinion very freely, we 
fhali not add any thing by way of a general character. He is 
a fagacious and enterprifing philofopher; and his fuccefs has 
been hitherto confiderable... His prefent work deferves much 
attention, though the manner is unpleafing, and his ftyle 
often too diffufe.—His fecond volume, which is publifhed, we 
mean to take up very foon. 


A Voyage to the River Sierra-Leone, on the Coaft of Afrita. 
By. Fohn Matthews, Lieutenant in the Royal Navy. Swe. 
4s. in Boards. ..White and Son. 


HE author of thefe Letters fets out with a defcription of 

the fea-coaf of Africa, from the river Rionoonas, the 
northern boundary, to cape St. Anne, on the fouth fide of the 
bay of Sherbro ; an extent of fixty-five leagues, fretching 
nearly north and fouth, and indented. with many rivers and 
creeks. ‘The fea-coaft, except the. peninful of Sierra Leone, 
which is very high and mountainous, is generelly a: low 
{fwamp, covered with lofty ftraight mangroves. . Towards 
the habitable and ‘cultivated, parts, the countryis a. boggy 
plain, covered with a thin fward, on which grow. a few 
ftraggling ftunted trees of the ebony kind, without any. ‘fort 
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of underwood. Thefe plains are overflowed by the fea twice 
a year, at the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, and depofit 2 
giuud from which the natives extrac falt by a fimple procefs. 

The palm tree, which furnifhes the natives with both wine 
and oil, flourifhes in great plenty and.perfeCtion. The woods 
and mountains, as well as the Savannahs, are well ftored with 
wild beafts and game, ‘There are. likewife elephants, buffa- 
Joes, wild hogs amazingly fierce and large, deer of various 
kinds, with mufk cats, and a great variety of other animals, 
which. the natives ufe for food; and monkies of fo many 
{pecies that it would require a volume to defcribe them. 

After giying an account of the natural hiftory of the coun- 
try, Mr. Matthews proceeds to relate fuch particulars as he 
has been able to collect, of the religion, laws, government, 
and wars of the natives, with their cuftoms and ceremonies. 
We are told that it is hardly poffible for an European to form 
an. adequate idea of the religion of the pagan inhabitants of 
this country ; for they have no order of priefts, nor any fixed 
obje& of adoration which might be termed a national wor- 
fhip.. Every man fafhions his own divinities according to his 
fancy; and the imagination can fcarcely conceive what un, 

couth and ridiculous figures they adore. 

They profefs to believe in a God, who they fay dwells 
above them, and made and governs all things ; but they have 
no idea of returning him thanks for a boneke s ; or by fubmiffion 
and prayer, of endeavouring to deprecate his wrath. ‘They 
mnake offerings indeed to their devils and genii, who they 
fuppofe are the executive miniflers of the Deity. They have 
likewife images of wood from eight to twelve inches long, 
painted black, which are their lares, or houfehold Gods ; 
but they feem to pay very little attention to any of them, 
except when they think they ftand in need of their affiftance. 

. The Mandingoes, who profefs the Mahometan religion, are 
jn outward appearance ftri& followers of the precepts of the 
Coran, which was introduced among them by the Arabs of 
-Foolahs. Many of the Arab priefts or faquirs travel not only 
acrofs the country from the banks of the Nile, but. likewife 
from Morocco to Abyfiinia, and are eyery where fupported by 
the harity of the nations through which they pais... Thefe 
travelling mendicants never eat or fleep in.a houfe during 
their peregrination. 
_.. Their government and laws appear to have been originally 
of the patriarchal kind ; but at’ prefent the prevailing form 
yn thefe parts of Africa is a kind of mixed monarchy, elec- 
tive, and extremely limited. The enfigms of authority of the 
ings of Sherbro’ are an elephant’s tail carried before them ; 
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or if it be fent by a meffenger, ithas' thecfame obédience 
paid to it as to the -fign-manual.--Our:author: appears to 
be well-informed, and many parts of thé narrativé arein- 
terefting ; but for a detail of them, we muft neceffarily refer 
our readers to the work, as our attention is reguired:to a 
variety of publications, of more immediate importance. 

The African flave-trade forms a part of the fubje&t of Mr. 
Matthews’s obfervations. According to the beft information 
he has been able to procure, great numbers of the flaves are 
prifoners taken in war; but many are fold for witchcraft, 
and.other real or impated crimes. Death and flavery, ‘we 
are told, are in this country the punifhments for almoft.every 
offence. ‘Fhe abolition of flavery being at prefent a. topic 
much agitated, we fhall extract a few of this author’s obferva- 
tions on the fabject. 


‘ The nations who inhabit the interior parts of Africa, eaft of 
Sierra-Leone, profeis the Mahometan religion ; and, following 
the means prefcribed by their prophet, are per petually at war 
with the furrounding nations who refufé to embracetheir religious 
doctrines (and I have before fhewn the zeal yeah whi on 
Mandingoes inculcate their faith.) 

‘The prifoners made ia thefe religious wars furoith: a.preat part 
of the flaves which are fold to the Eur ropeans ; and. would, [I 
have reafon to believe, from the concurring teflimony of many 
of the moft intelligent natives, be put to death if they had not 
the means of difpoting of them, 

‘ That death would be the fate of their prifoners, the example 
of the inhabitants of Madagafcar, is fufficient proof; for'fince 
the Portuguefe have declined dealing with them they pat all their 

rifoners to death. 

‘It is alfo given as a reafon for the abolifhing this traffic ; that 
the diitinctions of crimes are multiplied, ‘and every tranfzreffion 
punifhed with flavery, in confequence-of their intereouste: swith 
Europeans. 

¢ Upon this head I fhall obferve, that the crimes of musder, 
poifon, witchcraft, adultery, and theft, are always confidered as 
capital, and have been punifhed with either death or flavery 
from tume immemorial, 

‘ That the punifhment of death, for the commifion of thefe 
crimes, is remitted by their becoming flaves, 1 believe, itt many 
inftances, to be the cafe ; yet, furely no one would adduce this 
circumftance as a proof of its inhumanity. Leffler offenees, whe- 
ther they refpect the religious ceremonies, or particular cuttoms 
of the country, are’ punifhed by fine ; »which,:if the defendant 
is not able to pay, he becomes the flave of the, plaintiff tilh re- 
deemed ; ; nor.can he be redeemed withour.the Prafqewton's con- 
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Mr. Matthews concludes with fome obfervations on the 
impolicy of abolifhing the flave-trade, and contends that the 
abolition of the practice would add nothing to the happinefs of 
the natives of Africa. 








































Sketches of Society and Manners in Portugal. In a Series of 

Letters from Arthur William Coftigan, E/q. late a Captain ‘ 
of the Irifo Brigade in the Service of Spain, io his Brother in 
London. 2 Vols. 8ve. 10s. 6d. Vernor. 


A View of fociety and manners in a foreign country, not 

genérally well known, is always an interefting fubje@ ; 
and we, therefore, fat down with much expectation to the pe- 
rafal of the work now before us.. We foon perceived that Mr, 
Coftigan was a man of fenfe, that. he was acquainted with the 
world, and had all the qualifications of an agreeable compa- 
nion; fo that if his travels fhould not afford us fuch pleafure 
as:we had anticipated, we were inclined to afcribe the defe& 
rather to the barrennefs of the fubje& than to any particular 
fault in the author. After reading the whole of the two vo- 
jumes, we are-confirmed in the favourable opinion which we 
originally formed of Mr. Coftigan, with refpe& to his capa~ 
city both for obfervation and fentiment. Yet, with every 
difpofition to be pleafed, we cannot fay that we really have 
received any great degree of gratification from thefe Letters. 
One principal caufe of this difappointment feems to be, that 
the author performs his tour in Portugal in company, with fome 
British fubjeéts; the hiftory of whom, with the characters of 
fome other perfons, either of Britain or Ireland, conftitutes 
the moft confpicuous part of the narrative. We fhall proceed, 
however, to trace the traveller’s progrefs through the fcenes 
which appear the moit remarkable. 

At Evora, the Liberalitas Julia of the Romans, the travel- 
lers vifit the Carthufian convent, called Scala Ceeli, or the 
Ladder of Heaven, to which they were conducted by Dr. 
Butler, an Trifhman, who had been thirty years prefident of 
the Trith college in that city. Of the ignorance of the re- 
clufes of St. Bruno, near this town, we meet with a remark- 
able inftance in the reverend librarian, who believed that a 
copy. of Homer’s Iliad was an old Hebrew or Arabic book. 

At Elvas the travellers are invited to dine with the gover- 
nor, to whom they brought letters of recommendation. As 
this incident affords an opportunity of prefenting our readers 
with an account of a Portuguefe entertainment, we. fhall rea- 
dily embrace it, 

* The converfation was now carried on entirely in French, in 
which lord Freeman and myfelf were as ready as in our own 


language ; 
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language: our young prieft underftands it alfovery well, but 
from want of practice, was not fo rcady in {peaking it, and 
was therefore greatly pleafed with the opportunity of improving 
in his pronunciation, as he quickly did, and, was much en- 
couraged by the familiarity and wonderful opennefs of Valeré’s 
manner, which perfectly delighted us all; for he talked away . 
at a great rate on a variety of topics, told us of his intrigues 
when a volatile young fellow, of his fighting, of his drinking 
and rioting :-In the mean time a meflage came from the gover- 
nor, defiring the favour of the major-general’s company to dine 
with him (for Valeré has that rank in the fervice), on which he 
ftarted up and exclaimed,—A ca, Meflieurs; il eft temps de 
nous peigner, call your fervants and drefs quickly, Allons; 
for we fhal] have another meflage from old fquare-toes, calling 
usto dinner, before we are ready.’ 

‘ We arrived however in time, and dinner was then ferving 
up; the governor’s-lady was the only woman at table, and had 
much more the appearance of his grand-daughter, than of his 
wife; fhe was wrapped up in her long baize cloak, but her 
hair was done up prettily with flowers and topaz combs, anda 
few diamond {prigs, without any cap; the governor was alfoin 
his cloak, and there had been fome frefh powder thrown upon 
his antient wire wig, fince the morning: he took his place on 
the lady’s right-hand, defiring Valeré to fit on her left; lord 
Freeman fat next Valeré, and a prodigious fat man, in an 
officer’s uniform, with the crofs of Maltaat his breaft, fat next 
the governor; his name was Don Joaé, and the company gave 
him the title of excellency: he did not fay a word the whole 
time of dinner, but he ate and drank very fuccefsfully and with 
great apparent fatisfaciion, and laughed immoderately, when 
the governor or lady happened to fay what they wifhed to be 
taken for a witty thing, his eyes quite difappearing on fuch 
occafions, and his prominent belly heaving and being affetted 
with ftrong convulfive motions. The reft of the company, 
which was numerous, took their places according to their ranks; 
the carving knight at the lower end of the table, ferved the 
tompany round, who were ftiff and ceremonious, neither wag 
the aid of the cheering glafs called in, to exhilarate the guetts, 
but it feemed-as if the water, of which they took deep draughts, 
produced the fame effe&t: his excellency Don John, in parti- 
cular, {willed down a three-pint tumbler, brimful of the cry- 
ftal liquor, ata draught, and made Jord Freeman flare. At 
laft, the governor called for a wine-glafs, into which was pour- 
ed about a thimbleful of that liquor, and. he drank to our 
healths ; .we took the opportunity, as well as, Valeré, toretura 
the compliment, but had our glaffes better filled, and this we 
repeated twice more to the healths of the Jady and of Don 
John. One of the priefts, who feemed to be a wag, called for 
wine repeatedly, on which the lady began to rally him, and 
told him, he ‘drank like a mauregato or an Englifhman ; here 
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the governor éalling for another drop of wine, drank to the 
king of England’s-health, putting the glafs to bis lips, but did 
mot tafte the liquor either time’; the -prieft drank again, and 
talked, and it foon appéared he. was the. eftablifhed wit of the 
company; the lady fimpered, and Don Joha continued to 
dJaugh, as the French ftile it, 4 gorge deployée, or with all his 
might.’ 

Such are the entertainments among the people of fafhion 
‘Jn Portugal. In refpe& of the peafants, the only foreign 
Juxury they’ are yet acquainted: with is tobacco; and when 
their purfe can’ reach it, they purchafe a dried Newfoundland 
cod-fith; but this, we are told, is a delicacy which they can 
feldom afpire to. A piece of bread made of Indian corn, and 
a falted pilchard, or a head of garlick, to give that bread a 
flavour, compofe their ftanding difh ; and if they can get a 
bit of the hog, the ox, or the calf which they themfelves fat- 
ten, to regale their wretched family at Chriftmas or Ea alter, 
itis the utmof of their happinels, in regard to the article of 
diet. 

Our author gives a very unfavourable account of the juri- 
dica] difpenfation at Porto, which is the feat of the tribunal 
of the high court of juftice for the city, and all the northern 
provinces of the kingdom. ‘There is no fuch thing as a jail- 
delivery at this place; but, in almoft all fuits and litigations, 
fentences are obtained in favour of that party which can muf- 
ter the moft powerful empenbos, or bribes; preferving only 
the exterior forms and appearance of juftice, In criminal 
proceffes, when the fatt is afcertained, the fentence is feldom 
or never put in execution. Even when capitally convitted, 
the prifoner may, by a repetition of the empenbo, procure an 
éternal prorogation of the execution of the fentence. 

We thall next entertain our readers with a defcription of his 
Portuguefe majefty, in the year 177g, and that of two of his 
minifters, as drawn by the traveller, who had feen the court 
at a baptifm in the chapel royal, 
- * Soon after we had taken our pofts, the royal family appear- 
edvin their balcony, nearly oppofite to where we were. The 
queen is a decent, frefh-looking woman; but as for king 
Peter, our tawny king of Spain, with his monftrous nofe, is 
aite an Adonis, when compared to him: he has very hard 
feavarca,, joined.to a foolifh look, and wears a very ill-combed 
wig, generally to one.fide ;.and though he never taftes wine, 
¥yet,,to my mind, he has altogether very much the appearance 
of a itupid old guzzling Englithman, about two-thirds drunk, 
High.mafs ttruck up as foon as the queen appeared, with a fer- 
mon’ fuited to the occafion; and as the whole’ performance 
‘took apa godd‘deal-of time, we had fufficient opportunities of 
¢oavering, and making our obfervations,’ an 
¢ihe 
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¢ The fat purfy Jewifh-looking man you fee the other paying 
fo much court to, is the premier-of the day, M———~s of 
A—g—a, without whom nothing is done. » He is. infpeétor of 
the royal treafury, and holds the parfe-ftrings, director of the 
dock-yards and of the marine, and has been all along the great 
confident of king Peter, when* he was the infant Don Pedros» 
This circumftance, together with that of his*being the avowed 
antagonift of the late minifter, was the means of advancing 
him to his prefent employments. His principal merit confiits 
in an inexhauftible fund of addrefs, lowcunning, and diflimula- 
tion; neither his talents nor integrity are once to be putin 
comparifon with thofe of his predeceflor, nor has he the {mall- 
eit fhare of his firmnefs and refolution. His whole bufinefs 
feems to be temporifing, which, joined to his natural cunning, 
may be fufficient to anfwer all the limited poiitical views of 
this petty kingdom, which are only confined to felf-preferva- 
tion. However, the late peace he made with Spain, would 
any where elfe be reckoned infamous; but as the nation has’ 
no fhare in the government, they care nothing about-it,’ pro» 
vided they are allowed to trudge on in their‘oldway.s ©In res 
gard to money matters, he is as great a {crubas any in the. na- 
tion, which may be one good reafon for his» being: put atithe 
head of the treafury, where he ftarves-every thing.and every. 
body, but himfelf and family ; for as. he was. before exceed- 
ingly poor, he may now be truly aid to make his choux gras 3, 
and indeed in this, his predeceffor in office fet him_but too 
glaring an example. i 

‘I have obferved (faid Freeman) a thinner-looking man in 
the middle, with a fmall book in his hands, ‘extremely intent 
upon the fervice, with his eyes rivet:ed on the altar and cele- 
brating priefts, and who feems to be perfectly ferious in his ‘des 
votions. That perfon (faid the doctor) is he whom our envoy 
taanfacts moft of his bufinefs with ; he is fecretary of war,,and 
of the defpatch of affairs with the foreign. minifters; ,|his name 
is Ay—s de S——a, a good-natured, eafy, fimple man, the 
fymbol of indolence, and. blind attachment to all the fuperfti- 
tion of religion, which is indeed the whole of religion in this 
country. He thinks he is ferioufly doing fomething when he 
hears mafs, and blefles himfelf a hundred times, with the 
little book of the office, which he devoutly carries with kim 
every where, carefully preferved in a neat pocket-cafe. Als 
though fecretary of the war department, nobody who knows 
him, does him the injuftice to fuppofe he is better acquainted 
with the art of war, and the direction of an army, than with 
any thing elfe, except faying his prayers, accompanying the 
facrament, kiffing the fleeve or fcapulary of every dirty friar 
he meets, and having a particular concern for, and care of 
the private interefts of poor little felf.’ 


The political ftate of Portugal, according to Mr. Coftigan, 


is at prefent extremely low, He thinks,, and; certainly with 
| juftice, 
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juftice, that the kingdom is more indebted for its*fecurity 
from Spain, ‘to the jealoufy of other European powers, than 
to any firength of its own; and he feems of opinion, it would 
be for the general advantage of -the country, that it were 
actually annexed to the Spanifh crown. 

Though we have not the fmalleft. doubt that the narrative 
in thefe Letters is perfectly genuine, and there is nothing in 
the whole that appears.in any degree romantic, yet it is ‘con- 
éucted more in the manner of a novel than’ any book of tra- 
vels which we remember to have hitherto perufed.© The 
hiftories of lord Freeman and Donna Lucretia, with thofe of 
colonel Priolet and mifs Welding, are copioufly interfperfed 
in this epiftolatory correfpondence; and it concludes almoft 
immediately with the marriage of thofe worthy parties. 

We heartily with Mr. Coftigan much happinefs in his: na- 
tive country, Ireland, to which, after an abfence of many 
years, it feems, he is at length retiring. His twentieth 
letter has not efcaped our obfervation : ‘ mais certainement 
nous donnerons un decret.? We have accordingly given our 
opinion; but we» hope with more impartiality than either 
Fanchon or Dr. ‘Tamponet. 





Elements of Algebra. To which is prefixed, A choice Collection 
of Avithmetical Queftions ; with their Solutions. By F. Mole, 
$vo. 6s. Robinfons. 


LGEBRA is one of thofe fciences whofe extenfion and 
improvement are boundlefs. A new treatife on this 
fcience might be confidered as fuperfluous, were not its 
excellence and -extenfive utility fo well known. As the im- 
provement of knowlege is gradual, and arifes from repeated 
accumulations, the moft trivial means which may contribute 
to fo defirable an end, ought not to be rejeé&ed;*and: the 
writer who thinks his obfervations on any fcience capable of 
extending its bounds, or of removing the obftacles which may 
have retarded the progrefs of learners, ‘in tracks already ex- 
plored, is juftified in communicating them to the public. 

The author of this new treatife profeffes that it is defigned 
merely as an introduction to the fcience, and to render it at- 
tatnable without the affiftance of a preceptor; an end it is 
well adapted to anfwer, and to be an ufeful- affiftant in 
fchools: that the elegance of brevity has, therefore, com- 
monly been made’ to give place to perfpicuity;.and that=a 
¢are to ‘be underftood has ever been the ‘firft. im view.— 
Though it be confeffed that feveral good: works have been 
publtthed profeffedly on the fame plan, it muft alfo* be ac- 
knowleged that: many things ftill.remain, in the writings of 
the dmigher clafs of authors, which often: retard the eas! 
OQ 
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of unaflied endeavours: .and:there may perhaps bea neceflity 
of prefenting truth in various lights, adapted to the percep- 
tions of different capacities. 

The author does: not profefs to deliver, in this fmall com- 
pafs, all that is to be found in the diffufe works of more 
voluminous writers: it appeats, however, to us, that it contains 
the moft effential principles of .the fcience, and that it is as 
comprehenfive as its plan and limits would permit. Neither 
does he aim at gaining a reputation for profoundnefs, by 
leaving a great deal.to be guefied at by the reader, as is oftea 
the cafe, to his great mortification. 

. The volume commences with a feleé& colleétion of arithmes 
tical queftions, or fuch as relate to, and are refolved by num- 
bers only; by way of introduction and preparation for the 
{cience of algebra itfelf; the folutions to which queftions are 
fometimes accompanied with explanatory notes, to excite and 
encourage young arithmeticians. The algebra then begins 
with notation, and is continued gradually and orderly an 
through addition, fubtraction, &c. &c. to the refolution of 
fimple and quadratic equations; and all thefe-rules iluftrated 
by many problems and examples of calculation, applied-and 
refolved in a neat and inftructive way. 

. Among the problems which produce quadratic equations, 
arife many which are really biquadratics; but by a peculiar 
combination of feveral terms together, they are refolved by 
quadratics only. 

Next fucceed the refolution of cubic and biquadratic equa- 
tions, in a very full and explicit manner. To the general 
folation of the cubic equations fome remarks are added, to 
fhew how and when a cubic equation can be refolved by com- 
pleting the cube, in imitation of the réolation of quadratic 
by completing the {quare. 

The biguadratics are alfo fully and ably treated, and res 
folved by methods that are eafy and new, or uncommons 
This refolution. is fometimes effe&ted by means .of .cubics, 
fometimes by means of quadratics only, and -fometimes by 
completing: the imperfect ,biquadratic: and ample directions 
are given to know when a biquadratic can be: fo completed, 
and when refolved by quadratics; with inftructions how beft 
to perform thefe operations. 

Having exhautted all the particular modes of treating affects 
ed equations of different degrees, the author then proceeds to 
the more genctal ones of converging feries, or logarithms, 
&c.»by which <all the higher forts of equations are refolyed, 
whether they bé reduced to fimple terms, or involved: in intri=: 
cate and a. furds, or exponential or logarithmic: ex+ 

oe 3 prefiens. 
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preflions. And among thefe are contained feveral new rules 
or improvements; particularly, in exponentials, whete the’ 
given numbers are too large for the extent of the logarithmic 
tables; and by introducing a method of fubftituting for the 
variable exponents, by which the roots of two of more equa- 
tions, containing as many unknown quantities, may be deter- 
mined to any afligned degree of accuracy. 

We obferve throughout this work»a remarkable neatnefs 
and diftinétnefs, which muft render the pervfal eafy and fatis- 
fagtory. ‘The demonftration of the rules of multiplication 
are uncommonly fo, refpecting the figns plus and minus. In 
fhort, the principles are laid down in the cleareft manner, and 
éxercifed in the folution of 4 great variety of problems; many 
of which are new, and well adapted, both from their nature 
and the manner of folution, to improve and amufe the reader. 
In the others, which have been publifhed before, the opera- 
tians are more eafy to trace, as they are refolved by extremely 
fim ple equations. 





The Pharos. A Collection of Periodical Eeffays. By the Author of 
Conflance. 2 vols. t2mo. 6s. Heokham. 


HIS collection of papers deferves our commendation. The 
author does not engage in abitrufe difcuflions, or foar on 
the wings of fancy. Without the charms of pointed wit, or the 
attractions of learning, her light-houfe (for that is the mean- 
ing of Pharos) illuminates various fubjects which relate to Jife 
and manners; to decorum, and the different branches of the 
(petits moranx) ‘minute morality. Her language is in gene- 
ral neat and correct ; her opinions jut; and her little hiftories 
told advantageoufly. Thefe volumes may be ranked near the 
Idler, though perhaps the literary pride of ‘ creation's lords,” 
would not fuffer the humble Conftance to ftand by the Giant 
Johnfon. She is inferior to the Idler, in pointed difquifition 
and ftrength of mind: fhe is fuperior in tafte and in delicacy ; 
in her Knowlege of polite manners, and the minuter avenues 
of the human heart. 
We fhall firft tranfcribe our fair author’s remarks on Soli- 
tude. 


‘ Solitude is, by many perfons, confidered as tinged with 
the dark fhadows of ficknefs.—I had rather be ill than alone, 
is a trite fentiment ; and indeed to thofe who have afliduoufly 
fhunned it, its approach muft be a difeafe, but this is our own 
fault. It isin the power of every body, blefied with the com- 
mon comforts of life, to be as happy when left to the company, 
of their own hearts, as when furrounded by all their friends 
and acquaintance; and if we have any faith in the di€tum of 
the learned and fagacious fir Thomas Browne, who fays, ** He 
who muft needs have company, muft have fometimes bad com- 
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pany’’=we fhall be inclined to think folitude occafionally necef- 
faty to’our peace and enjoyment. 

*I own my opinion and my doétrine antiquated: when I look 
round the microcofm of our metropolis, I am almoft a convert 
to the general opinion, that folitude is a grievance infupport- 
able. To human nature, in its’ fimple ftate, it can prefent' 
nothing difpleafing, but to the children of this generation it 
muft, on more accounts than I chufe to name, be a moft hide- 
ous monfter.— With the fame fpirit that aétuated Mare A stony 
againit Cicero, it is proferibed, it is hunted, but where hall 
an Herenoius be found to give it the fatal blow. The decas. 
pitation of Cicero fatisfied the revenge of his opponents, and 
relieved their fears of his return but this enemy can never be 
erufhed: it is a Hydra; every head leaves its fubftitutes and 
avengers. 

‘ As then this unwelcome gueft muft be a guelt, it is our po- 
icy to render her propitious towards us. Let us receive her 
with {miles, and fhe will fmile on us; and, for the refpect we 
thew her by preparing for her reception, fhe will abundantly: 
reward us, There is but one method of doing this or of fup- 
porting the additional languor of ill health, and that is by 
convincing ourfelves of the utility of early mental cultivation, 
and ating confiftently with this convition. In folitude it will 
difpofe us to feek amufement amongft the lettered dead, and 
to furnifh our minds with ufeful knowledge; it will be the 
means of accumulating a fund of delight which nothing caa 
diminih ; it will make our own ideas always new company to 
us, and diffufe over our tempers that complacency which is 
equally neceflary to our enjoying, in their full force, the falu- 
tary blefling of folitude, or the attractive charms of fociety.’ 


Let us take one fhort fpecimen more, ‘which relates to a mode 
of conduct often difgufting, and feldom fuccefsful. | It contains 
the concluding reflections of a fafhionable pica dy doomed, as 
{uch beauties often are, to celibacy. 


* A friend of mine once afked a lady, whofe good fortune 
in difpofing of her daughters has been eminent to a degree of | 
wonder, how fhe contrived to marry them fo well—to which 
fhe replied—By not contriving at all about it—and, indeed, 1 
believe her fuccefs was promoted by this abfence of anxiety. 
She made her daughters defirable companions, and fhe trufted 
to Providence for the event; but where the conda& of a parent 
manifefts extreme folicitude on this, head, it excites the con- 
tempt of the libertine, and puts fober men on theirguard. As 
there are few cafes where wedlock is abfolutely neceffary to the 
comfort of a virtuous daughter, it certainly muft raife unfae 
vourabie fufpicions when a tather is by implication offering her 
to every man he fees. I proteft I thould fuppofe either that 
the Jady’s reputation needed a /aiwo, or that the old gentleman 
feared a eo 
Voi. LXV. May, 1738. Cc We 
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We cannot conclude, without exprefling our fatisfaction with 
the entertainment which we have received from thefe papers. 
There is a fimplicity in the remarks, which is very attractive ; 
there is a naivete in the narratives, that gives them the fem- 
blance of reality. The digreflive. flory-teller has never been 
more happily delineated. In a few inftances, however, the lan- 
guage is meorrect; and the metaphors injudicious, not juftly 
conduéted, or properly applied. But the inftances are few, 
and diminith very little the reader’s pleafure. 





A Comparative Statement of the two Bills for the better Go- 
vernment of the Britifb Pofféffions in India, brought into Par- 
liament by Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. With explanatory Obfer- 
vations. By R. B. Sheridan, Efg: The fecond Edition. 
4to. 1s. Debrett. 


Res upwards of four years thefe two celebrated bills have 

been the Shiboleth of parties in this country. They con- 
tain, refpeGively, thofe important principles of Indian go- 
vernment which occafioned the fudden fall of the laft admini- 
ftration, and procured to the prefent that general confidence 


_ of the people with which it feems to be ftill diftinguifhed. In 


examining a controverfy fo much warped with political pre- 
judices, we fhall exhibit the arguments advanced on each fide 
of the queition, and give our opinion as the force of abflra& 
and unbiaffed reafon fhall appear to us to determine. 

Mr. Sheridan introduces the Comparative Statement with a 
letter to a gentleman in Staffordfhire; but as this contains 
nothing elfe than indire&t encomiums, of no importante to the 
fubfequent comparifon, we fhall proceed to the ftatement, 
where the firft paragraph that demands any particular atten- 
tion, is.the following: 








‘ Mr. Fox’s bill eftablifhed 
no fourth eftate, nor gave any 
one power to the diretors 
therein named, which did 
not before exift in the compa- 
ny; but, on the contrary, did 
limit and reftrain the faid di- 
rectors, fo appointed by parlia- 
ment, in various particulars 
in which the company’s direc- 
tors were not before reftrained. 

. ©Mr. Fox’s bill, fo far from 
placing the dire¢tors, named 
by parliament, above the exe- 
cutive government of the 
country, 


‘Mr. Pitt’s bill Jas efta- 
blifhed a fourth, or new eftate, 
or department of government, 
with powers infinitely exceed- 
ing thofe poffeffed by the court 
of direétors or court of pro- . 
prietors at the time when the 
{aid board of controul-was efta- 


blithed. 


‘ Mr. Pitt’s bill Las expre/siy 
repealed all the provifions in 
the faid acts, which gave to 
his majefty any right, power, 

: or 








Country, and out of the reach 
of its infpection and controul, 
did exprefsly and diftindly 
place them under the fame ob- 
ligation to communicate their 
tranfactions to his. majefty’s 
minifters for the time being, 
and-did exprefsly and diftinct- 
ly make them fubordinate and 
amenable to his majefty’s plea- 
fure, and to the directions of 
his minifters, in the fame 
manner, and upon the fame 
footing, and ‘* under the fame 
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or authority, to interfere in 
any matter or concern of the 
Britifh government in India, 
and has made the board of 
controul wholly independent in 
the exercife of their offices of 
the general executive government 
of the country; they being 
neither bound to abide by his 
majefty’s will and pleafure, of 
even to communicate with his 
majefty upon any one meafure 
or matter relating to India, of 
any fort whatever.’ 


limitations ahd reftri€tions,”’ 

as the regulating act of 1773, and the a& of 1781, and vas 
rious other atts, had placed the court of dire€tors, chofen, and 
appointed by the company.’ 


That Mr. Fox’s bill trenched upon the prerogative of the 
crown, is a charge of great weight in the general eftimation of 
that tranfaGion; and this important circumiftance Mr. Sheridan 
labours with all his ingenuity to difprove, in the obfervations 
annexed to the Statement. ‘If, fays he, a parliamentary no- 
mination of perfons to be concerned in the government of In- 
dia, was an attack upon the conftitution, the conftitution ‘had 
fuftained and furvived a fimilar attack in the regulating act of 
1773, and in the fubfequent bills which repeated thofe par- 
liamentary appointments, If the employing the patronage 
of the company, without the king’s authority, was an inves 
fion of his prerogative, it was of a prerogative never heard of 3 
for the crown had never'had the grant of a fingle office, civih 
er military, belonging to the fervice of the Eaft India com- 
pany.’ In the former part of this extra¢ét Mr. Sheridan cone 
founds fubordinate regulations with the fupreme. jurifdicion 
of India, which have no fimilarity to each other. In refpe& 
of the latter claufe, we agree with Mr. Sheridan, that the pa 
tronage of the Eaft India company was no part of the royal pree 
rogative; but it does not thence follow, that the annexing of 
that patronage to any delegates conitituted by. parliament, wag 
not an invafion of the royal prerogative. It was, indeed, an 
indirect, but a moit important invafion; becaufe it transferred 
to particular agents, who derived their autharity from par- 
liament, a political influence, attached by the conflitution to 
the executive power alone, 

The efiential difference between the two bills which form 
the fubject of the Comparative Statement is, in our opinion, 
exiremely obvious, aud may be comprifed in a fingle obfezva- 
Cc 2 ton. 
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tion. By Mr. Fox’s bill, a board of Indian government was 
created, objeéticnable, not to fay dangerous, by its unlimited 
power, and totally independent of the crown; while Mr. Pitt's, 
on the contrary, by afligning the nomination of the commif- 
fioners, and..their’ continuance in office, to the crown, pre- 
feryed the refponfibility, without virtually extending the du- 
ration of minifters, and reconciled the efliciency of Indian 











government with the fafety of the Britith conftitution. 
The next paragraph in the comparative ftatement is like- 


wife worthy of notice. 


¢ Earl Fitzwilliam, andthe 
other direétors under Mr. 
Fox’s bill, could neither have 
had tranfactions with any of 
the country powers in the Eaft 
Indies, nor have directed holti- 
lities again, nor have con- 
éluded treaties with, any ftate 
or power, but fubjeat to the 
orders of his majefty; and his 
royal will and pleafure, figni- 
fied to them by the fecretary 
of ftate, they were bound by 
law to obey.’ 


‘Mr. Dundas, with any two 
more commiffioners, May tran{> 
act matters of any fort with 
the country powers; may ¢reat 
with, or ally with, or_declare 
war againit, or make peace 
with all or any of the powers 
or princes of India; may levy 
armies there toany extent, and 
command the whole revenues 
of all our poffeffions for their 
fupport, without taking his 
majeity’s pleafure upon any of 
thefe fubjeéts in any fhape, and 


without acting in his name, or 
under his authority; and thefe things he may do againft the 
will of the directors, and without the knowledge of parliament ; 
fo that in truth, the prefeat board of controul have, under Mr. 
Pitt’s bill, feparated and ufurped thofe VERY IMPERIAL PRERO- 
GATIVES FROM THE CROWN. avhich were FALSELY Sai ‘d to have 
been. given to the new board of dirctors under Mr, Fox's bill.’ 


The powers which Mr. Sheridan afcribes to the Indian 
commiffioners are fuch as no Jegiflature, in the poffefiion of 
its rational faculties, can ever be fuppofed to convey. If we 
tightly conceive the conftitution of the Board of Controul, the 
inembers ‘of it, fhould they abufe their authority, are not only 


fiable to difmiffion from office, but to an impeachment, 


In the lait paragraph of his Statement Mr. Sheridan af- 
firms, that ‘neither againft the board of controul acting on 
purpofes of exclufive power and ambition, nor againft the 
crown acting in collufon with the board of contron], and co- 
vertly directing its meafures, and its influence, is there ‘any . 
provifion made for the danger which may arife to the confti- 
tution.’ We are furprifed to find Mr. Sheridan ‘make any 
remark fo inconfiftent with the knowlege of the Britith con- 
ftitution. It is a falutary maxim, and has been long eftablifhed 
in this country, that ‘ the king can do no wrong,’ “To argite 
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for the contrary, therefore, is not only inadmifible, but gives 
too much countenance to a principal imputation, which the 
author feems defirous to remove; we. mean, an injurious de- 
fign againft the royal prercgative. The fameobjection which 
Mr, Sheridan makes in this cafe, might be urged with equal 
force againft all the minifters of the executive power in Great 
Britain. It is impoffible that their condu€& can be univer 
fally prefcribéd by pofitive regulations ; but for every abuie of 
their delegated power, it is well known that they are amen- 
able to the tribunal of their country. 





Observations upon Mr. Sheridan’s Pamphlet. Ina Letter from 
Major Scott to Sir Richard Hill, Baronet. ato. 25. 64. 
Stockdale. 


M Ajor Scott, after fome fevere animadverfions on the claim 

of ‘general principles,’ which Mr. Sheridan arrogates 
to the party with which he aéts in concert, proceeds to give a 
hittorical detail of the conduét of that party during the admi- 
niftration of lord North, and fubfequent to'that unfortunate 
period. This preliminary part of the pamphlet contains many 
faéts and obfervations, which are placed by the author in’ 
ftrong light. His account of Mr. Fox’s bill is particularly 
coneife z ; 

* I perfectly agree with Mr. Sheridan, (fays he) that Mre 
Fox’s bill is plain and perfpicucus: an infant may underftand 
ite I krow no leading feature in the bill, except this, that 
all the power, all the patronage, and all the management of 
the Eaft-India Company, both at home and abroad, fhould be 
taken trom .thofe who then held it, and fhould be transferred 
in truft for the proper owners, to feven direétors nominated by 
Mr. Fox, not fubject to removal at the pleafure. of the king. 
Were we.to reafon for feven years upon the bill, we can make 
neither more nor Jefs of it.’ 

In, delineating the confequences of Mr. Fox’s bill, major 
Scott appears in the charaéter of a calculator rather than that 
of a political writer; but he produces fuch facts as /eem to 
authorife his afirming that Mr, ‘Fox mut have repealed both 
his principal and fubfidiary bills, in fo far as they concerned 
the government of India, in fix months, or India would have 
been the greateft clog to Great Britain that fhe had ever ex- 
perienced. ‘The facts upon which this conclufion is founded, 
being little known tg the public, it may be proper to enume- 
rate them briefly, after exhibiting the fallowing paragraph : 

* Aiclaufe in his own (Mr, Fox’s) bill provided that full and 
complete juftice fhould be done to every prince in India. who 
had been injured by the Eait India company. Couple this 
claufe with Mr, Burke’s declarations, with an article which he 
ce 3 brought 
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brought into the houfe of commons againft Mr. Haftings, and 
it will be impoffible not to allow, that the emperor Shaw Allam 
has a claim upon us for twenty-fix lacks of Sicca rupees ane 
nually for feventeen years, and to the provinces of Corah, 
Currah, and Allahabad.’ 

According to »this doétrine, major Scott obferves, that the 
émperor-is entitled to all the principal, and to interef at 10 
per cent. The principal of the tribute alone, to this day, is 
nearly five millions fterling; and with Indian intereft would now 
amount to fifteen millions flerling, exclufive of the provinces 
above mentioned, which would conftitute adebt of as much more, 

By another claufe, all prefents received for the company, 
and ¢arried to their account, fince the regulation act of 1773, 
were to be returned. Thefe amount-to 263,000]. 

‘ By aclanfe.which reftored Cheit Sing.to Benares, an addj- 
tional debt was:incurred, If his refloration was. juft, fays 
this author, it was alfo an aét of juftice to repay him the trea- 
fures that he carried off and has expended ; at leaft one million 
fterling ;.to repay, him what was taken at Bedjygur, 240,000. 
to give him the difference for fix, years between 24 and 40 lacks 
of rupees,. above a\million fterling more, 

The author next obferves, that, upon the; fame, principle, 
we were bound in honour to repay to the Begum the fifty-five 
Jacks which; were taken from -her with the confent of Mr. 
Hattings; and to tefrain from. prefling the Nabob Vizier for 
the balance which he then owed. to us, about 75 lacks, Thele 
two fums amount to 1,400,000]. 

“Major Secost aflirms, that if Mr. Fox’s bill had paffed; 
xf Mr. ‘Fox was really fincere, and meant..with. good faith 
to carry the provifions~ of his«claufes into full effe&t, and 
to adhere to the principles which he had laid down in his 
‘fpeeches, he niuft have borrowed 35,763,000]. ; fince that is 
the exa&t fum due from the EFaft India company’ in Bengal 
only, to the ‘inet of Indoftan, or acquired ‘by modes fo 
‘flrongly reprebated by Mr.’ Fox’s bill. 

Befides this enormous debt which the nation weatd have 
incurred, the author obferves, that by the total prolibition 
‘of monopolies ena€ted by the fame bills, the company ‘would 
“have loft a revenue of 800,0001. a year, which to this day 
would be three millions fteriing: that the claufe which enatted 
that ali the Jands in Benga! fhould be managed by zemindars, 
was calculated to throw the whole government of the country 
jnto a -confufion not to be defcribed, and would have been 
attended with a lofs of revenue not to be eftimated ; and that 
the clanfe reftriiing the government of Bengal from increaf- 
ing their ity sy in any poffible circumftances, was an im- 
pofition fo abfurd as perhaps was never impofed in any coun- 
try upon earth, After enumeraung thefe facts, major — 
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thus proceeds: ‘Is it.poflible.for me, fir Richard, to place 
in a ftronger point of view the folly of thefe fpeculatifts, than 
by analyfing their own'claufes? I have ftated to-you, without 
exaggeration, what would have been the confequences had 
they pafied into a law.’ 

After having laid’ before our readers the moft important 


parts of major Scott’s Obfervations, we fhall add, that he hag, 


taken'a wide view of the public tranfactions of late years. 
He combats Mr. Sheridan more with faés than arguments’; 
and is an acute and intelligent difputant on the fubje& of In- 
dian politics, n 

Upon the whole, we may obferve, that when authors, actu- 
ated by political prejudices and party-views, are oppofed to 
each other, their writings ought to be perufed with great 
caution. If Mr. Sheridan be confidered as entertaining an 
interefted partiality for the former adminiftration, it ought 
to be remembered, that major Scott is not deftitute of pre+ 
poffeflions, which, perhaps, ‘neither he nor any of his friends 
are willing to acknowlege. 





The Hiftory of the Antiquities of the Town and Church of South- 
avell, inthe County of Nottingham. By W:Dickinfon Raftall, 
AsM. ‘4t0. 1d. 11s. 6d. in Boards... Robinfons. 


N the introduftion to this work Mr. Raftall informs ts, 

that the materials of which it confifts were collected from 
a number of voluminous books in public libraries ; and it was 
undertaken for the gratification of fome gentlemen who had 
‘a'local attachment to’the’ town which forms the fabjeét- of the 
hiftory. The work is divided into fix: chapters: in the firft 
Mr. Raftall examines the Jtinerarium Antonini. | He endeavours 
to prove that the ftation there called 4d Pontem is the modern 
Southwell, and not Ponton, or Paunton, as has been thought 
by Camden, and other’ learned ‘antiguaries.’) ‘The + author 
adduces fome reafons why Newark cannot be the 4d Pontem 
of the Romans; and, in the courfe of the enquiry, he gives a 
fhort hiftorical account of that towh and its caftle. Mr. Raf- 
tall having deéfcribed the flate of Southwell, during the time 
of the Romans, traces its exiftence under the government of 
the Saxons, by whom it was called Tiovulfingacefter; and 
concerning the etymology of this name he offers fome cur 
rious conjetures, fupportang his opinions by the confideration 
of fome coins found in the.neighbourhood, 

The next objectof his refearches is the’ church: of South- 
well, the foundation of which is afcribed"to Paulinus, about 
the year 627. Concerning this edifice’ the author makes a 
variety of remarks, which will afford pleafure to the antiquary. 
In the fucceeding chapter the author defcribes ntinutely 

Cc4 the 





ew 






SE = ae ss re : " 


A. ty oll 
SSS Ss 


——— 


a ee 
—$<$—$—$_——-——~ ——— 






































Foretcn Lrrerary Inteviicence. 





984 
the conftitution of the church, ‘the account of which will be 
ufeful-to thofe who look for preferment at that place. In the 
third, he delivers a narrative of the benefactors and patrons of 
the church; and in the fourth,. we, meet with the lives of all 
the archbifhops of York, from Paulinus the firft to the pre- 
fent archbifhop, Dr. Markham, who is the eighty-fecond that 
has held that dignity fince the confecration of Paulinus in 025+ 

The. fifth chapter contains an account of fome antiquities 
in Southwell and its neighbourhood ; thefe are, monuments 
jn, the church, wells, chapels, hofpitals, colleges, nunneries, 
&¢; coins ;: Roman, Saxon, and Danish encampment ; with 
various. other articles. 

The-fixth chapter is appropriated to the modern hiftory of 
Séuthwell, which the author illuftrates by different fources of 
information, chiefly a manufcript, the produGtion of Mr. 
Savage, who had long refided at Southwell.—The concluding 
article of the volume contains the pedigrees, of fome of the 
principal families of Southwell and its environs. 

Mr, Raftall appears to have exerted. much induftry in col- 
lecting -the materials for this work; and, though the flyle of 
the narrative. might have been rendered more polithed and per- 
{picuous, wevcannot but allow him a great fhare of merit, for 
the extent of his enquiries, and the information which he has 
communicated, We mutt not omit to obferve, that this hitory 
is accompanied with elegant engravings. 








‘FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
(Continued, from p. 311+) 


N this department ‘of our work we cannot dire: we mutt 

follow'the fteps of others ; and while we confine it to fubjects 
at feience, thofe f{ciences mutt: ofteneft occur which are mott 
fucce'sfully cultivated on the continent. This’ mu‘ be our apo- 
logy for refuming the fubject of chemiftry, though it might not 
have required one, if it be recollected that we have almott wan- 
dered round the whole circle before we return to it: ‘we ought 
rather to apologife for the latenefs of fome of our information. 

If the acids are the molt extentively ufeful bodies; and occur 
in‘ the greateft number, we fhould of courfe begin with them, and 
we do it more wiltingly, becaufe, in our prefent Number, we have 
referred to-fome experiments which we may now explain more 
particularty. “They relate to the congelation: of oil-of vitriol. 
To M. Chaptal it oceutred by accident from natural-cold + the 
ftue of air when they were frozen is not mentioned; but they 
were beginning to melt only at ++ 70, which, if Reaumur’s thers 
mometer be meant, correfponds to about 47°. The ery itals were 
unciuous from the melting acid, and they felt warmer than | a 
neigh- 
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neighbouring bodies... Fhe form, was.that of a:prifm of fix fides, 
flatted and terminated by.a,pyramid.of. fix fides; but the pyra- 
mid appeared on_one €nd only. ;, onthe other the cryftal was lott 
in the general mafs. The pyramid refulted from an affemblage 
of fix ifofceles triangles. ‘The oil, when the cryftal was melted, 
was of a yellowify black : its denfity hasbeen already mentioned. 
Ono rediftilling 1 in a. proper apparatus, no peculiar gas came 
over. M. Chaptal reptated his experiments, and found that the 
highly concentrated acid ‘did not freeze; that the denfity of 
that which he thought froze moft vafily, was to the oil, of the 
ufwal ftrencrh for fale, as trom 63 and.65 to 66; and the ne- 
ceflary degree. of cold—-2, about 19 of Fahrenheit. This fact 
has no relation. to: the cryftallization of the vil mentioned by 
Meyer : his cryftallized oil was volatile, fmoaking, and odorous. 
The duke d’Ayen, had already frozen oil of vitriol; and M,. 
Morveau repeated the experiment in 1782 with fuccefs. . The 
degree of concentration of their oil 1s not mentioned; but our 
author, with fome juftice, obferves. that itrong oil lowered with 
water is not the fame with oil produced of a given ftrength by 
rectification. In the latter there is always fome colour: aod it 
will not diffolve indigo, fo as to carry the colour into tuff, 
while the ftronger oil diluted to that flrength fucceeds, itis faid, 
very well.- Oik.once melted will not crvftallife with the fame 
degree of cold.. ‘We hope this fubject will be examined farther, 
for.it is not. yet properly elucidated. 

The defire of ome tarther elucidation was fcarcely written, be» 
fore we received the information we wifhed for, from M, Moré ; 
at leaft an explauation which is very probable; and we would not 
difinifs the fubje& without mentioning it. ‘The author, who is a 
confiderable manufacturer ,of oil. of vitriol at Hadimont, near 
Vervier, in the duchy of Limbourg, has remarked this phano- 
menon, and attributes it to the addition of nitrous air, The acid 
of vitriol is ufually feparated from fulphur, by burning in clofe 
weffels ; and the: air is fupplied,, by adding to the fulphur.a little 
nitre.. He found, that by mixing the acid, capable of being 
congealed, with water, or employing it for other purpofes, that 
orange-coloured fumes, and the fimell of the true nitrous acid, 
were very evident... If this gas was deftroyed, no degree.of cold 
would congeal the, acid, whatever was its degree of concentration ; 
and the. congclation was generally oblerved immediately after.the 
mrocets by which. the acid was formed. If thefe remarks are 
compared with,M. Chaptal’s experiments, they will be found to 
derive no little fupport from them, . We cannot now enlarge. on 
the fubject ;. butt will be obvious, that many other experiments 
are Wanting to confirm M. Moré’s opinion, and fome farther.en- 
quiries to explain the operation of this gas. Is it probable, thag 
it attraéts the water of the acid, and, in confequence of its 
union, fuffers its faline parts to concrete? To this opinion there 
are,many {trong objections ; but it is not our prefent bufinefs to 
fou theories. 

The 
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. "Phe acid ‘of phofphorus isa body of confiderable utility, in 
the analyfis of minerals; and we think it an object of fufficient 
importance, to tranfcribe, from the Turin Tranfaétions, the me- 
thod of purifying it with eafe and fimplicity. The common 
way of reducing it to phofphorus, and again feparating the 
phiogifton, is tedious and expenfive. ‘Take four parts of oi! of 
vitriol, and fix of bones calcined to whitenefs ; proceed as ia the 
old procefs, and leave the whole to digeft fome time. Filtrat~ 
and .edulcorate the refiduum, and fubjeét the liquor to eva- 
poration till it has acquired the ‘{pecific gravity of 1262 to 1000. 
Then add fome aerated volatile alkali till it 1s faturated, which 
will entirely feparate any earthy mixture. When the precipi- 
tation ‘ts finifhed, and the precipitate wafhed, the remains mutt 
bevexpofed to a pretty ftrong‘fire, which will carry off the vola- 
tile alkali, and the acid vitrifies in the form of a very pure glafs, 
which joined to phlogifton eafily becomes’ phofshorus. The 
alkali faturating this excefs‘ of acid, which is neceffary to hold 
the 'calx in folution, the earthy falt muft be precipitated... This 
falt. is the true bony earth ; and though compofed of calcareous 
earth and*vitriolic acid, the earth is not difcovered by the fac- 
eharine acid, even when united with a fixed alkali, to give addi- 
tional-force by a double elective attra€tion, ‘This isa fact worth 
recording, if trve ; and it arifes, in our author’s opinion, from 
the falt being capable of folution in every acid. ‘This happens, 
it is faid, when calcareous earth is diffolved by the excefs of any 
acid; except the acids of vinegar and of fpar. The phofphoric 
acid purified in this manner cryftallizes eafily, and takes the 
form of quadrangular prifms, terminated by pyramids equally 
quadrangular. . In preparing’ phofphorus, M. Schiller prefers 
Scheele’s method:—He diffolves bones in the nitrous acid, pre- 
cipitates ‘the earth by the vitriolic, and diftils off the nitrous. 
H-the acid 1s well purified, when mixed with charcoal and dif- 
filled, it pruduces good phofphorus ; but M. Schiller pretends 
that this’ phofphorus fhines without heat’; that it may be bruifed 
in’'the ‘hands and rubbed‘on: the face without injury ; that ‘it 
eonfumes On wood without giving 'figns of combuftion ; but that 
when heated, it burns with a norfe. 
'Ourreaders may recolleétthat inaformer Number, Vol. LXIV. 
p> 263; ‘we gave fome account of Meff. Weftrumb and Herm- 
ftadt’s experiments, which fhowed that the acids ‘of tartar and fugar 
differed only by their impurity from vinegar ; and that the latt 
tis'moft completely dephiogtiticated, and the: firft contained the 
greateft portion of phlogifton. M. Hermftadt has purfued the 
fabyett, according to his promife, and in a late memoir has fhown 
that the acid’of apples, actde malique ofthe New Nomenclature, 
#8 ohly an imperfect vinegar.- He finds that it ought to hold-the 
Middle place betwee. the oxalic acid (the faccharine) and 
vinepar, © It has too-little *phlogifton to affume the form of the 
firit,-and too much to deferve the appellation of: vinegar. It is 
bya flow fermentation, he thinks, that the acid of tartar becomes 
ae the 
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the acid of apples’ in the fruits which contain it : there is, how- 
ever, another difference : thefe acids contain the matter of heat in 
a greater proportion as their phlogifton isin adlefs. The caloric 
has a ftrong attraction tothe oxygen ; and this new acid is the 
oxalic oxygenated acid, and its compounds oxygenated oxylats, 
an early proof of confufion produced iu the new language, by 
one inconfiderable difcovery, 

{t was one of our arguments ‘alfo againft a particular part of 
the New Nomenclature, that it gavethe rank and the office of 
acids to bodies that were not fo. We particularly mentioned the 
Proffian blue, and it is now neceflarg to give fome authority for 
our affertion. We alluded to M. Bertholet, who has lately read 
a Memoir to the Academy of Sciences, in which he'examines this 
fubitance with much attention, he concludes that it is com-= 
pofed of carbone (charcoal or phlogifton), hydrogen (inflammas 
ble air), and azote (impure or phlogifticated air) ;, and that it is 
not an acid. M. Haflenfratz, in-a Mifcellaneous Memoir, has 
taken notice of the colouring matter of Pruffian blue, - He found 
that all Pruffian blues ‘contained phofphorated irom; that foffil 
charcoal might be advantageoufly employed in preparing it, fince 
a fubftance of this kind ‘from the mines of Frefne, hear Vilen- 
ciennes, produced ‘the blue precipitate in greater proportion than 
calcined ox blood; that all the matters ufually melted with al- 
kali, for the purpofe of making this preparation contain’ either 
phofphoric acid or its bafé ; and that this fubftance can be produce 
ed without any phofphoric acid, which will a@ as a re-agent to 
difcover whether different kinds of iron really containit. Me 
Weftrumb makes fome oppofition to this Memoir ;. but the whole 
amounts to this, that the phoiporic acid is produced by burning 
the coal, MM. Haffenfratz was fofficiently guarded, by faying 
that the charcoal contained the acid or its bafe. If, therefore; the 
Proffian blue, ‘at any time ‘contains marks of acidity, they are 
probably to be attributed to the acid of phofphorus. 

A colouring matter of another kind, has alfo of late been par- 
ticularly examined by M. Hauffinan'; we mean indigo. His 
Memoir, which we do not find has been read to any learned fo- 
ciety, may be very ufeful to dyers. The colouring principle of 
indigo has not’ been fufficiently examined, and the action ‘of 
different chemical diffolvents on it, has not been afcertained fo as 
to render thetrefult of the different ‘procefiés certain. The colour, 
when unchanged, depends, in M, Haufiman’s opinion, on phio- 
siiton. °F he Memoir is divided into three parts: in the firlt, 
inidigo ig treated with acids; and‘he fhows that ic is the Vitrioli¢ 
acid only, in a peculiar ftate of concentration, which is proper to 
adapt this ‘{ubftance for the ule of the dyers* every other acid ¢i- 
ther'dettroys it efie€tually or produces*no change on it. We have 
juft remarked, fiom another author, that fomewhat. befides'the 
degree of conctntration is required ; for the browner’ oil; of the 
fame {lrength with the ftronger diluted oil,-is not equally. power. 
fal. Qur author dogs nor mention the particular degree of con- 
centration, 
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centration, but refers the whole toa previous experiment, and 
cautions us againft depending too much on thefe experiments in 
miniatuse, fince the refule is often very different from what oc- 
curs in the larger quantities. “With the nitrous acid he procured 
tartar fiom indigo, and fometimes the acid of fugar. We now 
know the redfon of this variety.. In the fecond part he examines 
the aétion of alkalis, and finds that either the fixed or cautftic 
alkalis feparately produce no-effe‘t, and no folution of the co- 
louring matter takes placé, except when to the alkali, quite free 
of air, fome metallic compofition is added, as red or yellow arfe- 
nic, antimony, &c.— This is the ftate of blue when ufed witha 

cecil. When fome of this. blue was put in contact with pure 
air, and fhaken often, Z of the air was abforbed, and the reinain- 
der was phlogiitica ed, Part of the alkali remained cauftic, and 
part combined ‘ with the acid of fulphur, which was gcnerated,’ 
and formed vitriolated alkali, The ar‘enic remained in the ftate 
of a white calx. We give this fact without any explanation : our 
author’s fyftem, and that of his friend, a follower of Lavoifier, 
are evidently incomplete and erroncous. The fact itfelf, to an 
enquiring mind, will fug.eft {ome cbfervations which may be of 
ufe in the pratiice of penciling. The third fection treats of the 
folution of incigo for the ufe of-blue vats, by means of a preci- 
pitate of iron partly phlogifticated, and powdered regulus of anti- 
mony, joined to cauilic alkali or quick lime. Thefe metallic 
fubftances when calc ned, as well as the aerated alkalis, ¢xert no 
power on indigo. Out author does not proceed far in the expla- 
nation of the different appearances ; and indeed tll we have a 


-more complete analyfis of this fub{tance in its original flate, we 


can make no farisfatory advances in accounting for the different 
changes. One thing is certain, that indigo muft contain a large 
proportion of pure air: M. Hauffman is not a follower uf Lavoi- 
fier ; and there are many inaccuracies in the chemical part of this 
Memoir. bs 

This celebrated heretic, we mean it not opprcbrioufly, pur- 
fues his fugitive principle, vital air, in different bodics, and has 
lately read a memoir on its combination with f{pirit of wine, oil, 
and different combuftibles. The fubflance 1s, however, the 


oxygen, the acidifying principle, or the vital air deprived of the 


matter of heat. Itis a fat well known, that the water calleéted 
from 16 ounces of {pirit of wine, amounts fometimes to 18 ounces : 
oil increafes in weight nearly in the fame proportion. Theie 
circumftances M. Lavoifier particularly enquires into; and his 
method of trying -he refult.is, to burn them in a lamp of Ar- 
gand’s conftruction, to._which a chimney 1s adapted, on the in- 
fide of the glafs cylinder, whofe extremity 1s joined to a refrige- 
ratory, with a worm tube. To burn fpirit of wine in viral air, 
a different apparatus was required; but of this we can give no 
adequate idea by defcription, .Atter a variety of experiments, 
however, he concludcs, that.a pound of {pirit of wide contains 
of:coak: (the principle of fixed air) 4 ounces, 4 dtachnis, 37 


grains 
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grains and a half; of inflammable air 1 ounce, 2 drachmsy 5 
grains ; of water 10 ouncés, 1 drachm, 29 grains.. When bura- 
ed, it weighs 2 ounces, 4 drachms, 42 grains, above the pound ; 
ent this increafe of weight arifes, in his opinion, from water 
formed in confequence of the union of the vital and inflammable 
airs. Various reafons prevent thefe refults from'being unitorm, 
or indeed very exact; but, on the whole, the increafe cannot be 
lefs. “Ihe water too is flightly acid, either from fome acid re- 
maining io the {pirit of wine, or formed during the burning; 

A pound of oil of olives contains 12 ounces, § drachms, § 
grains of coal, and 3 ounces, 2 drachms, 67 grains .of inflam 
mable air; its weight in burning is increated 6 ounces, 
drachms, 38 grains. This quantity is furnifhed alfo by. the 
newly formed water; but, to make the wewht fo great, it ig nen 
ceflary that the fupply of vital air thould. be tully fufficient, for 
the complete combuflion.. Wax contains 13 ounces, 1 drachm, 
46 grains of coal, and 2 ounces, 6 drachms, 26 grains of in- 
flammable air: its increafe, after burning, is z ounces, 6 drachms, 
s grains. Thefe are facts of importance, and afcertained wuh 
great care. ‘The aythor’s explanations may be allowed; but we 
may be permirted to objerve, that they do not deftroy the exiit- 
ence of phiogitton. In this cafe, water, muft either “efcape un 
changed, and attract fome new ingredient from the air to increafe 
its W eight, or it mutt be formed from the different elaftic fluids. 
The firtt fuppofition is untenable, and the lalt)is highly probable. 

The difcovery of vital air daily increafes our knowlege of the 
compofition of bodies; and it {hould not be mentioned without 
affigning the inconteftible merit of the difcovery to Dr. Prieft. 
ley. It is applied to many important purpofes ;, among others, 
we may fhortly mention.a feries of experiments, to determine its 
quantity in any given proportion of atmofpherical, air, by the 
quantity of phoiphorus which burns in it, . But ro return. to our 
continuation of chemical difcoveries, which we !eft to purfue.the 
principle of acidity, Of the alkalis we can fay nothing very new : 
of the decompofition and the compofition of the volatile alkali 
we have had occafion to fpeak, and we may now add the fufpi- 
cions which have’been long entertained relative to the compofi+ 
tion.of the fixed alkali, It muift be, however, premifed, that M. 
Wolfe has fupported the analyfis of the volatile alkali, by. fome, 
new experiments. He found that the alkali of the Agyptian fab 
ammoniac was decompofed by diftilling the falt with nitrous acid, 
while the fal ammoniac made on purpofe was not affected by this 
acid. Probably the union is fomewhat weakened by the fublim, 
ationg and it may be worth an enquiry whether the extemporas 
neous falt may'not be affected by the nitrous.acid, afier it has 
undergone the fame procefs, On the fixed alkali, BI... Lorgna 
lately gave fome extenfive memoirs. . He was inclined.ta.think, 
that the bafis was the earth of magnefia. Yer. his. experiments 
were not very decifive; and, while we were overwhelmed, with 
novelties, we could not attend to fufpicions. OUR Thefe fufpis 
cions 
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cions deferve a better character, fince they are fupported by cone 
curring obfervations. A German chemift, M. Ofburg, about 
the time of M. Lorgna’s experiments, nade. fome, which feemed 
to confirm them. He diffolved an ounce of the ‘cryftals of the 
mineral alkali, in diflilled water, and, on filtering, found a little 
earth. The ielviues was evaporated, and the falt calcined. On a 
freth folution, more earth was depofited. After repeating the 
experiment fix times, the earth amounted to 26 grains; and it 
refembled, in all irs properties, magnefia. M. Ofburg concludes 
that the magnefia becomes a falt, by the afhiitance of the matter 
of heat and of phlogiiton. He tried to confirm this conclufion, 
by am analyfis in the moift way. He ynited the alkali to the 
dephlogittic ated marine acid, and evaporated the acid again ; but 
the alkali remained unchanged. The experiment was “repeated, 
and after the third repetition, the falt remained in a group 
of beautiful cryftals, which had a perfectly alkaline tafte, but 
did not diffolve eafily in water, and left a yellowith refiduums. 
The fourth folution of the falt,-in the dephlogifticated acid, was 
made in a cucurbit, anda confiderable quantity of a reddith yel- 
low matter was depofited. On diftillation, an acid was obs 
tained, which did not diffolve gold fo readily as at firft, but 
which changed the colour of the turnfol, and of fyrup of violets 
more conftantly. The acid feemed, therefore, to have gained 
fome phlogifton from the alkali, and to have decompofed its 
The experiment was afterwards twice repeated, on the fame falt ; 
and eight grains of magnefia procured ; fo that, on the whole, 
21 % grains’ were obtainedy M. Dehne and M. Deyeux have 
alfo at different times obtained magnefia from mineral alkali; but 
ir flill remains to enquire, whether the magnefia may not have 
been originally: combined with it, or whether the whole of the 
alkali can be converted into this earth, 

On the earths we have little to obferve, yet the experiments 
by M. Dodun may deferve fome attention. They relate to the. 
fufion of earth, by the blow-pipe with common air only. His 
fuccefs depends on his ufing very {mall particles, and fupporting 
them on little fhreds of glafs. It will at once be obvious that 
this cannot be ftyled capks fufion, for the melted glafs mutt 
combine with the earths, and will probably render them lefs 
refractory. He tiied the diamond, from which he obierved no © 
flame.’ The different precious ftoncs melted with no very pecue 
liar phenomena. Different due ran into black opaque 
glafs. Rock eryftal yielded inethis way, and became firft a 
white opaque glafs, then-a little tranfparent, and at taft flowed in 
a colourlefs glafs. This experiment may, however, be related a 
little more part’ ‘ularly... At the’ firft firoke of the:flame it boiled 

at the firft part, avhich touched the glafsi After three minutes 

conftant ‘heat, it fplit tran{verfely and a little blackifh cloud 
feemed to rife-frony the.focus; »The bulk of the fragment was 
diminifhed one quarter,; and it'foon afflumedsthe form.of a pyray 
-_ whofe point was*rounded and white;: at firft of a milky 
hue, 
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hue, and at Jaft luminous, while the bafe had nat loft its tranf- 
parency. After three minutes more of heat the diminution 
was very confiderable ; the edges of the pyramid were much 
thinner: the borders were become white and a little tranfparent, 
and the body feemed to fwim in an icy water, which appeared 
to be formed from the fufion of fome fmall particles, broken of 
by the force of the heat. .The furmmit of the pyramid was much 
diminifhed, and the bafe always rounded, was fuller, while its 
tranfparcncy was more diftinct. During the laft action of the 
flame, a reddifh circle furrounded the pyramid like an areola, 
and it appeared to be a martial calx, which the force of. the 
breath, andthe melting of the cryftal kept fwimming around. 
The whole was fufed into.a femi-tran{parent mafs of a dirty. white 
colour; and what remained was not ¥, of its firft bulk.) Me 
Dodun fays, that the rock cryftal is not volatile like the dia- 
mond, yet that it entirely difappeared by a continued heat of fix 
minutes; we fuppote after the tufion, which was not completed 
under twenty-two minutes. Another portion of rock cryftal, 
and a grey diaphonous quartz, though lefs refractory, melted inte 
a fimilar glafs. Mica melted into a white or black opaque glafs, 
according to its colour; grey fteatite into.a black glafs; calca- 
reous {par into a greyifh ‘glafs ; and the lapis fuillus into a greyith 
yellow glafs. The laft fubftance gave out a phofphoric light, 
on the firft ftroke of the flame. A white fonorous lime-ftone, 
with a very fine grain, which rifes near Caftelnaudray, after 
fifteen “minutes melted into a grey glafs, of a greenifh tranfpa- 
rency : this ftone alfo gave outa phofphoric light, at firft. .. Mut~ 
ton bones calcined, and wafhed in boiling water, were diftin+ 
guifhed by a fimilar appearance and became a very white brilliant 
glafs. Even afbeftus and amianthus, the pureft magnefian earths, 
which appear in a feparate foflil {tate, were vitrified, and aflumed.a 
compact green appearance or an opaque black. Charcoal fronr 
oak became a glafs; and platina alone refufed to obey) the 
flame ; but it melted into little filver globules, after twenty-fix 
minutes. Thefe are the moft ftriking phenomena; but theex- 
periments are fixty-three in number, and we have been able-to 
defcribe but a few. 

What remains of the mifcellaneous chemiftry may be fafely 
omitted. Wedo-not pretend to give the analyfis of every new 
mineral which we receive, or every minute obfervation which 
we may find recorded. Of what we have learned, fince our laft 
chemical intelligence, we have given the whole, as fhortly as we 
could, one memoir only excepted, that of M. Hjelm on the: ne~ 
ture of fteel. If no earlier opportunity occurs, we fhall defer it - 
iH we again refume this fcience; but when that period will re- 
urn is yet uncertain, fince it depends on the labours of others, 
aot our own, 
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Edda. Samundar. Hinns Froda. Edda Rythmica, feu. Antiqua, 
vulgo Samundiua dida., Pars I., Odas Mythologicas a Relcnio 
non editas continens, cum Ferfione Latina, Lettionibus variis, 


Notis, Glofario Vocum, et Indice Rerum., Hainiz. 4to. 


HIS manufcript is now publifhed, in confequence of the 
willof Arnas Magnzas, in whofe poffefion it was. Itisa 
Jegacy which will be received'with gratitude, by the admirers 
of frorthern ‘literature; particularly, the poets and philofophers. 
‘The manufcript itfelf is lodgéd in the royal library at Copen- 
hagen, ‘and'it’is written ‘on vellum, Of 16 manuferipts of 
Semundin,: the chief is that: which the bifhop Brynjolf Suenon 
difcovered in Iceland in 1643. This thas been preferred for a 
sranflation, and it was executed by Gudmund Magueas,.while 
the notes are partly thofe of the tranflator; and in part by 
Gunnar Paulfen. It confifts of thirteen poems of different zras, 
on various fubjects, collected perhaps:by Semund, bue without 
being his, or even tranflated by him. from the Kunic: there are 
indeed ‘ftriking reafons to believe that the Runic was not em- 
-ployed:in preferving even the laws before his'time.’ All was 
truited to'memory, affitted by tunes and verfification. Many of 
thefe poems have beén carried to Iceland, by the Norwegians, 
and we fufpedt were tranfertbed there, after writing was 
taught, which feems to have been nearly at the fame time when 
Chriftianity was introduced. Why the name of Edda was given 
fo it we know not; nor have antiquaries yet decided about the 
meaning of -the name, which feems to have been firft applied 
to the Edda of Snorro. -Arnas Magnzus derives it from othr, 
wifdom. It has been currently interpreted grandmother: ano- 
ther-author ftyles his girdle emma, mother, ‘becaufe it pratects 
his body, as a mother does her child: another, {till more refined, 
ealls it grandmother, becaufe grandmothers inftruct their chil- 
dren. The language of thefe old fongs is. much too fimple for 
‘the. time of Semund. The artificial. curns, and the {tudied 
points which diitinguifh the poets of the roth century, do not 
ectur: the obfolete expreffions and corruption of the text, and 
the obfcurity of the allufions render it, however, difficult to be 
underitood. The chamberlain de Suhm has, in his hiftorical 
‘works,’ pointed out the probable period of their compofition ; 
and we may take fome notice of his remarks on’ the fubject. 
Kc is neceflary to premife, that an Edda, afcribed to Snorro, 
which ‘is fuppofed to be a production of the 13th, or as Arnas 
Magnzus fuppofes, of the-14th century, was publifhed by 


Refenius in 1665. An older Edda was fufpeéted by fome 


authors to exift, and two poems-fuppofed to belong to that older 
“work were felected by the fame editor: their titles were Vo- 
lufpa and Haavamal ; and it is thefe poems to which the title 

ge alludes, where it mentions the odes not publifhed by 
Relentas, for thefe are now omitted. The mythological part 
too is only found in this volume; Sut the hiitorical is to eh 
hele 
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Thefe édes do’not form & complete fyftém Of torthern my- 
thology, and: ftill lefs atolleQion of their fytibolical GoGtrines ; 
much of the older fvitems are fiflldoft,; or to be found even in 


_more-modern colle€tiotiss "The author of Ghorte’s Edda ‘mutt 
shave. had many other mémoifs im his view, fince he ‘relates 
ofables, ‘of which theré ‘is not the fli¢htef veftige, in the Edda 


before us. In both, however, we diltinGly ‘find the doctrine of 
the immortality of the foul; of a flate of retribution, of rewards 
and.punifhments, and of. the renewal of the werld.. The union 
of -light‘an'd datknefs, with the afliftance of the elerbents, are 
Suppofed to haye produced this world ; ;and their difunion-will 
one gay deftroy it. Much of his mythology i is: accumulated in 


the preface, and the fimilarity between it, and the Grecian 
‘mythology is alfo fhown. 


Next foliows the life of Semund; called Froda (the leated) | 
written, by Arnas Magneuss He was bord’ in Iceland, about 


‘the year 1056, ftudied in. Germany, and tetarned to Odda, 


the: inbetitance of his fathers; about 1096—-He became an 


ecelefaitic, wrote the hiftory of Norway, when he was feventy 


years-old,’ and- died in 1133. The anaals'of Gdda-are not 
whally his, though they were undoubtedly written in part by 


“him 3 Hout it is-a difficult tafkito {elect his works, as many things 


have. been attributed to him, inuwhich-he had no fhare: The 
poems,; we have faid,, were colleéted by him, and we have no 


Yeafon to Fefet them to-a very remote antiquity, though they 


are of an sera, when figures and metaphors were.-little ufed. 


. They. are of a dramatic kinds and the facts are related with. as 


much fimplicity.as they, were: performed. Sublimity and abfar- 
dity,.as fomenimes happens in, old writings, are freely mined, 
and intimately, blended: 

It were to be withed, indeed, thatthe Edda was. complete 
by.the tepublication of the peems formerly printed by Refe- 
nidss Copies of thefe poems are fcarce ; the omiffion could not 
be owing to:their having before appeated, for the firft poem, .in 
this collection. was publifhed in 17794 by Thorkelin: we. thail 
give a fhort account of the fubject of fome of the poems in this 


‘volume, as a fpecimen of the réit. 


The firkt-is ftyled Vafthradnir, Odin under the name of 
Gatgradt, goes to this giant to try his wifdom, for she was 
reputed to be very able, and intelligents They puzzie-each 
other with intricate quettions, about the ftate of the world, till 
the:giant difcovers the Deity, andus greatly terrified. 
fn: the Grimnis mal, Odin -deferibes the habitations of the 
Gods, andiexplains the religidus mythology. . PheFor Skirnis, 
the journey of Skirnis, whofe object was to.obtain the love of 
Gerda for. Preyer.. The Harbarz Lioth is a kind of. Billingf- 

aresabufe between Odin and Thor. In the Hymis Quida, 
Thor ds defcribed as going to killa vaft ferpent.. Ogefdsecka 
contains a. reproof to the Gods, by Lok. 

The gloflary, the various teadings, and thenotes, are very 
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curious,:in-many refpects ;.wearegreatly. indebted to the fo- 
. dety for-publithing Danith mapufcripts, and hope to receive the 
vatious treafures-of Iceland,..with,a di{patch confflent. with the 
vaccuracyand atrentionwhich diftipguith this, valuable volume. 
coSinee writing, the above, we have; been informed. that. the 
poems which the-prefent editor has, omitted, are defigned for a 


. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
pee, " ok Oo” L joy 1” Coal oD. by 
“A : cher 10 the re hancellor of the Exchequer, fkewing the Necefity 
3 of a Clerical Reform; and containing a Plan for remedying the 
; _ Grievances of the snferior Clergy. By Mr. Warburian. 8vo. 
VEO WiY is 4 } ms 4 ’ 
si; My Ode Nicoll. ‘ 


sa 


We fully, agree.with our author, in cenfuring, the, mifcondua 
VV. of fomie rectors, and regretting the lender ftipends of fome 
-euratess. butsit.f8 oo, Jefs unjuft to. imply, that,every curate jis 
diftreffed, thancshat-every.pluraliit. is luxurious. or, vicioys., In 
reality, while ja-reform is. fuppofed.to be neceflary,.it.is pot a 
general on€ thatis required ;,:and) every. reformation, mutt; be 
attempted. with the mof prudent and fieady hand. .,.Mr, War- 
burton’s remarks are, in general,» very, juft; and his propolal, 
with fome-few exceptions might, perhaps with great propricty, 
be adopted. | ' ; 
A Summary View of the Odjcdts and bencficial Provifions inMr. 
? Gilbert’s New Bill. 8vo. 15, Debrett. 

The bill is now loft, and our time would alfo be loft in a 
' very minute difcuffion of #. Some of the provifions are, how- 
ever, fo truly. beneficial, that we wifh for ‘its re-appéarance ; 
“and as Mr. Gilbert muft have feen the rock’ on Which He fpiit, 
‘we hope it will be revived with better fuccefs. der indun 
The Infufhciency of the Caufes to which the Increafe of out Poor, 
and. of the Poor’s Rates have been commonly «fcr ibed § ‘the bue 

one frated; with an Enquiry into the Mortality of Country Hues 
’ gf Induftry. and a flight general View of Mr. Aclana’s Flan 

for rendering the Poor independent. By the rev. F, Howlett, 
“870. 28s. Kichardfon. / oe ae 


Mr. Howlett, in oppofition to many authors, thinks that ‘the 
jncreafe of the poor is not o#ing to any defectsin the laws, or 
heir execution ; «to the number of ale-houfes; the :protligacy 
and. wickednefs. of the .poor; the engrofling of: farms, or the 
abforption oflacger farms into {maller ones. For ‘many: of 
-thefe opinions, he has ‘given very fatisfactory; reafensg yet: we 
think ihe has not examined the {ubje& .on .a very darge. or-very 
extenfive fcale. His remarks. are confined to the labouring 
‘poor, and are very correct, fo far as that application’ holds : 
‘among the manufacturers, profligacy and luxury ‘are ‘too Com- 
7 2 4 es (taht. > Peed nfon ; 
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mon’; ‘and {6° Fay as dbPExperittice reathes, the great’ increafe 
of “the: expenves’ of ‘the’ ‘poor, above What aniuit' arife from’the 
increafe' of’ plples: is lowili to" the ‘manufacturers whé'are de- 
_ cayed ot difealed, "This fa '‘thould’ be fettléd before'we can 
examine'tie caufes whicl? he’affigns’ for the inctgafe of the poor, 
viz. that the price of ‘labour has not advanced in proportion to 
the price of provifions. This affects the labourer only} notithe 
mechanit or the manufattorer. It -may,-and we believe is one 
caufe ; but itis not the-only or the molt extenfiveone. » . 

“fh the third part, he examines the plans which Havé been 
propofed for the reduction of the expences; and, if his caufe 
is well’ founded, it mutt be obvious, that no one Plan hith 
inentioned-can effed the Cure. We fufpeé that, in faa tee 
fpects, Mr, Acland’s ‘plan, and, in fome, Mr. Gilberts plan, 
might have been-ufeful; yet, if the caufe is not-a fingle one, 
no ingle plan can counteract the effedis, If the poor, in the 
moments'of health and indultry, cannot raife @ fund for theih- 
felves, forme Jaw is requifite, which frall:punith thofe who have 
paffed-many of thefe moments in: idlenefs, inftead: of labour, 
and have ‘iqdandered their pittance. inftead’ of faving: ity Ac 
leat, fome.regulation js tequifite ; and the evil is now fo*big 
with ruin, that fome trial thould be made foon. - In thispam- 
phier, however, Mr. Howlett difplays his ulual ‘faguerty, arid 
his extenfive information. ° 


Political Oljer vations on the ie State of Europe. 8v0. 15. 6d. 


aldwin. 


SP his pamphlez.exhibits a very imperfect-account of the pre- 
fent. ftate ot Europe, and is written in a ftyle extremely 
perplexed and obfcure. 


A Letter to the Minority ir r the Houje of eh avho voted in 
Saveur of a Motion foria Repeal; of the Shop-Tax. .8vo. ae 
Debrett. : 


_ The author of this Letter, who Clfcribes himfelf. a fhop- 
keeper, exprefies his gratitude to the members of the houle of 
commons, who voted for a repeal of the fhop-tax, and u¥ges 
_many argoments*in fupport of the affertion that the tax-i¥” par- 
tial and oppreflive,. 


F amiliar Expoftulations, addreffed to Meffiss Pitt aud T url 
_ 8vo. 15. 6d. . Ridgway. 


Theichief. object: of, this pamphlet i is the amprefs of Seat 
concerning. which. practice the author expoiiulatesswith two 
membersvof the cabinet, with fuch a familiarity. as may," bQ- 
deed; evince his zeal, ‘but:never ‘can promotean: fraltaruan fan 
thatsobnoxidas part of our poiity. Y eeH ‘od 


Toleph and “Beijamin.” A Conaer/ations Small Be8! § ‘Musety. 
The effufion of fome inexpesienced writer, who ,retails his 


OwP conceptions ip the charaGers, of perfonages. which 0g: does 
got fupport with conhiency,. 
Dd2 The 
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The Form of Trial of Commeintrsysén Cafes of Insfenblament for 
High Orimes and: NB flemmbadior st F ofidy' 0-954 o-Forbes. 


The writer ‘of this: pamphlets fers?Out With giving a brief ‘ac- 
count of the mode of condueting rv141s ‘by impeachment’; ‘after 
which he prefents ws with" af” ‘Bonagencae 6 of ‘Mr. ‘Hattines z: 
trial, “from its*coninencement to the: 29th of Februarye +? 


Reflcctioxs upon a late ¢vtraordinaty Proialion of fi ixteén Admir alse 
S20. TS, Marry. 


The late promotion of admirals afforded febjedt for lime 
motions in park tament; which ended, however, withont fixing 
any blame on, the conduct of the Gr# lord of the adaviral ty. 
But his lordthip has not efcapéd the feyere, though unavail- 


ing reprehenfion’ of this writer. os 

A Letter tothe Duke of Graftons, Svoe\ ts....RAvingtons. 

This Letter relates to the bill now depending in' parliament 
for preventing. the- exportation of. hive: fheep, wool, docs Pine 
author, who appears ito be an intelligent :perfon, -has:no ob- 
jeQGion to the principle of the bill ¢ bat points out fome.clautes 
which he thinks would prove oppreflive to individuals, amd 
withes that theymayibe -either Jeft out, or fo,modified a§ to 
render: them de{s obnoxtouse © - te, 


The Dur fron af Boal tr aly fratedy “Sea. 6a. Nicoll. 


On a fubject concerning which two ‘numerous claffes of peo- 
ple are varioully interefted, it requires the molt aceurate’itafe- 
ment of faéts, to afcertaia the truth amidft the mifreprefenta- 


‘ tions, intended or ‘not intended, of the different parties. "Phe 


woollen manufactérers complain of'a declenfon of ‘their'trade, 
in con fequence of a large imuggied exportation Of that valn- 
able. commodity to Franve.. "Ehé wool-groweérsy om the other 
hand, infiit that the manufactyrers_are at prefent ina very bel 
érous condition; and reprefent the exportation of wool 
France, both as triffing in quantity, te uaneceflary for ihe 


-fabries.of chat country... The pothor now before us is evidently 


ne.of the latter cla/s. . The fets which he ftates have'doubr- 

fs been con fdered by the, heufe-of commons, previous. to the 
pailing of the bill; ; and there is no queftion but the claims of 
both parties wall likewife receive due inveftigation ih the houle 
of fords,, “Yo the-determination of tite legiflature we fhall, for 
the prefent,, teave the fubfe , 


Ob fer oarivits apc the Bilk Arifeatba to Parliament, for preventing 
the E xportation of Weel. Bvov 18s. Law. 


a The exportation. of wool is.a. practice extremely pernicious 
to. the kingdom, both as Jeffening the quantity of our own 
woollen, manufactares, and increafing that of the French. ° Ex- 
pfefs prohibitions have beén repeat ity ifued again It by the 
parliametit;, But. the evil fill ‘fubfitts: in -fach adegrée as calls 
for, the moft.diligent exertion ‘oF government.” "Phe°ehief re- 
medy propofed by the author of this painphtet 4s, to" wa 
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riding officers, who {hb}! .make.it.. their boftnefs-to ride from 
place ta.place through. their, refpective ‘diftridts, within. fifteen 
miles, of the fea; difribute, and make generally known, con- 
cife, abltradts of ‘the law, ;and offer encouragement, protection, 
and rewards to informers, upon conviction of offenders. 


A Specch on the. Wop] Bill that night have been, fj Spoken in the Houfe 
of Commons. 8x0, 6d. Nico 


The writer of this pamphlet is a zealous opponent of the bill 
for prohibiting exportation. Fle affirms that the true principle 
of it,is to depreciate the pre, under the pretence'of preventing 
a practice which no logger exits. “The author, though not 
very minute in enquiry, 1s fufficiently bold in affertion. 


D3 Mb rob Th to 


A Sermon, svritren by the late Samael: Fobnfon, LE.D. for de 
Faneral of bis Wife. &vo, vs. Cadel 


This ts, it? many refpeéts, an admirable difcourfes at, dif- 
plays a pure, unaffe&ted piety, little cinctared with the native, 
the conititational gloom which hung over theauthor’s: mind, 
The opinions and the idéas are exact’ and difcriminated, and 
the language has all john{on’s enerzy and vigour, without his 
peculiarities. -If tradition has not conveyed.to us the excellen, 
cies Of Mrs. John{on,. this fermon fhows, us that fhe poffeffed 
fome, or that her hufband thought fhe did. From his charaéter, 
we ought to conclude, that thefe were his feptiments at that 
Hate though it may be allowed that, in the period of mourn; 

for a recent lofs, the value of good qualities is often en- 
9 ABs | It has been faid,. that Mr. Hayes, to whom this Ser- 
mon. devolved ¢-1 the death of Dr. Taylor, has fome more'dif- 
couiles by the fame author. “He cannot beftow a more accept- 
able-prefent on the’world, than to publifh them. Wethall 
extract a {fpecimen, at ‘onte rational ‘and manly, on ‘a furbject 
where Johnfon occafionally appeared fuperftitioully weak, 

* Bur, fo' much is out abuitition improved by the Gofpet, fo 
much is the {ting of death rebated, that'we may now be invited 
to the contemplation of our mortality, as to a\pleafing employ- 
ment of the mind, to an exercife delightfal and recteative, not 
only when calamity and perfecution drive us out from the 
aflemblies of men, and. forrow and woe reprefent the grave ‘as 
a ‘refuge and an afylum, but even in the hdurs’ of the highest 
earthly profperity; when our cup is full, and when we have 
laid ap. flores for ourfelves ; for; in him who believes the pro- 
mife of the Saviour of the world, it can caufe no difturbance to 
remember, that this night his {cul may be required of him}; 
and he who fuffers one of the Miarpelt evils which this life can 
thew,)-amidii all its varieties of mifery ; he that has lately Been 
teparated, from the perfan whom a long participation of gdod 
and. evil had endeared to him; he who has feen kindnefs 
fnatched from his arms, and fidelity torn from his bofom ‘he 
whofe ear is no. more to be delighted with tender inflrudion, 
and whofe virtue fall be no more awakened by the fealonable 
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whifpers of mild reproof, may yet look, without horror,-on 
the tomb which énclofés the remains'of what he loved and ho- 
noured: a8 upon a” place which; if it revives’ the fenfe of his 
lofs, may calm him withthe hope of that ftatexin which ‘there 
fhall, be no more grief of fepatation.’ : 


Prattical Sermons felected and abridged from various Authors. By 
re Charlefwvorth, M. A. late Fellow of Trinity Cotlege, Cam- 
tages Fol. I... 8v0. , 25,6. Johnfon, : 


This is confeffedly, in a great degree, a compilation, for 
buta Small; proportion of thefe difcourfes are the compilet’s 
owns We fhall not ttay to look for the authors: they may per- 
haps, be. found in Cook’s Preacher’s Affiltant, as none are col- 
leétcd, in this;volume, whicn were publithed fince that Very 
ufeful: book came out.—Neither thall we fay to atk, for what 
yeafon thefe Sermons were republifhed. They are plain, de- 
vout, practical ;,and we cannot read difcouries of this deicrip- 
tion too often. Whe collection will probably be continued, 
fince this is called the firft volume. 


Sunday School Dialogues: being an Abridgment of a Work by M. 
Poy kamec 3a. Marthall, . 


This is an abridgment of a very ufeful little work; yer, - 
while we praife the- attempt, we cannot avoid hinting that it 
is eafy to be tod familiar. It Jeads fometimess intordifcutiions 
almoft ludicrous ; and. by endeavouring to explain what in ‘its 
nature is incapable of explanation, it may in fome minds lead 
to {cepticifm rather than religion. 


4 Defultory Tragh v2me, 4d. Scatchard, 


This Tra& confifts of a projeét for reforming the diforderly, 
and: affifting the indauttrious and orderly poor, The at.thor 
makes one remark with refpect to Sunday-fchool teaching which 
deferves particular attention, vizs. \* that it-will be of Jittle efi- 
cacy. till the parents ofvthexchildren -become better.’ . This 
hint fuggefts the propriety’ of. para eing the elder as' weil as 
inilruting the younger. poér. 7 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRAD E, 


An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coaft.of Africas . By Alene 
ander Falconbridge. $v0. gd. Phillips. 


This Account is full of the barbarities with which the flaves 
are treated; but the picture is too highly coloured,. and ‘the 
exaggerations defeat the author’s own purpofe. -He remarks, 
, and we believe atsto be true, that the cargoes are ‘generally 
obtained. by kidnapping, or.condemned to flavery for offences, 
fometimes real, but more frequently fabricated, to. procure the 
flaye..... 1a other - ref{pects, the trade is the grave. rather than 
the .niurfery, of feamen, .as {carcely any landmen,.and no ap- 
prentices, are taken... On the whole, though this..accoant ¢con- 
tains fome facts of importance, the, general, tenor ot. it leads 
us tO Tasp ect! that. it was written with fom partial views. It 
would fot be’ very difficult to foften tome 9 of the colours, from 
the author’s own remarks. Objece 
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Objections to the Abalition.of the Slave, Trade, avith Anfwerss By 
the Rev, James. Ramfavy, -A,M.. Bua», 9d Phillips. 
The various’ objections which have been; made to the aboli« 
tioniof ‘the flavestrade, iaréthortly noticed, and anfwered.with 
various fuccefs ; but not altays:very fatisfactorily.--We cannot. 
abridge matter fo mifcellaneous ;. but shall felect a ftriking pal. 
fage from the. introdution, which contains an. an{wer to a late 
ublication, entitled, Confiderations on. the Emancipation of 
Negroes, and the Abolition of the Slave Trade, by a Wett 
Indif Planter. 
The abolition of the flave ‘trade will” ‘Fain the Wet: 
1a tan trade, which will fuin ou? marine. °F truft the. Wek 
Indian trade is in no danger. “Bot fappofe the’ che aniix" 
hilates the other. We thall, by abandoning the’ flavesttade; 
five more feamén than the other employs. The African’ lave 
trade deftroys annually 2000 men; in ten yeats 20,000. "The 
fugar colonies may employ 12,000 feamen. “The lof¥ here’ is 
in 200. Suppofe atinoally 200, in ten years 2000. The? 
whole number of men employed in the Welt India'trade tir ten 
years, is 14,000.  But'in this: time'20.000 are‘loft in the flave-. 
trade. If both were annihilated, m-ten yema We ae fave 
6000 men,’ it 
We give this fad as we found ity, without, @ comment s/ we 
fhall not:enter into the propriety or juftnefs-of the calculation, 
but leave it with valeat quantum valere potefte ©. ‘te 


Thoush's on the Slavery of the Negraes, “as it affeets the Britifh Coe 
lanies in the We eft Indies, humbly fubinbithed 40 the Confideration af 
both Houfes of Parliament. ‘Svo.. te Richardfan. 

There is much candour in the reprefentations of this author, 
though there appears.to-be fome: biafs: in fuvour of «the flaver 
trade. He > magnifies, we: think) sthe: political, defpotifm, :to 
which the Africans are fubjeCtedy and extenuates the calamities 
to’ which thev areo afterwards:expofeds ‘Slaves,’ he fays, are 
feldom kidnapped, ‘and the ptifoners\takensin war,. if, they sate 
enflaved, are faved from death. ..Ascwe* have profeffed: that 
we with only, to.preferve them, from improper. treatment; and 
as, in part, our author’s propofed regulations will prodivce this_ 
effect; we do not greatly differ from him, But he ‘will allow 
us to doubt: whether-the laws ‘in favour of flaves area fuficient 
protection for them, while the adminiftration of thefe laws is 
inthe hands of their mafters,. Again; the free negroes are 
indolent, and thievifh, they are the petts of ‘the eolontena, whet 
then mut be the terrors that:drive:them! toJabour? | : 


Rela Exffery ‘én the S lavery and Commerce of the Hirman f Species, 
“neularly: the African. Tranflated Fram. & Latin’ Differt ron, 
 abbich vas ‘honoured “with the ‘fitf prize in ‘thé °Uni-verfity* 
‘Cambridge; forthe Year’ 7856 The 'Setond Ldstion,’ ‘Tevife 
and vonfiderably enlarged. © Ban. 45. Phiffips, Fats 
“Wwe ‘reviewed this dxceliene: treatife in our LxXid pti, 

‘page 121, at fome Tengeh 5. ‘aiid. el saahodtees with, much: 
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pleafure, the fecond edition, with fome important additions 
and neceflary alterations, The author refided, during the lait 
fummer, at two of the flave‘ports‘in this kingdom, for the pur- 
pofe of procuring information; and he has added two. new 
chapters, which contain the ftdte of the°tradé at this time. . In 
the third part, the chapter-whichorelates' to the treatment of 
the flaves'on board of rhe-fhips deftined to carry them to the 
American iflands, is. extended to three chapters, in order to 
give a clearer view of the fubje@, and to convey more cir¢um- 
ftantial information. hot 

Mr. Clarkfon promifes, that.this edition fhall be foon fol- 
lowed by another Effay, in which he defigns to fhow, that the 
flave-trade is as impolitic as it is unjuft. After fo extenfive an 
account as we gave of the firft edition, we need fot add any 
other particulars of this which lies before us; efpecially fince 
the new chapters, though the narrative be more clear aad cir- 
cumftantial, do nat materially differ from the information which 
we have received from other hands. 

Letter to the Treafurer of the Society inflituted for the Purpo/e of 
' effrtting the ‘Abolition of the Slave.Tradr«, From the Rev. 

Robert Boucher Nickolls, Dean of Middlebam. A news Edition 

with confderable Additions. Small vo. 4é. Phillips. 

The fecond edition .of this Letter contains a variety of addi- 
tional faéts, and a confirmation of fome of the former remarks. 
The facts, well fupported, are the very’ important ones that, 

roper care, the race of negroes from the prefent ftock may 
be increafed fufficiently to anfwer all the exigencies’of extend - 
ed plantations ; and that. fromthe labour of free men, fugar 
might be raifed fufficient to fupply any demand. But for the 
Jait confideration, circumfances’ are not fuffictently matured ; 
and the abolition of importation, though wé have recommend- 
_ed it, cannot, we fear, be yet adopted confiftently with na- 
tional faith and real juftice, We with, however, that the plan- 
térs would act as if this meafure impended over them; for it 
miuft, at fome future period, be putin execution. 
PS Oc Berl "K.Y. 
Brother Peter to Brother Tom. An Expoftulatory Epifile. By 
“Peter Pindar, Efg.” 420. 45. Kearfley. 

The fun of Peter feems declining in the weft; and though 
it fets with a glowing fplendor, yet it wants the vivid fire of 


its meridian beams. He expoftulates with brother Tom, on 
his confining all the: panegyric of the laft year’s Qde to Wind- 


> for, and omitting to celebrate the virtues of his majefty. Peter 













once likened, hitnfelf tothe cook, who *difhed up royalty,’ and 
perhaps he expeéted that Tom fhould fupply the Bua In 
the prefent initance, the fubje& *palls on the fenle’—toujours 
perdrix’ ne. vaut rien’: We thall, however, according to our 
good cuftom, extract a few lines, and Jet this fon of genuine 
wit and réal; humour fpeak for hinifelf.. We thall feleé& the 
following, to, remark, that however excellent Handel may be, 
wget pee Ye Se to 
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to.confihe the national attention to one compofer;"is farely: 
ire an unfair  monepoly: of fame ey fhould I, faye. 


eter 


* Hate hitns becanse, watir'd,: the monarch wee“ 

On Handel’s: manafeript old ftores,-« - 

And ichemes: fuccefsful daily hatches, : 

for faving notes o’erwhelm'd swith foratches; 
ecovering from the blotted leaves: 

Huge cart-horfe minims, dromedary breves 5: ° 

Thus faving damned:bars.from jult damnation, 

By way of bright’niag Handel's reputation 2 

Who, charm’d with ev’ry crotchet Handel wrote, . 

Heav’d into. Tot’nam ftreet each heavy note: : 

And forcing on the houfe the tunelefs lumber, - 

Drove half to.doors, the other half to flumber ?’ 


The following fimile concludes Peter’s expoftdlation on a 
fimilar exclufive attention to Mr, Weft, 


. * Thus have I feen a child with {miling face, 
A little daify i in the garden place, 

And firat in triumph round its-fav’rite flow’ rs 
Gaze. on'the leaves with infant admiration, 
Thinking the flaw’r the fineft in the nation, 

Then. pay’a vifit to"it ev’ry hour: 

Lugging the watr’ring pot about, eee 
Which. John the gard’ner was oblig’d to’ ‘fills : 
The child, fo pleas'd, would pour the water out, 

To fhow its marvellous gard’ning tkill ; 

Then flaring round, all wild for praifes panting, 
Tell all the world it was its own fweeét'planting ; 
"And boat away, too happy elf, 
How thatit found the daify all, itfelf ? 


This fimile is, in many refpe&s, excellent; and indeed Pe-- 


eer,,with all. thy faults, we feldom°Yéave thee but in good 
humour: we wifh that.thou“wouldeft change thy fubjyect, if ic 
be only for the fake of a little variety. There are, however, 
better motives for the advice. 


T, he Eafteru: Theatre erected. Aa: Heroiscomic Poem.» In three 
Cantos. 4tow 25. Od. Brown. | 


The author defcribes the origin of the Eaftern Theatre; but 
its downfal maft be fung by another poet.’ | There’is fome cos 
mic humour, and entertaining defcription, in’ this little poem ; 
but the barlefque gravity of the mock heroic.is nat fufficiently 
 preferved. The merit of this kind .of compofition! confifts in 
giving tothe molt trifling circumfances' an‘ait of dignity, by 
adopting epic images, fimiles, and langaage.| There'is nothin 
perional in the fatire; it is general). and pore rather at'folly 
than at’ any individual, ' 

One of the beft paffages of this poem is. the defeription and 
omnes Of the fpettre Davies 5 ; fome. jut remarks occur alfo of 
dramatic 
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dramatic poets and plays, Asthe former ‘is ‘too Jong for our 
purpofe, we fhall felect a fpecimen fromthe latter, 


¢ While wits and witlings, round, our praife affect, 
Say, ehali the mufe her fav’rite’ He atswe, neglect ? 

Step forth, great tragic bard; whofe wond’rous verfe 
Flow’d on, from good ta bad, from bad to worfe ; 
Whofe fame,. (thy: brains itil vielding fomething news) 
Like thy own Scotch fir, taper’d as it grew 

Guard thou that fir, whofe Douglas-bafe extends, 
Grows .gradual flight, and inan Alfred ends.’ 


The lines are unequal; but they are: fometimes fpirited and 
poetical, | 


The Parriad; addreffid to the Editor of Bellendene, upon his ele- 
gant, but ‘Miberal Preface. By W. Chapman, A.M. 4to. 
, ise 6d. Bew. 


Mr. Chapman reprehends the editor of Bellendenus for the 
virulence, and often the injuftice of the political opinions, in the 
preface. We have already given oar opinion on this fubject, 
and-need row Only add, that Mr. Chapman’s poetry fometimes 
rifes above mediocrity. We fhali quote a few lines relating to 
Nr. Pit: the 6 d:tve'of the author ot the preface: 


¢ Should in the crowd 6 dkiva’s praife be heard, 
Who dar’d be wife before he had a beard (a) ; 
Tho’ young, declin’d not pow’r (deltra¢ ‘tive choice) 
Fix'd only by the king’s and people’s voice (4) : 
Who broke the promife of his ear ly day, 
When from a factious crew he forc’d his way, 
And, poor of fpirit, fcorn’d to join that band’ (c), 
Which having injur’d, fought t’ enflave the land ; 
Who can unblofhing inthe fenate rife (7), 
And while he charms our ears, engage our eyes (e) ; 
We would, fhould 'S******* receive his praife, 
Find fear or art in ev’ry word he fays ( F): 
Attack, with thee, his unrelenting pride 
With thee, his boyith politics’ deride ; 
(Time rolls o’ér him his rapid tide’in vain, 
For ftill, a boy 6 deive fhall remain) 
Tell, how, thould war the languid ftate alarm, 
Our timid minifter would fear to arm (g); 
No longer boattful, infolent, and proud, 
Would view with tearful eye the buriting cloud ; 
Obfequious bend before the daring foe, 
And yield his country up without a blow.’ 





‘(e) Pag. 13. (6) Pag. 62. _ Ae), Pag. 61° - (2) Pag. 43 
{c) Pag. 276 (f) Pag. 13. * (wy Pag. a2. 
m we? 4 Letter 
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A Letter toa Friend, with a Poem,.called: the Ghoft of Werrer 
By Laily ——-+ 4tos\- 18. 6d. »Hookhame ») 4° 

In this Lecter the charaétercof. Charlotte is: minutely invetti- 
gated, and an attempt-madesto fhew>that fhe was ‘vain, un- 
feeling, and ungenerous. « 'T he:fairaurhor;feems,indeed, to 
entertain animplacable:averfian.to her; and wreits fomeof -her 
indifferent.actions toja: meaning that:cannot with’cundour be 
attributed to thems» Yer fome cof .her ‘remarks :are :extremely 
juit, and where: they do ‘nor convinee, will \pleafe: from: their 
fhrewdnefs and the fpirited manner in which they ‘are written. 
We cannot fpeak fo-tavourably of the poetry-as of the profe, °° 


The Odiad; or, The Battle of Humphries and Mendoza ; an Herote 
Poem, ~ 8v0, 15. 6d. Lowndes and Chrittie. ° 
It would have been indeed unfortunate, if. the vietory of 
Humphries and the prowefs of Mendoza had been ceJebrated 
only in the fugitive fheet of the day, or been at beft preferved 
witn the precious rarities of a monthly magazine. The Odiad 
is an heroic poem; atid, though nor the firft.in which the. com- 
bat of the caitus has been celebrated, tt is.the firit * where 
the modern. conteits of fitts alone are*the, dubjects of: the. lofty 
rhymee—It is.enough to fav, that the poem is worthy, of the 
celebrity of the batcle; and that the poet might,’ like Simoni- 
des, be allowed the title of laureat of the games. We fhall 
extract a fhort fpecimen, no unfavourable one, of the poet’s 
abilities. The alliterations, which the author feems to be fome- 
times foad of, and one couplet, which is in the true _ftyle of 
the mock heroic, we have diftinguifhed. 
‘Say, mufe, what firft provok’d th’ indignant foes 
To clinch.the fift, and brave each others blows ; 
For glory—Pella’s hair-brain’d madman fought, 
For glory and proud triumphs--Cefar thought ; 
Grim Jews and Chriftiaus pant alike for fame, 
In faith fiill adverfe, but im pride the fame. 
What tho’ no Cannons thunder. in. my line, 
Nor chiefs that glory in their ftem divine; 
Nor whizzing darts, nor clanging fhields you hear, 
Nor glitt’ring blades, nor waviny plumes appear ; 
Dire are the icenesm-the' fift by fit repeli’d, 
Black eyes block’'d up, and into mountains fwell’d ; 
‘I'he fhatter’d rib—the nofe’s broken bridge, 
‘lhe head whofe bumps portrude in many a ridge ; 
Diffever’d lips, whilft rattling teeth around, 
Driv’n from diftorted jaws beftrew. the ground; . 
Dry drubs and hollow bangs refounds my fong,. 
Thwack tollows thwack, and man drives man along.’ 
We are not fo well pleafed with the author’s profe as with 
his poetry. To adda prefatory differtation is a little ¢ontia- 





oe eee 


* Since this article was written, we recolle&, though imperfedtly, 4 
‘piece of P, Whitehcad’s on the dame fubject, ‘ The’ Gymuafiad’ 


dictory ; 
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diftory sand the boll threarens, with his deftruétive horns, fn 
the titlespage. In this faid> fubfequent ‘differtation, which 
comes before, we find fome things: which appear either Jike er- 
rors of-bhunders.. ‘Afithe author is novimiltaken, fome poetry 
has been: employed: in the! celebrationwof) this art.’ Indeed, 
muchvery fablime poetry has arjfen from the games of Greece, 
ao whith boxing held a diftinguifhed rank. We cannot, how- 
ever, fityle the wreathes of laurel, &c. givemto the conquerors, 
as ‘inflances of * munificent profation.’—* The coldnefs and 
obfcurity of -birth-day odes," or¢ the jejunenels:and poverty 
of. gemius in the laurelled lyric’ fhould now be no longer heard. 

It isshackneyed fatire at beft, and it is at. prefent an unjuft ac- 

cufation. ‘There is humour in propofing that all political and 

national contefts: fhould be determined by boxing; but this 
ground ‘has’ been: already occupied, ‘with much fuccefs, by 

Fielding. , 

The Batile Royal, or the Efft&s of Anticipation: with Strifures 
on the Odiad, or Battle of Humphries and Mendoza; an heroic 
Poem, Bvo. 15, 6d. Symonds. 

,. Ehis:pamphlet is filled with quotations, letters from news- 
papers,, 4cc.--for the, purpofe. of deriving every.adyantage from 
the cynthia of the minute. The author poffefles. fome hu- 
mour, and we with that it had been better employed, 


DRAMATIC. 


The Ton; or, Follies of Fafbion. A Comedy. As it was aéted 
at the Theatre: Royal, Covent Garden. By Lady Wallace. 8v0, 
1S6 6d. Hookham. G 


That Criticifm has fmoothed his brows, and laid afide his fe- 
verity, when a lady fues at his tribunal, confers more honour 
‘on his tendernefs than his juftice, and may add to his character 
as a ‘gallant, at the expence of his impartiality. In reality, a li- 
terary woman is an Amazon, whom it is no difgrace to oppofe 
in the field ;‘for, when fhe affumes martial weapons, fhe muft 
fubmit to the laws of war. Lady Wallace has, however, a 
claim t6 our compaffion: the has been condemned unheard, or at 
leaft has been heard imperfectly ; and, while we would foften, 
if it were. poflible, the feverity of the critical code, in fayour of 
a lady, and-an unfortunate one, we cannot filence the hiffes of 
the theatre, nor. can we condemn, on cool examination, the 
yerdit of her jury. 

'. The male-toguettes have a. powerful party in their favour, 

for not ofe fatire, and we remember feveral attempts, on their 
folliess has béén- permitted-to live on the ftage. Lady Wallace 
bad, perhaps, too much courage to be frightened with the f{pec- 
tres of: murdered: embryos, or fhe had too much dependence 
on. her, own ‘comic: powers, and extenfive intereft. Another 
rock, which proved fatal to her bask, was her own reputation. 
Wit was expected to flath in. every Jine 5 every thought was te 
+ on, pe me aes 2 
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be rilliant, atid every fitvation truly comic. A fprightly play 
would have fallen fhortvof ¢xpechations, which were raifed very 
high ; and, unforranately, .fpirit.and wit have but, a {mal]; fhare 
in this comedy. ‘Genteel.comedy, ,at bef, wants pr signancy.s 5 
the polith of fathion, wears away the diftinguifhing afperities ; 
and the Follies of Fashion ate:often infipidy except to hide who 
feel the force of the fatires..One party will confequently yawns 
and the other oppofe.. : 

If we were to examine this play critically, we thovld obferve, 
that the copverfations-were too: numerous. in. proportion, to: the 
incidents 5; that they had little influence.on;the events, and of- 
ten were not conne¢ted with them; shat time was frequentiy, 
violated; and that the, mott contic: fituations had. loft .their in- 
fluemce,, from familiarity. We ought, however, to ‘add, that, 
the charatters of the fathionable people, though. fegmingly at 
fhe fame kind, were well difcriminated, and, in.one ortwo - 
inftances, ftrongly contrafted ; that the tale of -Julia, the Fan- 
ny Mountfort‘of a novel, whofe“ particular title we dé ‘not rez 
collect, is‘ interefting 5 that the character! of J6érd Ormond (the 
lord Offory. ofuthe work jaft memtioned) is drawn ‘with fpiric 
and fkill ; that the incidents are ‘numerous, arid 'the-¢onverfa- 
tion,” though not fprightly, at leaft free from indelicaey; ‘with 
which it has beew'charged. ‘Fhe two plots, indeed tafe not 
dextrouil y nnited;: foas to! form one piece. ©)! 4: 

‘ Lady Wallace mutbexcufe us:for' obferving, that ber: sig tes 
too many defects: to be ‘admitted on the ftage. Yet the hasbeen 
peculiarly unfortunate, that, in confequence of ‘the clamour 
taifed againft’it,-the has been ‘prevented-from taking advantage 
of judicious criticifm. Many plays, on their firft appearance, 
have been found to be defedtive, which have ‘been’ afterwafds 
amended’ with good fuccefs. She thould remember, that:from 
the days of Horace, the valgus, we! fappofe he-meant, °in mo- 
dern language THE TOWN, though it, in a few inftances, errs 
in judgment, 'igenerally decides with juftice. The-puablic isa 
many-headed, and often a Fapricions monfier ;, but all its efforts 
feldom defeat the fuccefs of ‘a ‘trily good’ play. The utmott 
that party can do,..i8 to exaggerate the real sees, fo that rhe¢ 


may hide the beauties. . © saws 
The Travellers. 4, Comedyy in three Ass B Liextcnant: dar - 
‘vifon, Marines, 800. 15,.0d. > Robinfonkk oorgea 4 


- This play has been read, it feems, with fuccefs;’ but we daré 
mot recommend its trial on the ftayes' The plot of two fortnnes 
hunters, and a ftupid or a ridicujousrelation; failing: ff their 
matrimonial attempts, and the lady being carried: off by'F half- 
pay officer, is far too trite to “prove interefting ;and che 
fcientific wit, relating to Fofhll, anda pretending ator, ‘by its 
being beyond the reach of common. underftandings,-is tot like- 
ly to pleafe. Yet the author, poffeffes ai good thare of,eomic 
humour, and may, with any.other Roryys probably: ptoveasucs 
ecfsful wooer of the dramatic Mufe,  . . ot ss (wes ye bod ot 

Cla- 
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Clariffa: ee thé Fatal a A Fragedy. By Robert Pore 
ret. ‘:§s- Lowndes. 


This Tragedy i is pins with Jittle alteration, from Richard- 
fon’s celebrated novel, The’ Rory of the robbers, who capture 
Lovelace and Clarifta;’ on their elopement,, as well as young 
Harloweé and Arabella, is new: the lat are’ murdered by the 
Banditti, who are brought in to heighten the charaGer of Cla- 
rifla, and to be the executors of poetical juftice. The firbject 
is, ‘However, in’ many fefpects improper for a play, fince the 
cataftrophe i is known; and’ events, which follow in long fuc- 
céfioti; cannot be fo ‘attfaltv' combined) “as to form a whole, 
within @ proper compafs *.° Thefe'ate chiefty the reafons, why 
OuiF EH ndvEls Hever fifécded “in W dramatic forn!” The ‘coil- 
duet oP thiP tragedy is; im‘ many other refpeds, txceptionable ; 
and ‘Clariffa’is” a' very indifferent, as well as an ‘uiindereitiig 
performance. 


Theatrical Remembrancers - 12mo. 35. Fa Beecdn. Egerton. 


. The ‘Theatrical Remembrancer isa very convenient; and; 
fo.fah af we cam perceive,.a very correct little work, in’a port: 
able form.» It: owes»ats: birth to: Mr,:-Egerton,> who arranged 
the Jibnaries ys: rich-in. dramatic collections, of >Wir. Heniderion; 
Dre Wright;,aod. Mr, Pearfon. It contains a* lift. of ‘plays, 
Latin and Englith, as .well.-as :tranflations: from the French, 
which. have jeitber been, publithed, or aéteds::: To the. titles is 
annexedian) account of their. dates, their’ fizes; their various 
editions,,.aed the -places» where they: were. performed.« ‘Phe 
Notitia, Dramaticaisia hort: chronology of the<nas/of the ftage-; 
and. .it.concludes withthe opening of she Royalty Pheatre. 
The work, is,elfp illaitrated-.with:anindex:of the: titles. of. the 
plays,-and another _ of; theauthor’s names. The whole aps 
peats,<0 be.executed with great -care and attention, |The only 
ertors,.-which we-haye difcovered are, in one or wo inftances, 
where the,original author of a French play. is: myfigkene 


“MISCELL ANE O U'S:’’ 


The. Wreck of WeAminfter Abbey, alias-the. Year - ses Thoufand, 
alias the Ordeal of Scpulchral Candour. gto. 25, dei Sralkersn 


~ Avaunt, perturbed fpirit, who erft' wrote epitaphs*for Kitks 
hampton Abbey! and now, ‘with equal virulence, decorate it 
the walls of that of Weftminfter, with the fatal poifen of flan- 
ome: or titi more deftrudtive drug of flattery ! 
vagnt! -and quit.eurfight; ict the earth hide chee, | 
hy bones. are matrowlels,; thy blood is cold, ’ 
hin Wea hajt.no {peculation in thole eyes 
ich;thou dot glare. with ae Wiby foi bajny gone 
. We ate.ourfelves againe >. 7 
« ® "Pte tikoricat plays of ‘Shalfpeare form to exception to ‘thefe: reafons, 


for theig principal mesic arifes from the caceHlence of A pe owed feenes, and 
Gadas sriginaliny of the language... ; 
% Sen Se. 
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Senufe againf? Sound ; Or p< Succeclancinty for Abbey Mufrr: ato. 

2s. ' Stalkers: 

We were pleafed with the ‘title; -but in the work we found 
neither- fente not found,” Te is an unmeaning rhapfody, by 2 
clergyman’s widow, of thé. various misfortunes that will arife 
from the omiflion of the mofical feftival, which as not to be 
omitted. . 

The Quip Modeft; a fer Words by cvay ‘pf Supplement 1 10 “Bhecabi, 
criti Peal and illuftrarive, on the ¥ ext and ) etes of the lai Edition 
of Shal]p. are. 8vo, 15.’ Johnion. : 

This is, indeed, fomewhat beyond the retort courteous, and 
rather borders on ‘the reply chutlifh. We examined the. «Re 
marks’ in our LVIth volume, p. 31. and have unfortunately 
drawn down upon us the refenrment of the avthor. We are notic- 
ed, in a few lines, but they contain BEAT charges: “we dod not 
read the books which we review'—Zslas ! we read too much, for 
we caught the aathor tripping, and noticed his thefrs. * We 
go 'tolimeeting} is this becaule we reproved “his *inhdelity ? 
And are only the diffenters licenied to:check immorality We 
hope shat we maybe allowed to have: the fame” pretenfions. 
Even the dat corrected ‘edition ‘of ‘Shakfpeare is’ incorrea ¢ in 
ten volumes there arevtWenty errors actually pointed out, bé- 
fides &e. &¢! which allude} werfuppate, to others which’ mav 
be found. Why, there arePetghteen acknowledged érrors in one 
thin volume of the Remarks, atid! we) caradd our, Tre 
proportion» of incorrectne{s-we teave’ Mr fv Ry to° ealedlate. 
We do not fucceed much betterin the*courle of the notes. | Tt 
is fuppoted that we know the *reafon of affixiny the wames-of 
Amnert and Collins:to fome exceprionable notes.’ Indeed we 
knew more than we chofe to!own 7 we know too, thir the 
principles and conduct of our adtior are," very many ‘fa- 
itances,) highly repréehenfible.”* ‘The fubitance of the pamphiet 
confiits chiefly of iGietis to the objections which have Deeir 
made to the Remarks, and particelarly to-Mr. Lyrwhytt2 


‘The King-on. the, Profecution of R.B« Remmett, Dedfor of Phyjic, 
| agalift'A. Archer, Efj. Folio. 25 Laws? 

“We cannot again ‘try this: profécation. Mr. Arcane affatlied 
Dr. Remmert; afid was puntthed for it by the’ Courtof Kiav’s 
Bench ;:andcit: would be indecent to make any remarks ou Abe 
decifian of that court. We have perufed the.atlidavits whieit 
were not permitted to be read ;: but- we do not -percen¥e that 
they make any confiderabie alteration jin the queitiag.: ~> a2. 
Pidturfgue Antiquities of Scotland, etched by Adam 'deCardounel. 

Ly Pblse> Biase 18s. in Buarits. Kdwardsy * iT 

Thefe remains are-etched in avery elegatit “s ‘mantier "and 
ferve as head:pieces'to the page, in the fame way as Mrs Gate 5 
antiquities were publifhed. The firit slate eeNtaTin the re- 
ligious houfes, and the fecond the ancieps caftless.- De enctra 
fuitable introdaction is prefixed: in the Tatroductan 1 tne frit 
volume, the flate of religion is examined,=fémtthe eae 
rieds; the conflituuon of the primitive church explained, till 
it 
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it blazed in all the fplendor. of an hierarchy, and was feparated 
into different orders of monks and friars. Of fome of the ob- 
jedis there are-two or three reprefentations, in different views ; 
and the hiftory is confequently divided into different pages.’ Ais 

a fpecimen of our authar’s manner, we thall feleé&t a part of the 
hiftory of Inch-Colm. 

‘ This monattery had confiderable wealth; which; attra@tin 
the notice: of the Englifh, feet fent into the Frith by king Ed- 
ward IIT. anno 1335, was pillaged of every thing valuable. 
Amongtt the fpoils was animage of St. Columba, held in great 
veneration., Soon, after. this. a&t of facrilege; the fleet faffered 
much by a, violent tempeft, which being ‘confideted asa jut 
Saeed Lit inflicted by the hand.of the Deity for thé impious 
deed, thofe who had efcaped the fury of the waves were.fo-in- 
Saedated thereat, that the church and monattery were prefent- 
ed with a valuable offering of gold and filver.. .. 

‘ Alanus de Mortuo Mari, lord of Aberdour, .beflowed half 
of his lands.on the monks of this ifland, .in confideration of his 
being allowed a ,buryingeplace for himfelf and. his polierity.in 
the church. 

‘This ifland now belongs ,to the. .earl. of Marnay, whofe 
beautiful feat of Dunibriffel Jies a very lathe further up the 
Frith, upon the edge of the water.’ 

As an introduétion to the fecond volume, y Mose account i¢ 
given of the flrudture of, the ancient cattles, and particularly of 
the vitriged. walls, of which a defcription was, publifhed fome 
years finces. Tue explanation, which is fuggeited of, the pro- 
ceis, isnot, however, ery fatisfactory, fince fuel cannot burn 
fo fiercely as to vitrify. the pudding-ftone, without a conftant 
fupply of a, fiream of air, throug) the fire. . The plates and, the 
defcriptions refemble. thole of, the fri volume. On the whole, 
thefe are elegant. little volumes, very beautifully.printed, on 
good papery well calculated for the packers: of, the traveller, 
and very ufeful afiifiants to him. 


L nigetfal Hiffory, commencing 4 avith the Conetine. ear vein $36 
Years before the Chriftian, Era. In Letters from a Father to his 
Sous By Francis Dobbs, Efg. Val. L. 1 2mo-,35. fewed, Kearfley. 


This work is to confit of four volumes, which will be 'print- 
ed if this:be favourably received. The firft volume terminates 
at thee 356th year before the Chriftian.z2ra. This is the age 
of fabulous hiftory, and of courfe it cannot afford a -very 
proper fpecimen of the hiftorian’s abilities. On the whole; 
we. think Mr. Dobbs has acquitted himfelf very well.::.the 
“narrative i if clear; the dates well alcertained ; and there is lefs 
trifling in-it than we could have expected. "The chronology 
“is that of fir [faac Newton. We would recommend the future 
‘volumes to be illuftrated with {mall and diflinétly marked maps: 
we mean that they fhould exhibit the principal countries, and 
Show their general fize and connection, without crowding them 
‘with the names of too many cities. 
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